3. NEWS STUDIO AGAIN

CHAOS of voices, news feeds, ads etc - back exactly where
we were in the opening scene.

Images of all channels. Cameras are put into position.

Voices call from the CONTROL ROOM - but this time we also
follow the conversation that is going on within the
control room along side the cacophony of voices on the
news set: The Production Assistant, the Director and
Harry Hunter are all in the control booth, with others.

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
One minute to go.

FLOOR MANAGER
One minute to go.
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HARRY HUNTER
Are we using Squeaky Fromme?

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
Give me A camera. Do we have sound?

DIRECTOR
No, Snowden nixed Squeaky Fromme.

FLOOR MANAGER
Check.

HARRY HUNTER
But we are keeping the map in?

DIRECTOR
B camera.
Yes, keep the map. Hold the news-pix.

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
Thirty seconds.....

FLOOR MANAGER
Check.

DIRECTOR
Sound.

FLOOR MANAGER

Check.
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DIRECTOR

Continuity.

CONTINUITY ANNOUNCER
It’s time for Tonight, with Howard Beale.

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
Ten...

DIRECTOR
Cue music and titles.

The theme music blasts out, the floor manager is shouting
over the top of this:

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
...nine..eight..seven..six..

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT (CONT'D)
five..four...

Howard takes a swig of water

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT (CONT'D)
...three, two, one.

DIRECTOR
Camera, and HOWARD!

HOWARD
Good evening. It is Monday September the
Twenty Second, and I am Howard Beale.

Poday;—ashot—was—fired—atPresident
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We also hear the conversation in the Control Room

DIRECTOR
Shelia, do ‘ya wanna get a drink later?

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
I can’t I said I’d see Jeff from
downstairs.

HARRY HUNTER
Jeffl? You realize he’s a married man.

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
I happen to like married men.

HARRY HUNTER
Shelia, if you are so hot for married men
- why go to strangers? What’s wrong with
me?

SNOWDEN
(on monitor)
A hostage of would be assassins...

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
Headroll... counting.... ten, nine,
eight...

PRESIDENT FORD
(on monitor)
The American people are good people
Democrats, Independents, Republicans and
others Under no circumstances will I
capitulate to those who want to undercut
all that’s good in America

DIRECTOR
Clear make up. Clear sound.
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FLOOR MANAGER
Make up clear. Sound clear.

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
Seven, six, five, four, three, (two,
one).
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