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Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre is proud to call Manitoba home.  Royal MTC is located in 
Winnipeg on Treaty 1, the traditional territory of the Anishinaabeg, Inninewak, Anishinewak, 
Dakota Oyate, and Denesuline, and the National Homeland of the Red River Métis.  We are 
thankful for the benefits sharing this land has afforded us, acknowledge the responsibilities 
of the Treaties, and embrace the opportunity to partner with Indigenous communities in the 
spirit of reconciliation and collaboration.   
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The Role of the Audience 
Theatre needs its audience! We are happy to have you here. Every staff person, actor, and 

crew member backstage plays an important part in your experience, and you also have a role in 

the experience of cast, crew and the people around you.  

Arrive Early:  Please make sure you give yourself enough time to find your seat before the 

performance starts. Latecomers may not be admitted to a performance. We ask schools and 

other groups to arrive at least 20-30 minutes before the show.  

Cell Phones and Other Electronic Devices: Please turn off your cell phone/mp3 player 

/gaming system/camera/smart watch. Texting, surfing, and gaming during performances is very 

distracting for the performers and other audience members. Using cameras and recording 

devices during a performance is never allowed. 

Talking During the Performance: Even when you whisper, you can be heard by performers 

and people around you. Unless it is a relaxed performance, disruptive patrons will be removed 

from the theatre. Please wait until after the performance to share your words with others. 

Food/Drinks: Food and outside drinks are not allowed in the theatre. When there is an 

intermission, snacks and drinks may be available for purchase. There is complimentary water in 

the lobby. 

Dress: There is no dress code at the Royal MTC, but we respectfully ask you not to wear hats 

in the theatre. We strive to be a scent-free environment and thank all patrons for their 

cooperation. 

Leaving During the Performance: If you leave the theatre during a performance, you will be 

readmitted at the discretion of Front of House staff. If readmitted, you may be placed in an 

empty seat at the back of the auditorium instead of your original seat. 

Being Asked to Leave: The theatre staff has, and will exercise, the right to ask any member of 

the audience to leave if that person is being inappropriate or disruptive including (but not limited 

to): talking, using devices that produce light or sound, and deliberately interfering with an actor 

or the performance (tripping, throwing items on or near the stage, etc.). 

Talkbacks: A short question and answer period with the actors takes place after student 

matinees, first Tuesday evening shows, and some public matinees. While watching the show, 

make a mental note of questions to ask the actors about the production or life in the theatre. Our 

artists deserve to be treated with respect! It’s okay to have a negative opinion, but this is your 

chance to ask questions and understand the performance or process, not to criticize. If you 

have a concern, see the house manager after the show and they will make sure your feedback 

gets to the appropriate Royal MTC staff. 

Enjoy the show:  Laugh, cry, gasp – responding to the performance is part of the nature of 

theatre! As you get involved in the story, try to balance your reactions with respecting the people 

around you. The curtain call is part of the performance too – it gives you a chance to thank all 

the artists for their hard work with applause, and for them to thank you for your attention. We all 

appreciate when you stay at your seat and join in the applause! 
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About the Playwright 
Michael Melski was born on May 19, 1969 in Sydney, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia and 

died on July 18, 2025 at the age of fifty-six. Melski was introduced to theatre through 

Mermaid Theatre’s puppet productions that toured to his elementary school, and his dad 

instilled in him a love of horror movies and their origin stories. As a result of these 

influences, Melski knew he wanted to be a filmmaker by the time he was around 14 or 

15, recalling in 2019, “I remember my friend at the time saying you may as well want to 

be an astronaut” (https://www.saltwire.com/cape-breton/a-huge-loss-friends-family-pay-

respects-to-cape-breton-born-playwright-filmmaker-michael-melski). He certainly made 

“space” for himself in the industry by becoming an award-winning playwright and 

filmmaker, one of those honours being the Halifax Mayor’s Award for Achievement in 

2006. However, he first graduated King’s College, “having written and produced seven 

plays,” and “paid [his] dues in the real world, working in everything from muffler shops, 

to packaging bean sprouts, to canvassing for Greenpeace to bartending” 

(https://halifax.citynews.ca/2019/01/23/play-revival-marks-25-years-of-success-for-

halifamous-filmmaker-1207902/).  

It was his eleventh play, Joyride, first performed at the Halifax Film Festival, formerly 

known as the Atlantic Film Festival, that launched his career. When Glen Walton from 

the Canadian Film Centre saw a later production of it, Melski was asked to write a 

screenplay and was consequently accepted into the Canadian Film Centre. Throughout 

his career, he wrote several plays including Hockey Mom, Hockey Dad; The Fly Fisher’s 

Companion; Miles from Home, and films (Growing Op, Charlie Zone; The Child 

Remains) and directed documentaries (Perfume War, Rare Bird Alert). He also served 

as artist-in-residence at Shaw Festival, Neptune Theatre, and Eastern Front Theatre.  

 

Hockey Mom, Hockey Dad was first produced by Two Planks Theatre Company on tour 

throughout Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and New Brunswick in 1999, and across 

the rest of Canada from 2000-2001. In 2003 it was produced at the Factory Theatre in 

Toronto and was named one of the Top Ten Plays of the Year by the Toronto Star that 

year. In an interview with Off the Leash host Jeremy Webb, Michael Melski shared his 

inspiration for the play: “I thought of two parents I knew when I played minor hockey. 

Two single parents and watching them kind of fall in love in the stands and our team 

kind of got a big kick out of that. Um, and then later, uh, I thought, wow, there was as 

much theatre watching them in the stands as there was on the ice” 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEDfb3QaeGE). Much of his inspiration for the 

play—and his other works—came from his interests. In his obituary, his family 

pronounced him as a “passionate Leafs fan”—and he was even seen wearing a Toronto 

Maple Leafs hat in a Sea and Be Scene interview with Stephanie Beaumont on his film, 

The Child Remains ( (https://www.pierfuneralhome.com/2025/07/melski-michael-

andrew/). His family said he also often sought inspiration in Margaree, where he 

“restored his family’s…cabin with his own hands” and where his “heart was always 

https://www.saltwire.com/cape-breton/a-huge-loss-friends-family-pay-respects-to-cape-breton-born-playwright-filmmaker-michael-melski
https://www.saltwire.com/cape-breton/a-huge-loss-friends-family-pay-respects-to-cape-breton-born-playwright-filmmaker-michael-melski
https://halifax.citynews.ca/2019/01/23/play-revival-marks-25-years-of-success-for-halifamous-filmmaker-1207902/
https://halifax.citynews.ca/2019/01/23/play-revival-marks-25-years-of-success-for-halifamous-filmmaker-1207902/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEDfb3QaeGE
https://www.pierfuneralhome.com/2025/07/melski-michael-andrew/
https://www.pierfuneralhome.com/2025/07/melski-michael-andrew/
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anchored” (https://www.pierfuneralhome.com/2025/07/melski-michael-andrew/). In their 

beautiful tribute, they said that “his work on stage and screen reflected his sharp wit and 

deep humanity” ( (https://www.pierfuneralhome.com/2025/07/melski-michael-andrew/)). 

 

 

Plot Summary 

—perhaps in part thanks to her 

steel travel mug of coffee but largely due to Teddy’s charisma and sheer persistence. 

His goal isn’t just for the boys ’team, the Leafs, to finally win a game but also to win 

Donna’s heart. He doesn’t skate around much either; he’s quite forward about the fact 

that he wants a “family skate kinda family—and with her (Melski 40). However, her past 

relationship makes her fear being “like that zamboni guy out there, goin in circles” 

(Melski 47). Will they be a match made in….the arena?  

 

Characters  
DONNA 

Donna is reserved, slow to make new friends, warm, and funny, but has difficulty talking 

about her recent separation from her husband of eight years. She used to be a full-time 

teacher but can only find substitute jobs in town. She sits alone in the bleachers and 

cheers on her son, Matthew, though she is concerned that one day he is going to hurt 

himself... or someone else. 

 

TEDDY  

Teddy is gregarious, outspoken, quick to have a laugh, and lives and breathes the sport 

of hockey. Teddy is the custodian at the local high school. He used to coach his son's 

team back in Atom... and is still doing quite a bit of coaching in the bleachers. Teddy’s 

son Troy is the team's grinder, and Teddy is sure that Troy could be the next Chris Neil, 

if everyone would just listen to him. 

 

Playwright’s Notes 
This is a play for my friends then. We were a dirty bunch, deserving of the litter thrown 

at us by the rink rat girls we teased. No Guy Lafleur’s goldilocks or Sittler’s Wheatabix 

for us. We were ten-and-under pretend-flyers spat from exhaust pipes, splayed arse 

over tit across ice in Coachie’s fierce diagrams. Bobbie Clarke, our idol, his gap-toothed 

diabetic brilliance made our lives sweeter. We picked fights for the fans, the moms and 

dads, swore a blue-line streak to dead last, and the shit really hit the fan when we got 

https://www.pierfuneralhome.com/2025/07/melski-michael-andrew/
https://www.pierfuneralhome.com/2025/07/melski-michael-andrew/)
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home. This is also a play for my Uncle Ches. He was a kid from the Pier who made it all 

the way to the Montreal Junior Canadiens, once faced Jacques Plante on a breakaway 

and missed, later crashed into a goal post in full flight, ruptured a kidney, then took eight 

years to die on dialysis. But he almost made it. This is a play for my friends now. Some 

of them married some of the girls who threw garbage at us. Some of them are raising 

their own little Bobby (and Bobbie) Clarkes now. For whole families of of rink rats, new 

generations of broken hearts, playing the great game… Play on. 

– Michael Melski https://mqlit.ca/plays-musicals/hockey-mom-hockey-dad 

Glossary and Mentions 
 

https://mqlit.ca/plays-musicals/hockey-mom-hockey-dad
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Housekeeping-
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The primary 

responsibilities of a left winger are 

scoring goals as well as intercepting and 

passing the puck.  

 

—before the 

puck.  

 

Patrick Kane- Named one of the 100 

Greatest NHL Players.   

 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/ken-drydens-mammoth-presence-on-and-off-the-ice-leaves-an-enduring-legacy/
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/ken-drydens-mammoth-presence-on-and-off-the-ice-leaves-an-enduring-legacy/
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/ken-drydens-mammoth-presence-on-and-off-the-ice-leaves-an-enduring-legacy/


9 

 

 

 

 

Discussion and Writing Prompts – for schools and public patrons! 
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Suggested Classroom Activities 
These activities are specifically designed for this show. On our website are additional 

general activities suitable for any MTC production.  

 

Anticipation Guide 

Prior to viewing the play, have students indicate whether they agree or disagree with the 

following statements (sentiments inspired or expressed by characters in the play). They 

can also form the basis for an argumentative piece and/or debate: 

https://royalmtc.ca/getattachment/Education-Outreach/Resources/Study-Guides/Classroom-Activities-2022.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://royalmtc.ca/getattachment/Education-Outreach/Resources/Study-Guides/Classroom-Activities-2022.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
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10. Eight is old enough to watch horror movies (34)  

Warm-ups 

1. Teddy is determined that he and Donna are “gonna get the wave” (31). Have 

students warm-up by doing the wave. 

2. When cheering on the Leafs, Donna says, “It sounds silly, though. It sounds like 

we’re cheerin for ‘sleeves’” (31). Ask students to practice projecting and enunciating as 

they say: “Go Leafs! Leafs Leafs Leafs Leafs!” (31). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04854XqcfCY&list=RD04854XqcfCY&start_radio=1
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TEDDY: We’re gettin worse every game and we’re already playin like it’s next month! 

(38) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEDfb3QaeGE  

https://www.saltwire.com/cape-breton/a-huge-loss-friends-family-pay-respects-to-cape-breton-born-playwright-filmmaker-michael-melski
https://www.saltwire.com/cape-breton/a-huge-loss-friends-family-pay-respects-to-cape-breton-born-playwright-filmmaker-michael-melski
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEDfb3QaeGE
https://www.pierfuneralhome.com/2025/07/melski-michael-andrew/
https://www.canadiantheatre.com/dict.pl?term=Melski,%20Michael
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5e5pzHLk53s 

 

Curriculum Connections 

Dramatic Arts: 

DR–C1 The learner develops understandings about people and practices in the 

dramatic arts. 

DR–C2 The learner develops understandings about the influence and impact of the 

dramatic arts.  

DR–C3 The learner understandings about the roles, purposes, and meanings of 

the dramatic arts.  

DR–R1 The learner generates initial reactions to drama/ theatre experiences. 

DR–R2 The learner critically observes and describes drama/theatre experiences. 

DR–R3 The learner analyzes and interprets drama/ theatre experiences. 

DR–R4 The learner applies new understandings about drama/theatre to construct 

identity and to act in transformative ways. 

DR–CR2 The learner experiments with, develops, and uses ideas for creating drama/ 

theatre.  

 

English Language Arts: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5e5pzHLk53s
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