ROYAL MANITOBA THEATRE CENTRE: A BRIEF HISTORY

1957 JOHN HIRSCH AND TOM HENDRY FORM THEATRE 77, A SEMI-PROFESSIONAL THEATRE.

1958 THEATRE 77 MERGES WITH WINNIPEG LITTLE THEATRE, AN AMATEUR THEATRE GROUP, TO
FORM MTC, UNDER THE ARTISTIC DIRECTORSHIP OF HIRSCH AND THE ADMINISTRATION OF
HENDRY. THE CONCEPT OF THE THEATRE AS A CENTRE OF COMMUNITY ACTIVITY WAS
IMPORTANT TO BOTH MEN, SO THEY ESTABLISHED A THEATRE SCHOOL, PLAY-READING GROUPS,
AND CITY AND PROVINCIAL TOURS. THE THEATRE’S FIRST HOME WAS THE DOMINION THEATRE
AT THE CORNER OF PORTAGE AND MAIN.

1958 A HATFUL OF RAIN, DIRECTED BY JOHN, IS THE FIRST PLAY PRODUCED AT MTC.

1960 MTC RELOCATES TO THE BEACON THEATRE ON MAIN STREET WHILE THE DOMINION’S ROOF IS
REPAIRED.

1960 MTC LAUNCHES ITS FIRST REGIONAL TOUR.
1960 A SECOND STAGE NAMED THE STUDIO THEATRE IS ESTABLISHED.

1961 MTC LAUNCHES ITS FIRST SUMMER SERIES, WITH BUS SToOP, ROPE, THE TENDER TRAP
AND THE TUNNEL OF LOVE

1964 MTC ESTABLISHES THE JEAN MURRAY-MORAY SINCLAIR SCHOLARSHIP FOR POST-SECONDARY
THEATRE STUDENTS.

1965 ZoE CALDWELL STARS IN MTC’S INTERNATIONALLY-ACCLAIMED PRODUCTION OF MOTHER
COURAGE.

1968 THE DOMINION IS DEMOLISHED TO MAKE WAY FOR THE RICHARDSON BUILDING. MTC
RELOCATES TO THE
CENTENNIAL CONCERT HALL WHILE THEY BUILD A NEW THEATRE AT 174 MARKET AVENUE.

1969 MTC’sS SECOND STAGE AND THEATRE SCHOOL MOVE TO THE WAREHOUSE THEATRE AT 140
RUPERT AVENUE.

1970 THE NEW MTC MAINSTAGE THEATRE ON MARKET OPENS IN NOVEMBER WITH BERTOLT
BRECHT'S A MAN’S A MAN, DIRECTED BY JOHN HIRSCH. THE THEATRE’S PERMANENT HOME,
DESIGNED BY ALLAN WAISMAN, SEATS 785 AND IS BUILT AT A COST OF $2.8 MILLION. THE
THEATRE WAS TO HAVE FEATURED COMPLETE PRODUCTION FACILITIES FOR THE CREATION AND
STORAGE OF SETS, PROPERTIES, WARDROBE, AND WIGS, AS WELL AS ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES.
WITH PHASE ONE OF THE CONSTRUCTION COMPLETE, STAFF MOVE IN AND MAKE DO WITH THE
EXISTING SPACE ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE SITUATION IS ONLY TEMPORARY. HOWEVER,
MTC IS UNABLE TO RAISE THE MONEY NEEDED TO CARRY OUT PHASE Two.

1974 MTC PRODUCES GODSPELL, AN ENORMOUS BOX-OFFICE SUCCESS, SELLING OUT THE ENTIRE
3.5-WEEK RUN, AND TWO ADDITIONAL PERFORMANCES.

1974 JOHN HIRSCH DIRECTS HIS ORIGINAL ADAPTATION OF THE DYBBUK, WHICH GOES ON TO
BECOME AN INTERNATIONAL TRIUMPH, TOURING ACROSS CANADA AND INTO THE UNITED
STATES.

1976 THE NAOMI LEVIN SCHOLARSHIP FUND IS ESTABLISHED TO ASSIST STUDENTS WHO HAVE
DEMONSTRATED THE ABILITY AND INTEREST TO PURSUE A CAREER IN THE TECHNICAL ASPECTS
OF PROFESSIONAL THEATRE.

1976 MTC LAUNCHES A SEASON THAT BREAKS BOX-OFFICE ATTENDANCE RECORDS. THE
CRUCIBLE, AT 97% CAPACITY, HAS THE HIGHEST ATTENDANCE OF ANY MTC DRAMA TO DATE.
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ARIF HASNAIN DIRECTS ANTON CHEKHOV’S THE SEAGULL, FEATURING YOUNG TALENTS TOM
HULCE AND KATHLEEN TURNER.

MTC FOUNDS THE WINNIPEG FRINGE THEATRE FESTIVAL, ATTRACTING ATTENDANCE OF
30,000 IN ITS FIRST YEAR.

EXTENSIVE RENOVATIONS TO THE MTC WAREHOUSE THEATRE INCLUDE UPDATED TECHNICAL
FACILITIES, A NEW STAGE, IMPROVED SEATING AND LOBBY, AND AN INCREASE IN AUDIENCE
CAPACITY TO 300.

STEVEN SCHIPPER DIRECTS THE MOUSETRAP AND BREAKS ALL PREVIOUS ATTENDANCE
RECORDS FOR REGIONAL TOUR ATTENDANCE (13,426).

MTC APPOINTS STEVEN SCHIPPER ARTISTIC DIRECTOR.

THE BROADWAY HIT LES MISERABLES AT THE CENTENNIAL CONCERT HALL IS OFFERED TO
MTC THEATRE-GOERS AS PART OF THE 1990/91 SEASON. SUBSCRIPTION SALES INCREASE 20%
OVER THE PREVIOUS YEAR AND TOTAL ATTENDANCE AT MTC Is oVER 200,000.

MTC DEVELOPS AND STAGES THE WORLD PREMIERE OF MAUREEN HUNTER’S TRANSIT OF
VENUS, THE FIRST ORIGINAL MAINSTAGE PLAY IN 25 YEARS TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY A
MANITOBAN.

MTC PRESENTS THE CANADIAN PREMIERE OF ARIEL DORFMAN’S DEATH AND THE MAIDEN,
WHICH GOES ON TO WIN FIVE DORA MAVOR MOORE AWARDS, INCLUDING OUTSTANDING
PRODUCTION.

MAUREEN HUNTER IS APPOINTED MTC’S PLAYWRIGHT-IN-RESIDENCE. HER PLAY, TRANSIT
OF VENUS, IS PRODUCED BY THE ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY, STRATFORD-UPON-AVON,

ENGLAND.

MTC’s 94/95 SEASON BREAKS SUBSCRIPTION SALES RECORDS, WITH 17,600 SUBSCRIBERS AT
BOTH STAGES.

KEANU REEVES STARS IN HAMLET AND, FOR THE FIRST TIME, A PRODUCTION IS SOLD OUT
BEFORE OPENING. 26,000 ATTEND, INCLUDING 1,000 NON-MANITOBANS, FROM AS FAR AWAY
AS ARGENTINA AND CHINA.

THE MTC CO-PRODUCTION OF POOR SUPER MAN RECEIVES FOUR DORA AWARDS.

ROMEO AND JULIET MORE THAN DOUBLES PREVIOUS STUDENT ATTENDANCE RECORDS,
PLAYING TO 12,799.

SUBSCRIPTIONS AT THE MTC WAREHOUSE INCREASE BY 38% WHEN MTC PROGRAMS ANGELS
IN AMERICA, PART 1. THE PRODUCTION ENJOYS A SOLD-OUT RUN AND A ONE-WEEK
EXTENSION.

STEVEN SCHIPPER DIRECTS THE WORLD PREMIERE OF MAUREEN HUNTER’S ATLANTIS.

THE BBC BROADCASTS A RADIO ADAPTATION OF TRANSIT OF VENUS.

ATLANTIS 1S NOMINATED FOR A GOVERNOR GENERAL’S AWARD.

MTC’S CRITICALLY-ACCLAIMED PRODUCTION OF ARTHUR MILLER’S DEATH OF A SALESMAN,
STARRING JUDD HIRSCH, BREAKS ALL PREVIOUS BOX-OFFICE REVENUE RECORDS FOR THE

THEATRE.

AFTER MTC ANNOUNCES THE NEW WAREHOUSE SEASON, TWO PLAYS WIN THE PULITZER
PRIZE: HOW I LEARNED TO DRIVE IN 1998 AND WIT IN 1999.
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2000 MTC RAISES $5-MILLION TO UPGRADE BOTH THEATRES.

2001 MTC’s THE HISTORY OF MANITOBA FROM THE BEGINNING OF TIME TO THE
PRESENT IN 45 MINUTES RECEIVES THE COVETED PRIX MANITOBA AWARD - ARTS FOR
EDUCATION AND COMMUNICATION.

2001 MTC LAUNCHES AN ANNUAL MID-WINTER FESTIVAL DEDICATED TO THE WORK OF A MASTER
PLAYWRIGHT, BEGINNING WITH BRECHTFEST.

2001 THE HISTORICA FOUNDATION PRESENTS MTC’s HISTORY OF MANITOBA AT THE NATIONAL
HISTORY TEACHERS CONFERENCE.

2002 MTC BREAKS PREVIOUS MAINSTAGE SUBSCRIPTION RECORDS WHEN IT ANNOUNCES A SEASON
THAT INCLUDES RICHARD III, STARRING WILLIAM HURT.

2002 THE MANITOBA BAR ASSOCIATION RECEIVES A NATIONAL POST AWARD FOR BUSINESS IN THE
ARTS FOR ITS INNOVATIVE 12-YEAR FUNDRAISING COLLABORATION WITH MTC.

2002 MTC CELEBRATES 25 CONSECUTIVE YEARS OF ANNUAL TOURING IN MANITOBA AND NW
ONTARIO.

2004 SEASON FAVOURITE MY FAIR LADY PLAYS TO AUDIENCES TOTALLING OVER 25,000 — THE
LARGEST OVERALL ATTENDANCE FOR A SINGLE PRODUCTION IN MTC HISTORY.

2005 MTC PRESENTS TREMBLAYFEST, THE FIRST FESTIVAL EVER TO SHOWCASE THE WORK OF
MICHEL TREMBLAY.

2005 BIGGER THAN JESUS, WHICH PREMIERED AT MTC IN 2003, WINS THREE DORA AWARDS.

2006 MATING DANCE OF THE WEREWOLF, WHICH PREMIERED AT MTC IN 2004, IS NOMINATED
FOR AN EDGAR AWARD.

2007 THE 20™ ANNUAL WINNIPEG FRINGE THEATRE FESTIVAL, WINNIPEG FRINGE: 20 YEARS
TO LIFE, TAKES PLACE IN JULY AND ATTRACTS A RECORD-BREAKING 71,921 VISITORS TO THE
INDOOR VENUES.

2007 TwWO ACTORS RECEIVE DORA AWARDS FOR THEIR PERFORMANCES IN MTC PRODUCTIONS:
SEANA MCKENNA FOR HER ROLE AS LADY TORRANCE IN ORPHEUS DESCENDING, AND ADAM
BRAZIER FOR HIS ROLE AS FRANK-N-FURTER IN THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW.

2008 MTC CELEBRATES ITS 50" ANNIVERSARY SEASON WITH A RECORD-BREAKING NUMBER OF
SUBSCRIPTIONS (OVER 20,000 BETWEEN THE MAINSTAGE AND WAREHOUSE THEATRES), A
WORLD PREMIERE (SHAKESPEARE’S DOG BY LOCAL PLAYWRIGHT RICK CHAFE, IN CO-
PRODUCTION WITH THE NATIONAL ARTS CENTRE) AND THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A HUGE
FINANCIAL GOAL (THE MTC ENDOWMENT FUND REACHES $10 MILLION).

2008 IN HONOUR OF WORLD THEATRE DAY ON MARCH 27, MTC COMPILES A LIST OF 50
SIGNIFICANT CANADIAN PLAYS WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF PROMINENT THEATRE
PROFESSIONALS FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

2008 AT THE HOMECOMING CELEBRATION ON MAY 11, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR STEVEN SCHIPPER
ANNOUNCES THE RENAMING OF MTC’S STAGES IN HONOUR OF CO-FOUNDERS JOHN HIRSCH
AND TOM HENDRY: THE MAINSTAGE BECOMES THE JOHN HIRSCH THEATRE AT THE MTC
MAINSTAGE AND THE WAREHOUSE BECOMES THE TOM HENDRY THEATRE AT THE MTC
WAREHOUSE.

2008 ON JUNE 3, MTC STAGES A SPECIAL PERFORMANCE OF THE HISTORY OF MANITOBA FROM
THE BEGINNING OF TIME TO THE PRESENT IN 45 MINUTES FOR PRINCE EDWARD,
EARL OF SUSSEX, AND A GROUP OF LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS.
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THE 21T ANNUAL WINNIPEG FRINGE THEATRE FESTIVAL, VIVA LAS FRINGE, BREAKS ALL
PREVIOUS FESTIVAL ATTENDANCE RECORDS WITH 72,722 FRINGERS TAKING IN PAID
PERFORMANCES, AND 88,000 ENJOYING THE ENTERTAINMENT ON THE OUTDOOR STAGE
(INCLUDING THE HIGHEST-EVER TOTAL FOR KIDS FRINGE ATTENDANCE, AT 47,775).

ON NOVEMBER 10, MTC OFFICIALLY UNVEILS A COMMEMORATIVE SCULPTURE OF CO-
FOUNDERS JOHN HIRSCH AND TOM HENDRY. GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY BABS AND GAIL
ASPER AND MICHAEL PATERSON, AND THE JOHNSTON GROUP IN HONOUR OF MARJORIE
JOHNSTON, THE LIFE-SIZE BRONZE, CALLED ‘IMAGINE, MTC’, WAS CREATED BY ARTIST RUTH
ABERNETHY AND PERMANENTLY INSTALLED OUTSIDE OF MTC’S BOX OFFICE DOORS.

OPENING APRIL 30, MTC PRESENTS THE NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE AND FIRST
PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTION OF THE ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER/BEN ELTON MUSICAL THE
BoYys IN THE PHOTOGRAPH. THE Boys IN THE PHOTOGRAPH WAS DEVELOPED FROM THE
HIT MUSICAL THE BEAUTIFUL GAME, WHICH OPENED IN LONDON IN 2000 AND RECEIVED
THE PRESTIGIOUS CRITICS’ CIRCLE AWARD FOR BEST MUSICAL. BEN ELTON, WRITER OF THE
BOOK AND LYRICS, DIRECTS THE MTC PRODUCTION AND THUS SPENDS SEVEN WEEKS IN
WINNIPEG DURING REHEARSALS AND AFTER. LORD ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER VISITS
WINNIPEG TO WATCH A COUPLE OF PERFORMANCES AND HOLD A MUSIC REHEARSAL WITH THE
ORCHESTRA.

THE TOM HENDRY THEATRE AT THE MTC WAREHOUSE SEASON CLOSES WITH THE WORLD
PREMIERE OF LOCAL PLAYWRIGHT/ACTOR/PRODUCER KEVIN KLASSEN’S BLEEDING HEARTS.
KEVIN IS THE ARTISTIC CO-CHAIR OF SHAKESPEARE IN THE RUINS AND WAS THE FIRST
RECIPIENT OF THE HARRY S. RINTOUL MEMORIAL AWARD FOR BEST NEwW PLAY AT
THE WINNIPEG FRINGE FESTIVAL FOR HIS PLAY AFTERTASTE. BLEEDING HEARTS IS THE
FIRST NEW LOCAL WORK IN ALMOST 20 YEARS TO PLAY ON THE TOM HENDRY STAGE.

MTC IS DESIGNATED A NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE OF CANADA BY THE HISTORIC SITES
AND MONUMENTS BOARD OF CANADA. THE RECOGNITION IS BASED ON THE ARCHITECTURE OF
THE BUILDING AT 174 MARKET AVENUE AND MTC’S ROLE AS A MODEL REGIONAL THEATRE.

THE 22"° ANNUAL WINNIPEG FRINGE THEATRE FESTIVAL, FRINGE FACTORY: MASS
PRODUCING ORIGINALITY SINCE 1988, SMASHES ITS PAID ATTENDANCE RECORDS ONCE
AGAIN, WELCOMING 81,565 FRINGERS TO PERFORMANCES THROUGHOUT THE 12-DAY FESTIVAL
AND BREAKING THE RECORD FOR THE HIGHEST OVERALL TICKET SALES IN WINNIPEG FRINGE
HISTORY AND FOR ANY CANADIAN FRINGE FESTIVAL. ALTHOUGH THE OUTDOOR STAGE
NUMBERS DROP OVERALL, KIDS FRINGE (WHICH CELEBRATES ITS 10" ANNIVERSARY THIS
YEAR) BREAKS ITS ALL-TIME RECORD WITH 53,810 IN ATTENDANCE.

THE TOM HENDRY THEATRE WAREHOUSE SEASON CLOSES WITH THE WORLD PREMIERE OF
NEW YORK PLAYWRIGHT ROBERT LEWIS VAUGHAN’S LOOKING BACK — WEST.

THE JOHN HIRSCH THEATRE MAINSTAGE CLOSES THE SEASON WITH STEEL MAGNOLIAS,
STARRING CINDY WILLIAMS OF LAVERNE AND SHIRLEY FAME AND SUSAN CLARK OF
WEBSTER FAME.

THE 23%° ANNUAL WINNIPEG FRINGE THEATRE FESTIVAL, FRINGE AND BEYOND: GOING
WHERE NO FRINGE HAS GONE BEFORE, ONCE AGAIN BREAKS THE RECORD FOR MOST
TICKET SALES IN WINNIPEG FRINGE HISTORY, WITH 86, 717 FRINGERS ATTENDING SHOWS.
MORE THAN 80,000 PEOPLE ATTENDED THE OUTDOOR STAGE IN OLD MARKET SQUARE AND
$600,698.75 WAS RETURNED TO PERFORMERS, AN INCREASE OF MORE THAN $64,000 OVER
LAST YEAR’S REVENUE.

MTC IS GIVEN ROYAL DESIGNATION BY HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH Il. AT A CEREMONY
AT THE MANITOBA LEGISLATURE ON OCTOBER 26, PREMIER GREG SELINGER ANNOUNCES THE
DESIGNATION. AS THE OLDEST ENGLISH-SPEAKING REGIONAL THEATRE IN CANADA, MTC Is
HONOURED WITH THE TITLE ROYAL MANITOBA THEATRE CENTRE.
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THE NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE OF THE BRITISH HIT CALENDAR GIRLS COMES TO THE
JOHN HIRSCH THEATRE MAINSTAGE FROM MARCH 17-APRIL 9 AS A CO-PRODUCTION WITH
MIRVISH PRODUCTIONS. CALENDAR GIRLS PLAYWRIGHT TIM FIRTH COMES TO WINNIPEG
TO MAKE SCRIPT CHANGES AND HELP IN REHEARSALS. DIRECTED BY MARTI MARADEN, THE
CAST INCLUDES FIONA REID, BARBARA GORDON AND FIONA HIGHET.

THE 2011-12 SEASON SEES THE RETURN OF TWO LEADING LADIES TO THE MTC STAGE.
NicoLA CAVENDISH REPRISES HER ROLE IN SHIRLEY VALENTINE ON THE JOHN HIRSCH
MAINSTAGE FROM JANUARY 5-28, 2012. MARTHA HENRY PLAYS THE MATRIARCH OF THE
WESTON CLAN IN AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY AT THE TOM HENDRY WAREHOUSE FROM
MARCH 8-24, 2012.

ROYAL MANITOBA THEATRE CENTRE ANNOUNCES A 2012-13 SEASON OF EPIC STORIES.
THE CORNERSTONE OF A SEASON THAT INCLUDES THE CANADIAN PREMIERE OF DADDY LONG
LEGS AS WELL AS CLAsSSICS A FEw GooDb MEN AND OTHER PEOPLE’S MONEY WILL BE A
BRAND NEW PRODUCTION OF GONE WITH THE WIND BY UP AND COMING CANADIAN
PLAYWRIGHT NIKKI LANDAU. THE WORLD PREMIERE PRODUCTION TAKES TO THE JOHN
HIRSCH MAINSTAGE FROM JANUARY 10 — FEBRUARY 2, 2013.

THE WINNIPEG FRINGE THEATRE FESTIVAL CELEBRATES 25 YEARS OF THEATRE ON THE
EDGE. THE BIGGEST WINNIPEG FRINGE EVER FEATURES 172 PERFORMING COMPANIES IN 32
VENUES AND RECORD NUMBERS GET THEIR FRINGE ON. INDOOR ATTENDANCE BREAKS THE
100,000 MARK, WITH A TOTAL OF100,621. DAILY ATTENDANCE RECORDS ARE BROKEN ON 10
OUT OF 12 DAYS. PATRONS ARE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO FRINGE FOR 25 HOURS STRAIGHT
DURING NORTH AMERICA’S FIRST EVER 25 HOUR FRINGE AT THE TOM HENDRY
WAREHOUSE.
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