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A B O U T  R OYA L  MTC
When the Winnipeg Little Theatre and Theatre 77 merged to form 

the Manitoba Theatre Centre in 1958, the goal was to produce great 

theatre with mass appeal. Artistic Director John Hirsch and General 

Manager Tom Hendry staged professional productions of an eclectic 

array of plays – classics, Broadway hits and new Canadian work. With 

the establishment of a second stage for experimental work in 1960, 

and an annual provincial tour that began in 1961, MTC fully realized 

the original vision of a centre for theatre in Manitoba. Inspired by the 

breadth and quality of MTC’s programming, a whole network of what 

became known as “regional theatres” emerged across North America.

Since its founding, MTC has produced more than 600 plays with 

hundreds of actors, including Len Cariou, Graham Greene, Martha 

Henry, Judd Hirsch, Tom Hulce, William Hurt, Tom Jackson, Robert 

Lepage, Seana McKenna, Eric Peterson, Gordon Pinsent, Keanu 

Reeves, Fiona Reid, R.H. Thomson, Kathleen Turner and Al Waxman.

The company produces in two venues: the Warehouse, which opened in  

1969, and the Mainstage, completed in 1970. The theatres were renamed  

after the company’s founders in 2008. In 2009, the Government of  

Canada designated the Mainstage a National Historic Site and, in 2010,  

Queen Elizabeth II granted the company a royal designation.

Today, the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre produces 10 plays on two 

stages, a regional tour, a wide range of youth programming and two 

annual festivals: the Master Playwright Festival (founded in 2001) and 

North America’s second-largest Fringe Festival (founded in 1988). 

Attendance for Royal MTC programming averages 300,000 each 

year, and many Manitobans also support Royal MTC with donations 

and volunteer time. Under the leadership of Artistic Director Steven 

Schipper and Executive Director Camilla Holland, Royal MTC remains 

Manitoba’s flagship theatre.

Mandate
It is the aim of the Royal Manitoba Theatre 
Centre to study, practice and promote all 
aspects of the dramatic art, with particular 
emphasis on professional production.

Mission
The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre exists 
to celebrate the widest spectrum of theatre 
art. Deeply rooted in the province of 
Manitoba, which gave it life and provides 
for its growth, Royal MTC aspires to both 
reflect and engage the community it serves.

Vision
Royal MTC’s theatres and our province will 
teem with artists and audiences sharing 
in the act of imagining, enriching lives 
and communities.

Values
Quality
A commitment to quality is reflected in the 
writing of each play, in the actors, directors 
and designers who create each production, 
and in the volunteers, staff, funders and 
audiences who support it.

Balance
A commitment to balance is evident in the 
variety of our playbill and in the wide range 
of programs Royal MTC offers.

Affordability
A commitment to affordability is reflected in 
our marshalling of public and private sector 
support to keep ticket prices as low as 
possible for all Manitobans.

Accessibility
A commitment to creating theatre 
throughout the city and the province 
is evident in our festivals and touring 
productions.

Sustainability
A commitment to sustainability is evident 
in our rigorous governance structure, our 
sound business practices and our prudent 
financial management.

The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre’s John Hirsch Mainstage. PHOTO BY JERRY GRAJEWSKI

Inset: John Hirsch and Tom Hendry.

Cover: Sera-Lys McArthur in Sarah Ballenden. 
PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT



annual report 2016/17	 royal manitoba theatre centre	 3

Attendance
john hirsch mainstage.................................................. 91,399

tom hendry warehouse................................................ 15,344

winnipeg fringe theatre festival....................... 158,051

christiefest..............................................................................4,779
(Excluding 15,049 who attended Black Coffee  
at the John Hirsch Mainstage)

regional tour.........................................................................3,653

theatre for young audiences.................................... 3,104
Attended four student-only matinee performances

total........................................................................................276,330

The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre operates as a non-profit charitable organization, led 
by the Artistic Director, General Manager, Board Chair and a volunteer Board of Trustees 
from the community. The management practices of Royal MTC are based on five best prac-
tice principles: forward planning, accountability, monitoring, a sound control environment 
and ongoing liaison with the Board of Trustees. The Board’s input and agreement is sought 
regularly on the action plans developed by management. Royal MTC owes its success this 
season to the dedicated, enthusiastic, accountable and responsible governance by board 
and staff. An open annual general meeting was held June 26, 2017, to report artistic and 
financial results to interested subscribers, patrons and community members.

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS

Andrea del Campo and Myles A. Taylor 
in Kill Me Now. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

The cast of The Audience. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT



Edmund Stapleton and Cherissa Richards in The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. PHOTO BY DAVID COOPER

“An inspiring, emotionally powerful story”
 – cbc manitoba
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In the fall of 2009, my friend and our former chair, Gary Hannaford, 

raised the prospect of my joining the Board of Trustees at the Royal 

Manitoba Theatre Centre. I reminded him that I was really a sports guy, 

and although my family is well involved in the music and theatre scene, 

my participation was limited to filling a seat in the audience. 

Gary persisted, knowing that I have always had a soft spot for the theatre 

- particularly the musical variety. We discussed the fact that my son 

Matthew, who was enrolled at Northwestern University, was receiving 

financial support from the Jean Murray — Moray Sinclair Theatre 

Scholarship Fund at Royal MTC. Gary suggested that I might want to 

give something back to the theatre. Chastened, I agreed. In truth, I 

was pleased to be asked to serve, taking Gary at his word that I would 

find the MTC experience something new, interesting, educational and 

fulfilling.

As I now sit here eight years later, having completed my first term as your 

Board chair, I can attest that Gary was correct. I have learned so much 

and become quite passionate about this community asset we all value, 

our Royal MTC — Canada’s pre-eminent regional theatre. It is a privi-

lege to serve as chair alongside the entirely capable and hard-working 

members of your Board of Trustees. The honour is distinctly mine. 

And what a great time it is to be involved at Royal MTC!

We are notably proud of our sizable operating surplus for 2016/17. 

The theatre’s positive financial performance has allowed us to make a 

significant payment into our Stabilization Fund. I continue to be very 

impressed with the prudent management and handling of our theatre 

and its resources. We thank our sponsors, corporate supporters and 

individual donors who continue to deepen their generous commitments 

to our theatre; we are proud to be the beneficiaries of their ongoing and 

growing support. 

Despite a considerable amount of good news, Royal MTC continues to 

face challenges. Stagnant funding and ever-increasing competition for 

the entertainment dollar of Manitobans are issues we confront and work 

to overcome. Creativity, cooperation and tenacity will be required but I 

am optimistic that this institution is well positioned to do so — given the 

capable stewardship of the Board of Trustees in combination with our 

theatre’s impeccable management and staff.

Royal MTC continues to be blessed by the generous support of many 

volunteers, and their contributions to the front-of-house experience 

at both our stages, the Winnipeg Fringe Festival, our key fundraising 

events the Lawyers Play and the Black & White Ball, and our many Board 

Committees, is deeply appreciated. 

At our June Annual General Meeting, Jim McLandress left the Board of 

Trustees, after 17 years of service, to chair the Advisory Committee. Jim 

has worn many hats for Royal MTC, including a number on stage during 

Lawyer Play productions. He is a volunteer brimming with passion, insight 

and abiding good humour, and his contributions to theatre policy, prac-

tice and governance are legion. 

Last year, Royal MTC introduced a new Strategic Plan, and the Board of 

Trustees is working in a focussed manner to comply with the plan. We’ve 

made tangible progress in addressing a number of short-term priorities 

identified in the plan, particularly growing our younger audiences and 

enhancing our theatre’s financial strength. The Board of Trustees has four 

years to advance the work contemplated by the strategic plan and we 

will continue to do so, with vigour.

A. C. (Tony) Fletcher

M E S SAG E  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R
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According to Hallmark.com the traditional gift to give on a 59th anni-

versary is charity. This seems both practical and appropriate, as you’re 

surely saving up for the traditional 60th anniversary gift of a diamond, as 

of course it’s this gift of charity that has made MTC the success story we 

celebrate today. 

This incredible theatre, which operates at the highest professional 

standards, began as a merger between the Winnipeg Little Theatre, 

then a well- respected amateur group, and Theatre 77, which was only 

semi-professional. Calculating the time, money, elbow grease and sheer 

dint of will that was contributed by volunteer and charitable Manitobans 

to ensure Royal MTC would reach our 10th anniversary is impossible. But 

if it wasn’t for the supreme acts of generosity by many of our early volun-

teers, we wouldn’t be on the cusp of our 60th anniversary. 

Royal MTC was the vision of John Hirsch and Tom Hendry, but this 

company’s existence was realized on the shoulders of volunteer leaders 

in our Board room. We continue to be fortunate to attract dedicated 

individuals to serve as our Board of Trustees, and lead with passion, 

energy and enthusiasm. Working alongside our Board of Trustees, our 

experienced staff ensures Royal MTC remains relevant, vital, and deeply 

engaged in the broader community. 

It is the support of our donors, funders, staff, volunteers and supporters 

that we welcome wonderful artists, and give them the resources to 

realize their dreams before our audiences. We are thrilled to see more 

and more young people in our theatres, whether they come with a school 

group, on their own through our Under 30 program, or with their parents 

and grandparents. 

In addition to our traditional subscription and show offerings, this 

year Royal MTC added a special presentation of Annabel Soutar’s 

The Watershed, with the generous support of the Gail Asper Family 

Foundation, and Richard Rooney and Laura Dinner. Annabel’s play is 

a sprawling political story but also a road trip, investigating the forces 

that are shaping the future of our natural resources. In dramatizing the 

fight to save the Experimental Lakes Area, Annabel said that “bringing 

the play to Winnipeg is bringing the play home.” Our thanks to Gail, the 

International Institute of Sustainable Development — ELA, and Porte 

Parole, Montreal. 

It gives me pleasure to extend thanks to our core and sustaining funders 

the Canada Council for the Arts, Canadian Heritage, the Manitoba Arts 

Council, the Province of Manitoba, and the Winnipeg Arts Council for 

their contributions to Royal MTC’s activities, and their special support for 

the Fringe Festival, the Regional Tour and the Master Playwright Festival. 

Canada’s 100th anniversary gave Winnipeg the opportunity to build 

facilities to match the early promise of Winnipeg’s key performing and 

visual arts organizations. As we celebrate Canada’s 150th anniversary, 

we recognize that we built the John Hirsch Mainstage and the Tom 

Hendry Warehouse on Treaty One Land, the traditional territory of the 

Anishinaabe people and the homeland of the Metis Nation. We thank 

them, the Cree, Dakota and Oji-Cree, and all of the custodians of this land.

Camilla Holland

M E S SAG E  F R O M  T H E  E X ECU T I V E  D I R EC TO R



annual report 2016/17	 royal manitoba theatre centre	 7

M E S SAG E  F R O M  T H E  A RT I ST I C  D I R EC TO R

The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre pivots between two foundational 

pillars: 1) the creation of empathy as a path to personal and social enlight-

enment, and 2) balance (e.g., between the classic and the contemporary, 

the harrowing and the heart-warming). These two principles allow every 

Manitoban to find a point of entry, and make of it a portal for deeper 

exploration.

Million Dollar Quartet was that point of entry for many this season, and 

we were grateful to the actors who virtually inhabited the iconic roles. 

The play’s rock star characters try to stay true to their creative roots, 

while negotiating the lucrative lure of the music industry. Audiences 

reveled in the toe-tapping, feel-good familiarity but, if that’s all they 

wanted, they could have stayed home and listened to old records. 

What our production offered, in addition to great live performances by 

engaging artists, was an object-lesson in authenticity, and a flight-plan for 

resisting temptation. 

Since we opened Million Dollar Quartet in January, our generous audi-

ence members have been stopping me in grocery stores to tell me they 

loved that musical. (If I were prone to puns, I might say we struck a chord 

with them.) At a wedding recently, my wife and I were introduced to a 

couple of subscribers who told me that, this year, they just loved … and I 

waited for the words “Million Dollar Quartet”. Instead they went on about 

Sarah Ballenden, and how it was a perfect example of reconciliation.

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada inspired Canadians 

to revisit our flawed history, and to imagine how we might come together 

in peace, forgiveness, and hope. The year after the commission was 

established, we commissioned Manitoba’s most celebrated playwright 

— Maureen Hunter — to write a play about the infamous 1850 Foss-Pelly 

trial, in which two white couples were sued for slandering the Métis wife 

of the chief factor of Hudson Bay Company’s Red River settlement. We 

wanted to explore the lasting impact the trial may have had on relations 

between Manitoba’s Indigenous and immigrant cultures.

The Manitoba Metis Federation and the Louis Riel Institute threw their 

support behind Sarah Ballenden, and we were honoured to work with 

them in bringing our shared history to life. The play is set at Upper Fort 

Garry, a fifteen-minute walk from our theatre, and some of the actors 

traced their family trees back to the characters in the play. Bannatyne 

Avenue, a block south of our theatre, is named after Sarah’s nephew, and 

McDermot a block south of that, is named after the nephew’s wife. Our 

mandate requires us to reflect the community we serve, but it is rare for 

that reflection to feel so close we can touch it.

A new historical drama like Sarah Ballenden and a popular Broadway 

musical like Million Dollar Quartet may live at opposite ends of the 

theatrical spectrum, but they’re both essential to our work. Our talented 

artists and our sophisticated audience members deserve to experi-

ence the full breadth of human existence, transformed into art that has 

meaning and resonance. We are grateful to all of them for bringing their 

intelligence and their imagination to the joyous task of theatre-making.

Yours always,

Steven Schipper



The Curious 
Incident of  

the Dog in the 
Night-Time
A play by Simon Stephens 

Based on the novel by Mark Haddon

October 20 – November 12, 2016 
preview • October 19

Director: Heidi Malazdrewich
Production Design: ShowStages collective 

Set, Costume & Lighting Designer: T. Erin Gruber 
Projection Designer: Joel Adria 
Sound Designer: Elijah Lindenberger

Movement Designer: Linda Garneau
Fight Director: Janine Waddell
Dialect Coach: David Ley
Composer: Matthew Skopyk
Assistant Designer: Cheyenne Sykes
Stage Manager: Michelle Chan
Assistant Stage Manager: Michael Duggan
Apprentice Stage Manager: Holly LaJambe

Cast: Terri Cherniack, David W. Keeley, Beverly 
Ndukwu, Robb Paterson, Cherissa Richards, 
Jamie Robinson, Edmund Stapleton, John Ullyatt, 
Stephanie Wolfe, Patricia Zentilli

A co-production with the Citadel Theatre

The Audience
By Peter Morgan

November 24 – December 17, 2016 
preview • November 23

Director: Christopher Newton
Set & Costume Designer: Christina Poddubiuk
Lighting Designer: Scott Henderson
Sound Designer: John Lott
Queen’s Wig Design: Sharon Ryman
Dialect Coach: Shannon Vickers
Assistant to the Set Designer: Tyler Sainsbury
Stage Manager: Dianne Woodrow
Rehearsal Stage Manager: Chris Pearce 
Assistant Stage Manager: Linsey Callaghan
Apprentice Stage Manager: Katherine Dermott

Cast: Anthony Bekenn, Nigel Bennett, Evan 
Buliung, Benedict Campbell, Ben Carlson, Naomi 
Cronk, Paul Essiembre, Kate Hennig, Kevin Klassen, 
John B. Lowe, Rob McLaughlin, Fiona Reid, Ray 
Strachan, Melanie Whyte, Stefanie Wiens

A co-production with Mirvish Productions

Million Dollar 
Quartet

Book by Colin Escott and Floyd Mutrux 
Original Concept and Direction by Floyd Mutrux 
Inspired by Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee 

Lewis and Carl Perkins

January 5 – 28, 2017 
previews • January 3 & 4

Director: Steven Schipper
Set & Costume Designer: Gillian Gallow
Lighting Designer: Hugh Conacher
Sound Designer: Michael Wright
Assistant Director: Catherine Wreford
Apprentice Set & Costume Designer: Eric Dizon
Stage Manager: Margaret Brook
Assistant Stage Manager: Heather Lee Brereton
Apprentice Stage Manager: Sean Miller

Cast: Matt Cage, Andrew Cecon, Greg Gale, 
Elliott Loran, Laura Olafson, Kris Ulrich, Ryan Voth, 
Kraig Waye

SPONSORED BY THE  
GAIL ASPER FAMILY FOUNDATION &  
THE ASPER FOUNDATION

Black Coffee
By Agatha Christie

February 9 – March 4, 2017 
preview • February 8

Director: Ann Hodges
Set & Costume Designer: Brian Perchaluk
Lighting Designer: Scott Henderson
Sound Designer: Michael Wright
Dialect Coach: Shannon Vickers
Choreographer: Sofia Costantini
Fight Director: Jacquie Loewen
Lighting Design Apprentice: James Thurmeier*
Stage Manager: Leslie Watson
Assistant Stage Manager: Candace Maxwell
Apprentice Stage Manager: Paige Lewis

Cast: Claire Armstrong, Mariam Bernstein, 
Andrew Cecon, Lorne Kennedy, Omar Alex Khan, 
Arne MacPherson, Ross McMillan, Derek Moran, 
Daria Puttaert, Miriam Smith, Cory Wojcik

Part of ChristieFest 2017

Bittergirl: 
The Musical

By Annabel Fitzsimmons, Alison Lawrence  
and Mary Francis Moore

March 16 – April 8, 2017 
previews • March 14 & 15

Director: Krista Jackson
Music Supervisor, Orchestrations &  

Arrangements: Bob Foster
Music Director: Rachel Cameron
Choreographer: Kimberley Rampersad
Set & Costume Designer: Charlotte Dean
Lighting Designer: Scott Henderson
Sound Designer: Michael Wright
Apprentice Choreographer: Amanda Nuttall
Stage Manager: Chris Pearce
Assistant Stage Manager: Paul Skirzyk
Apprentice Stage Manager: Zoë Leclerc-Kennedy

Cast: Rebecca Auerbach, Sarite Harris, Alana 
Hibbert, Michael Torontow

Musicians: Rachel Cameron, Marie-Josée 
Dandeneau, Charlotte Friesen, Joanna Miller

Sarah Ballenden
By Maureen Hunter

April 20 – May 13, 2017 
preview • April 19

Director: Steven Schipper
Set & Costume Designer: Brian Perchaluk
Lighting Designer: Scott Henderson
Sound Designer: Michael Wright
Music Composer: Ted Longbottom
Dramaturg: Brian Quirt
Title Creation: Eric Dizon
Fight Director: Paul Essiembre
Assistant Director: Erica Wilson
Stage Manager: Karyn Kumhyr
Assistant Stage Manager: Kate Duncan
Apprentice Stage Manager: Zoë Leclerc-Kennedy

Cast: John Bluethner, Sarah Constible, Paul 
Essiembre, Toby Hughes, Tom Keenan, Kevin 
Klassen, Julie Lumsden, Sera-Lys McArthur, Ross 
McMillan, Tracey Nepinak

In partnership with the Manitoba Metis Federation 
& Louis Riel Institute

J O H N  H I RS C H  M A I N STAG E  P R O D U C T I O N S

*Position funded through the Jean Murray – Moray Sinclair Theatre Apprenticeship Program
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Lorne Kennedy 
in Black Coffee. 
PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT



My name is 
Asher Lev

by Aaron Posner 
Adapted from the novel by Chaim Potok

October 13–29, 2016 
preview • October 12

Director: Steven Schipper
Set Designer: Martin Ferland
Costume Designer: Louise Bourret
Lighting Designer: Hugh Conacher
Original Sound Designer: Emily Auciello
Assistant Director: Rafaella Rosenberg
Stage Manager: Leslie Watson
Stage Manager (Montreal): Luciana Burcheri

Cast: Ellen David, Alex Poch-Goldin, David Reale

A co-production with the Segal Centre

SPONSORED BY THE  

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF MANITOBA

23.5 Hours
By Carey Crim

November 17 – December 3, 2016 
preview • November 16

Co-Director: Karyl Lynn Burns
Co-Director: Katharine Farmer
Set & Costume Designer: Brian Perchaluk
Lighting Designer: Larry Isacoff
Sound Designer: Chris Brett
Assistant Director: Kevin Klassen
Stage Manager: Paul Skirzyk
Apprentice Stage Manager: Paige Lewis

Cast: Tristan Carlucci, Amanda Lisman, Arne 
MacPherson, Lisa Norton, Jonathan Watton

Hand To God
By Robert Askins

January 26 – February 11, 2017 
preview • January 25

Director: Mitchell Cushman
Set & Costume Designer: Gillian Gallow
Lighting Designer: Hugh Conacher
Puppet Designer/Builder: Marcus Jamin
Sound Designer: Chris Brett
Fight Director: Jacquie Loewen
Dialect Coach: Shannon Vickers
Apprentice Set & Costume Designer: Eric Dizon*
Stage Manager: Michael Duggan
Production Assistant: Brett Mikulik

Cast: Sharon Bajer, Toby Hughes, Amy Keating, 
Tom Keenan, Cory Wojcik

SPONSORED BY DEBORAH GRAY

Kill Me Now
By Brad Fraser

March 30 – April 15, 2017 
preview • March 29

Director: Sarah Garton Stanley
Set & Costume Designer: Amy Keith
Lighting Designer: Hugh Conacher
Sound Designer: Chris Coyne
Fight Director: Paul Essiembre
Assistant Director: Debbie Patterson†
Apprentice Director: Liam Zarrillo*
Apprentice Designer: Darryl Audette*
Stage Manager: Leslie Watson
Assistant Stage Manager: Alison Fulmyk 

Cast: Sharon Bajer, Andrea del Campo, Braiden 
Houle, Myles A. Taylor, Cory Wojcik

SPONSORED BY THE ASPER FOUNDATION

TO M  H E N D RY  WA R E H O U S E  P R O D U C T I O N S R EG I O N A L  TO U R

The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre 
and Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries were 
pleased to present Last Train to Nibroc, the 
2017 regional tour.

Last Train 
to Nibroc

By Arlene Hutton

January 30 – March 4, 2017

Director: Kelly Rae Jenken
Set Designer: Jamie Plummer
Costume Designer: Joseph Abetria
Sound Designer: Chris Brett
Stage Manager: Kathryn Ball
Apprentice Stage Manager: Jane Buttner
Tour Technician: Chris Hadley
Tour Technical Director: Ian Kirk

Cast: Gwendolyn Collins, Kristian Jordan

3,653 attended 24 performances

	jan. 30	 |	 Brandon • 7 Ages Productions

	jan. 31	 |	 Portage la Prairie • William Glesby Centre

	 feb. 1	 |	 Crystal City • Parklane Theatre Committee

	 feb. 2	 |	 Steinbach • Steinbach Arts Council

	 feb. 3	 |	 Carman • Golden Prairie Arts Council

	 feb. 6	 |	 Atikokan • Atikokan Entertainment Series

	 feb. 7	 |	 Sioux Lookout • Sioux Hudson Entertainment 
			   Series

	 feb. 8	 |	 Dryden • Dryden Entertainment Series

	 feb. 9	 |	 Red Lake • Wilderness Entertainment Series

	feb. 10	 |	 Kenora • Lake of the Woods Concert Group

	feb. 12	 |	 Powerview/Pinefalls • Winnipeg River 
			   Arts Council

	feb. 13	 |	 Gimli • Kiwanis Club of Gimli and District

	feb. 15	 |	 Thompson • Recreation, Parks and 
			   Culture, City of Thompson

	feb. 16	 |	 Snow Lake • Aurora Borealis Arts Council

	feb. 17	 |	 Flin Flon • Flin Flon Arts Council

	feb. 20	 |	 Strathclair • Strathclair & District Theatre 
			   Committee, Ltd.

	feb. 22	 |	 Neepawa • Kaleidoscope Concert Series

	feb. 23	 |	 Souris • Souris District Arts Council

	feb. 24	 |	 Winkler • Southern Manitoba Concerts

	feb. 25	 |	 Virden • Virden Arts Mosaic

	feb. 27	 |	 Minnedosa • Minnedosa Performing Arts 
			   Committee

	feb. 28	 |	 Deloraine • Southwest Showcase Inc.

	 mar. 1	 |	 MacGregor • Heartland Recreation 
			   Commission

	mar. 4	 |	 Churchill • Churchill Arts Council
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A SPECIAL PRESENTATION OF 

THE WATERSHED
by Annabel Soutar

March 15–18, 2017

Director: Chris Abraham
Set & Costume Designer: Julie Fox
Lighting Designer: Kimberly Purtell
Sound Designer: Thomas Ryder Payne
Projections Designer: Denyse Karn
Associate Lighting Designer: Oz Weaver
Technical Directors: Oz Weaver & Normand Vincent
Assistant Director: Andrew Kushnir

Stage Manager: Merissa Tordjman
Assistant Stage Managers: Sarah-Marie Langlois 

& Marie-Claude Valiquet
Sound Engineer: Peter Balov
Head of Wardrobe: Ming Wong

Cast: Bruce Dinsmore, Virgilia Griffith, Alex 
Ivanovici, Molly Kidder, Kimwun Perehinec, Eric 
Peterson, Liisa Repo-Martell, Brenda Robins

Co-produced by Porte Parole & Crow’s Theatre 
with support from La Coop Fédérée

SPONSORED BY THE 
GAIL ASPER FAMILY FOUNDATION &  
RICHARD ROONEY AND LAURA DINNER

*Position funded through the Jean Murray – Moray Sinclair Theatre Apprenticeship Program
†Assistance from the Canada Council for the Arts

TOM HENDRY WAREHOUSE SEASON SPONSOR: BMO FINANCIAL GROUP



F E ST I VA L S

winnipeg fringe theatre festival
While the weather didn’t always cooperate, Fringers refused to let a 
few clouds rain on their parade. Indoor attendance topped 98,000 
and included 176 sold-out performances. For the second year in a row, 
the Kids Venue set an attendance record with 5,262 tickets sold. The 
festival featured 169 companies in 30 venues from July 13 to 24.

Royal MTC is the only regional theatre in Canada to produce a Fringe 
Festival, and presents the event as part of its proud commitment 
to developing new artists and audiences. The Winnipeg Fringe has 
enjoyed tremendous growth since it was founded in 1988 and ranks as 
the second-largest event of its kind in North America.

As part of its mandate, the festival returns 100 per cent of box office 
revenue to the performing companies. Because participants are 
accepted to the festival through a lottery, artists enjoy complete 
artistic freedom as they present independent theatre to appreciative 
audiences.

SUPPORTED BY MANITOBA LIQUOR & LOTTERIES

2016 Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival Statistics
ticketed attendance • 98,051
outdoor attendance (including kids fringe) • 60,000
kids venue attendance • 5,262
box office revenue • $723,608.50
number of performing companies • 169
number of indoor performances • 1,409
number of volunteers • 740

Master Playwright Festival
From February 8 to 26, the 17th Master Playwright Festival showcased 
the suspenseful storytelling and colourful characters of the best-
selling novelist of all time, Agatha Christie. ChristieFest attracted 
theatre fans and murder mystery enthusiasts to plays, readings, 
screenings and interactive events. For the first time, Royal MTC’s 
contribution was presented at the John Hirsch Mainstage, offering a 
wonderful opportunity to welcome new audiences to the festival.

Joining Royal MTC to celebrate the life and work of the ‘Queen of 
Crime’ were ACTRA/PAL Winnipeg, The AFC, Dramatic Theatre, 
Echo Theatre/Saucy Gal, Merlyn Productions, Looking Glass 
Productions, R-G Productions, Shoestring Players, Tara Players, Vault 
Projects and Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre.

2017 Master Playwright Festival (Christiefest) Statistics
ticketed attendance • 16,334
free events attendance (lectures and film screenings) • 369
overall festival attendance • 16,703
overall festival box office revenue • $556,325
number of performing companies • 13
number of performances • 105
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WORDPLAY
The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre produces an average of one 
new play each season. This year, Maureen Hunter’s Sarah Ballenden 
had its world premiere on our Mainstage, in partnership with the 
Manitoba Metis Federation and Louis Riel Institute. Dave McLeod, a 
member of the Indigenous Writers Collective, wrote, “Generations of 
Manitoba Métis have been long concerned over the under-represen-
tation of numerous ancestral accomplishments in both written and 
institutionally taught history. In terms of the arts, much catch up still 
needs to occur. ... MTC must be commended for its effort to dramatize 
a Manitoba story with Indigenous characters. Sarah Ballenden will 
certainly be remembered as a great first step towards reconciliation 
on its well-known stage.”

We were also proud to see creations that started at MTC find warm 
receptions well beyond our theatre. In the fall of 2016, Theatre 
Inconnu in Victoria produced Mark Stein’s Mating Dance of the 
Werewolf, which premiered at our Warehouse theatre in 2004, before 
going on to theatres in Ventura, California, and Tacoma, Washington. 

Of course, new work doesn’t just happen. Writers and their work must 
be nurtured. We commission new plays (MTC has several in various 
stages of development), we provide dramaturgical support, and we 
program readings and workshops.

In our quest for new work to produce, we also reviewed 118 script 
submissions this year: plays both new and previously produced that 
are then read by MTC staff and freelance analysts. This year, we hired 
59 artists to perform 7 of the most promising scripts for MTC staff as 
part of our Wordplay series of readings and workshops. 

These diverse activities help playwrights turn their dreams into reality, 
allow other artists to contribute to the creative process early, and give 
our audiences the inside track on the best new plays being written 
here and abroad.

SPONSORED BY INVESTORS GROUP

Cultivating Talent
The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre cultivates talent through a series 
of programs. By inviting students to attend performances on our 
stages and in their schools, we help them imagine a life in the theatre, 
both as artists and as audience members. Our scholarship program 
helps bring those dreams within reach, while apprenticeships give 
artists the hands-on experience they need to bridge the gap between 
theory and practice.

For those already working in the profession, we help broaden their 
skills. Eric Dizon was employed as a graphic designer, but yearned to 
work in the theatre. This year, he apprenticed with Set and Costume 
Designer Gillian Gallow on Hand to God and Million Dollar Quartet. 
He wrote to thank us: “It is very encouraging to know that our theatre 
is full of not only highly talented artists but also kind, generous and 
warm people. It means a lot to aspiring theatre professionals/artists 
like myself.”

We also help local artists expand their geographical and artistic 
horizons. For Heidi Malazdrewich, The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-Time was both her first Mainstage directing contract, and 
her introduction to Edmonton audiences at the Citadel Theatre, our 
co-production partner. On Bittergirl, Music Director Bob Foster was 
so impressed with young Winnipeg musician Charlotte Friesen that 
he hired her to play guitar again for the next Bittergirl production 
in (appropriately) Charlottetown. Actor Melanie Whyte performed 
in Toronto for the first time, with our Mirvish co-production of The 
Audience, and in the company of some of Ontario’s finest theatre 
artists. “Thank you,” she wrote to us, “for recommending me to 
[director] Christopher Newton. I have learned so much. Thanks for all 
you do for our community.”

Finally, our festivals serve as professional springboards, offering oppor-
tunities for artists to stretch themselves. A playwright originally from 
Couchiching First Nation, Frances Koncan won the 2016 Harry S. Rintoul 
Memorial Award for best new Manitoba play at the Winnipeg Fringe 
Theatre Festival, for zahgidiwin/love. She described the Fringe as “very 
supportive” and “a good place to take risks.” She added, “This is the 
first year where I feel like people are noticing my name.” People kept 
noticing her at the 2017 Master Playwright Festival, when she co-di-
rected Agatha Christie’s The Hollow, which played to sold-out houses.

We are always proud to support the work of local artists and, this 
year, 58% of all actors at the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre were 
Manitobans. We are also proud that two plays – Kill Me Now and Last 
Train to Nibroc - featured casts composed entirely of Manitobans. 
Without our artists, our theatre would not exist, and we are proud to 
play some small part in their creative evolutions.

N EW  C R E AT I O N S E X PA N D I N G  T H E  T H E AT R E  E X P E R I E N C E
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The cast of Million Dollar Quartet. PHOTO BY ROBERT TINKER

Toby Hughes, Paul Essiembre and 
Sera-Lys McArthur in Sarah Ballenden. 

PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT
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This season-long program gave thirty Grade 11 and 12 students an in-depth 
look at theatre. Students attended six workshops led by members of 
Manitoba’s professional theatre community followed by a matinee perfor-
mance of each John Hirsch Theatre production. Participants were selected 
based on application essays and teacher recommendations. 

Thirty students from Winnipeg, rural Manitoban, and northern Ontario were 
accepted into the program:
Samantha Machado	 Balmoral Hall
Elena Rempel	 College Jean Sauve
Luke Dygos	 Dryden High School
Cassidy Meghan Haydu	 Dryden High School
Levi McEwan	 Dryden High School
Tiffany Voth	 Dryden High School
Rachel Baziuk	 Fort Richmond Collegiate
Ahmad Mshmesh	 Fort Richmond Collegiate
Nadin Ibrahim Alsharea	 Gordon Bell High School
Madisen Hiebert	 Green Valley School
Ronald Zacharias	 Kildonan East Collegiate
Alana Plett	 Landmark Collegiate
Arianna Nicole Dyck	 McGregor Collegiate
Alexis Ferguson	 Miles MacDonell Collegiate
Reanna Swan	 Miles MacDonell Collegiate
Basel Bakhesh	 NEEDS Centre
Ibrahim Sarhan	 NEEDS Centre
Joshua Lemay	 River East Collegiate
Jessica Shearer	 Rosenort School
MariLynn Champagne	 Ste. Anne Collegiate
Ariella Gunn	 St. John’s Ravenscourt
Brayden Juras	 St. Paul’s High School
Trent Brownlee	 Stonewall Collegiate
Anna O’Neil	 Stonewall Collegiate
Anjelica Guevarra	 Tec Voc High School
Amy Cooper	 Vincent Massey
Maddie Hanton	 Vincent Massey
Marshall Keep	 Vincent Massey
Maria Schwartz	 Vincent Massey
Hunter Watson	 Westwood Collegiate

THE 2016/17 LINEUP
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the night-time • Jacquie 
Loewen, the local fight choreographer, stunt performer, director, and 
actor, showed students how to make stage fighting look convincing while 
staying safe at the same time.

The Audience • Shannon Vickers is the dialect coach on many of Royal 
MTC’s productions. She taught students how to do a classic English 
accent, plus shared ideas for vocal warmups to take back to their own 
drama groups.

Million Dollar Quartet • Students had a full backstage tour of the 
John Hirsch Theatre. Each department explained how they contribute to 
each production and students had the chance to talk to Royal MTC staff 
about the fields that interest them.

Black Coffee • Actor Kevin Klassen walked the students through 
the whole auditioning process: where to find out about auditions, how 
to prepare, and what to take. They learned about the different types of 
auditions and had the chance to present a piece and get feedback.

Bittergirl: The Musical • Brenda Gorlick taught the students how a 
choreographer works with a director to create the “look” for the move-
ment in a show. Then she got the students on their feet learning how to 
talk the talk and walk the walk – it was time to dance!

Sarah Ballenden • Chris Hadley, whose experience includes leading 
the makeup team at Manitoba Opera and founding the special effects 
company Post Mortem Productions, shared tricks of the trade for 
creating dramatic stage makeup and creepy special effects.

SPONSORED BY BELL MTS & SUBWAY

BENEFACTORS: DEBORAH GRAY & MARTHA BURNS

BACKSTAGE PASS: THEATRE PERSpECTIVES FOR STUDENTS

THEATRE FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES
Royal MTC schedules student-only matinee performances for selected productions. This year, 
Royal MTC offered student-only matinees for four productions: The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time, Agatha Christie’s Black Coffee, The Watershed and Sarah Ballenden.

A total of 3,104 students attended student-only matinee performances. An 81% increase over 
last year.

In addition to the students who attended the student-only matinees, 2,838 students attended 
regular performances, including 209 students who subscribed to the entire Mainstage season. 

As part of our TFYA programming, study guides were compiled for selected productions and 
posted on our website where they could be accessed by all Royal MTC patrons.

SPONSORED BY GREAT-WEST LIFE ASSURANCE CO.

Theatre Under 30
This season, Royal MTC launched a new 
program to engage young audiences with our 
theatre. TD Theatre Under 30 is a free member-
ship program for anyone aged 18-30 who digs 
theatre at an affordable price. Members get 
deals on last-minute tickets as well as access 
to exclusive membership events. In the 2016/17 
season, 595 people joined the program and 
purchased 669 tickets throughout the year. That 
is a 238% increase over last season.

SPONSORED BY TD

Backstage Pass 
students get a full 
tour of the John 
Hirsch Theatre.  
PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN



annual report 2016/17

E D U CAT I O N  &  O U T R E AC H

MONDAY MIX
Monday Mix is an informal lecture series available to patrons who 
attend the second Monday of our John Hirsch Mainstage shows. Led 
by local professionals, each session explores a component of the 
production.

THE 2016/17 LINEUP
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the night-time • The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time protagonist Christopher 
Boon is a self-described “mathematician with some behavioral diffi-
culties.” While the novel has often been associated with Asperger’s 
Syndrome, author Mark Haddon now warns against seeing his story 
as a manual for understanding autism. Riki Entz, Winnipeg Chapter 
Co-leader at the Autistic Self-Advocacy Network, discussed her expe-
rience of the novel and the play, as well as what neurodiversity means 
in a wider context. Attendees: 63

The Audience • From decolonization to Thatcherism to Brexit, 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth II has seen monumental change in the 
British Empire. Christopher Frank, Associate Professor of History at 
the University of Manitoba, described the key historical moments in 
The Audience and their impact on Britain. Attendees: 60

Million Dollar Quartet • Sun Records discovered some of 
the most influential musicians of all time, including Elvis Presley 
and Johnny Cash. One day the stars aligned and an impromptu jam 
session became the Million Dollar Quartet. Acclaimed historian, 
writer, musicologist, educator, and broadcaster John Einarson, Rock 
Historian at the Manitoba Conservatory of Music and Arts, gave a 
presentation on the historic significance of the real Sun Records. 
Attendees: 90

Black Coffee • Agatha Christie is still the best-selling author of all 
time, and her large body of work has been adapted for the stage, the 
big screen, radio, television, graphic novels, and even video games. So 
how do we keep it fresh and relevant for a contemporary audience? 
From casting to research, and modifications to rehearsals, director 
Ann Hodges shared her insights into Black Coffee. Attendees: 103

Bittergirl: THe musical • A facility tour led by Scott Henderson, 
Lighting Designer for Bittergirl: The Musical described how lighting 
brings a production to life to create moods. Attendees: 58

Sarah Ballenden • Sarah Ballenden was a polarizing figure in 
the Red River settlement – respected by many, envied by others, 
and hated by a key few. Dr. Karine Duhamel, Curator for Indigenous 
Content at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights, discussed the 
fur trade practice of “country marriages” and its importance in the 
Red River settlement. In addition, Dr. Duhamel described the roles of 
women within Red River society and explained how tensions among 
women, based on both class and race, contributed to the exciting 
events that led to the Foss-Pelly trial. Attendees: 53

TALKBACKS
Post-show, actors returned to the stage for a question-and-answer 
session with the audience.  Talkbacks were hosted after Tuesday 
evening performances and the final Wednesday matinee at the John 
Hirsch Theatre and after Tuesday evening performances and Thursday 
matinees at the Tom Hendry Theatre. Additional Talkbacks hosted by 
community members were held during the run of Kill Me Now by Brad 
Fraser. A total of 2,636 patrons attended talkbacks throughout the 
season.

RELAXED PERFORMANCE
Royal MTC held our first Relaxed Performance on November 10, 
2016, for The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. Relaxed 
performances are designed to welcome audience members who 
would benefit from a more relaxed environment, including those with 
sensory concerns, autism spectrum disorders, learning disorders, or 
anyone for whom the regular theatre experience can be challenging. 
Small modifications were made to the production and the patron 
experience in consultation with the Theatre Development Fund 
Autism Theatre Initiative and the Autistic Self Advocacy Network 
of Winnipeg. The performance was open to all patrons, including 
subscribers, students, and single ticket buyers, and 425 people 
attended.

JEAN MURRAY – MORAY SINCLAIR 
THEATRE SCHOLARSHIP

In recognition and celebration of two Winnipeg personalities who 
contributed to our theatre’s development, Royal MTC established 
the Jean Murray – Moray Sinclair Theatre Scholarship Fund. This 
fund awards scholarships to successful applicants who are full-time 
students attending accredited theatre schools or university theatre 
programs, and who intend to pursue a career in theatre.  Also, this 
fund awards apprenticeships to emerging professional artists and 
craftspeople who have completed accredited post-secondary training 
within the past two academic years and are looking for opportunities 
to gain experience in professional theatre.

Royal MTC awarded a total of $20,500 for the 2016/2017 academic 
year/theatre season.

Scholarship recipients
Ksenia Broda-Milian
Alexandra Chubaty-Boychuk
Chayce Dykstra
Ciera Fredborg
Brittany Fredrickson
Mallory James
Hannah Krostewitz
Jazz Marcelino
Emily Meadows
Victoria Popp
Alix Sobler
Kira Watson
Emma Welham
Chase Winnicky

Apprenticeship recipients
Eric Dizon
Zoë Leclerc Kennedy
Suzie Martin
Katie Schmidt
James Thurmeier
Liam Zarrillo

The cast of Bittergirl: The Musical. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT



One Million Moments
Elvis, the King himself kicked off a night of rock ’n’ roll glamour, themed 
after Million Dollar Quartet, at the Hotel Fort Garry’s Grand Ballroom 
on Saturday, November 5 for the 34th annual Black & White Ball. 
The sold-out crowd enjoyed a spectacular evening of delicious food, 
engaging conversation, fabulous auction prizes and a dance floor filled 
with energetic guests. The Black & White Ball is our largest event to 
raise funds to keep great theatre accessible to all Manitobans.

Royal MTC and the event committee sincerely thank our generous 
guests, sponsors, corporate table purchasers, donors and volunteers 
for making this event our most successful yet. Special thanks to Premier 
Sponsor RBC for their continued support.

In celebration of Royal MTC’s 60th anniversary, please join us for the 
35th Black & White Ball on Saturday, November 4, 2017 as we move to 
the RBC Convention Centre.

Congratulations to Reed Winstone, winner of the Fillmore Riley 
Vacation Prize!

S P EC I A L  EV E N TS

ALL PHOTOS BY MANUEL F. SOUSA PHOTOGRAPHY

The Black & White Ball committee

PREMIER SPONSOR

RBC

PLATINUM SPONSOR

CN

SILVER SPONSOR

MacDon Industries Ltd.
Gerry & Barb Price

BRONZE SPONSOR

HUB International

SUPPORTING 
SPONSORS

Conviron
Number Ten Architectural 

Group
Tetrem Capital 

Management

FILLMORE RILEY 
VACATION PRIZE

Fillmore Riley LLP
Continental Travel Group
WestJet Vacations

WINE SPONSOR

De Luca Fine Wines

RECEPTION SPONSOR

Mercedes Benz Winnipeg

AUCTION SPONSOR

ADESA Winnipeg

OFFICIAL FLORIST

McDiarmid Flowers

SPONSORS

Air Canada
AVEDA Institute
Dycom Direct Mail
Esdale Printing Company 

Ltd.
EventLight.ca
The Fort Garry Hotel, Spa 

and Conference Centre
Freeman Audio Visual
Manuel F. Sousa 

Photography
Planned Perfectly
Relish New Brand 

Experience
Soirée Event Planning
Swank Event Rentals

CORPORATE TABLES

24/7 Intouch
BMO Bank of Montreal
Cardinal Capital 

Management, Inc.

Carlyle Printers, Service & 
Supplies Ltd.

Domo Gasoline Corp. Ltd.
Ernst & Young Corporate 

Finance Inc.
Fillmore Riley LLP
Gendis Inc.
Granite Financial Group 

Inc.
Greystone Managed 

Investments
Investors Group
KPMG LLP
Ladco Company Ltd.
National Leasing
PwC
Silver Jeans Co.
Taylor McCaffrey LLP
Terracon Development 

Ltd.
Welders Supplies Ltd.
Winnipeg Building & 

Decorating Ltd.
Winnipeg Free Press

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Amazing Entertainment
Folklorama Inc.
Dirty T-Shirt Productions
Carson Nattrass
Our Auction Donors
Our Volunteers

COMMITTEE

Aynsley Cockshott, 
Co-Chair

Linda McGarva-Cohen, 
Co-Chair

Liz Baines
Albiana Bugujevci
Barb Christie
Patty Christie

Katie Davidson
Karen Duha
Florence Eastwood
Paulo Fernandes
Lauren Fischer
Nicola Guttormson
Mary Johannson
Jason Kasper

Elsebeth Kriening
Brad McCabe
Penny McLandress
Barbara Pritchard
Bronya Rae-Pemberton
Kellie Tanchak
Claire Workman
Brenda Zaporzan

attendance • 406
net proceeds • $163,374
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*Appears with permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association

PRESENTING SPONSOR
PwC

SILVER SPONSORS

Lawton Partners

RECEPTION SPONSORS

RBC Convention Centre

The Fort Garry Hotel, Spa and Conference Centre

WINE SPONSOR

De Luca Fine Wines

COMMITTEE

Jamie Jurczak, Chair
Kalyn Bomback
Krista Boryskavich
Paul Cooper
John Harvie
Melissa Hazelton
Reannah Hocken
Shawn Hughes
Jessica Isaak

Brenda Keyser
Cynthia Lau 
Harmanjit Mavi
Jim McLandress
Stacy Nagle
Jeff Palamar
Neil Steen
Stéphanie Tétreault

tickets sold for four performances • 798
net proceeds • $47,181

Twelve Angry 
Jurors
By Reginald Rose 

Adapted by Sherman Sergel

May 3-6, 2017

Director: Heidi Malazdrewich*
Production Designer: Kari Hagness
Wardrobe Coordinator: Lorraine O’Leary
Lighting Designer: Randy Zyla Harder
Audio: Chris Brett
Fight Director: Jacquie Loewen*
Dialect Coach: Tom Soares
Stage Manager: Chuck McEwen
Assistant Stage Manager: Jennifer Cheslock

Cast: Gail Asper, Kalyn Bomback*, Bill Haight, John 
Harvie, Cynthia Hiebert-Simkin, Jeff Hirsch, Zilla 
Jones, Tony Kavanagh, Peter Kingsley, Bryan Klein, 
Jim McLandress, Jody Ostapiw, Victoria Perrie, 
Sandi Phillips, Steve Scarfone, Heather Wadsworth

Production Partner: The Manitoba Bar Association

Royal MTC/MBA Lawyers Play
The Verdict is in – We Have a Hit!
The powerful courtroom thriller Twelve Angry Jurors kept the audience on the edge of their seats from May 3 to 6 for the Lawyers 
Play – a fundraiser in support of the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre. The dedicated cast of members of the Manitoba Bar Association 
played passionate jurors deciding the fate of a 19-year-old man accused of murdering his father. A story that still resonates in our time, 
Twelve Angry Jurors examines prejudice, the principle of reasonable doubt, and what it truly means to live in a democracy.

Celebrating its 25th production, the Royal MTC/MBA Lawyers Play is a vital fundraising event for the theatre, and has raised more 
than $1,000,000 since 1990! We wish to thank our generous patrons, donors, advertisers and sponsors for supporting our efforts to 
offer extraordinary theatre at accessible prices to all Manitobans.

Royal MTC would also like to extend sincere thanks to the talented cast and hardworking crew, as well as our many volunteers and committee members.

MBA President Bradley D. Regehr with Lawyers 
Play committee member Jamie Jurczak. 

PHOTO BY DAVID SWIECICKI

The cast of Twelve Angry Jurors. PHOTO BY DAVID SWIECICKI

The cast of Twelve Angry Jurors. PHOTO BY DAVID SWIECICKI

The cast of Twelve Angry Jurors. PHOTO BY DAVID SWIECICKI
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DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

HERO • $6,000+

Gail Asper, OC, OM, LLD* & 
Michael Paterson

June & Bob Jackson Memorial 
Fund for the Performing Arts  
- The Winnipeg Foundation

Hartley & Heather Richardson
Leslie John Taylor Fund  

- The Winnipeg Foundation

BENEFACTOR • $2,000–5,999

Leah Bjarnarson & Robert Malech
David* & Lianne Carefoot
Dave* & Barb Christie
Heather Clarke*
Kerry Dangerfield*‡
John F. (Jack) Fraser*
Susan Glass & Arni Thorsteinson
Sylvia Guertin-Riley
Rita Gunn* & Greg Mason
Elba Haid & Lara Secord-Haid
Camilla Holland† & Colin Viebrock‡
Ms. Maureen E. Jay
Andrew & Wendy Jensen
Derek & Mary Johannson
Kevin & Els Kavanagh
John Kearsey*‡
Dr. Terry Klassen & Grace Dueck
Dr. P. Kmet & Mr. B. Roslycky
Bill & Shirley Loewen
Reginald & Judy Low
Virginia & the late Robert Martin
Drs. Ken & Sharon Mould
In memory of Liam Murphy  

- Leigh Murphy‡
The Michael Nozick Family 

Foundation
Cam & Carole Osler
Dr. Bill Pope & Dr. Elizabeth 

Tippett-Pope
Derek Riley
Terri Cherniack & Steven Schipper, 

CM†‡
Maitland & Pat Sundmark
Triple A Fund-The Winnipeg 

Foundation
Marcel Van Woensel
Sonya & Scott Wright
2 Anonymous

LEADER • $1,500–1,999

Marjorie Blankstein CM, OM, LLD & 
the late Morley Blankstein

Sheldon & Penny Bowles
Dr. Bonnie Cham & Dr. Lorne Bellan
Robert & Florence Eastwood
Tony* & Jennifer Fletcher‡
Sylvia & Doug Hannah
Investors Group Matching Gift 

Program
David & Diane Johnston
Laurie Lam† & Larry Desrochers
Elizabeth Marr & Nick Slonosky
Jim* & Penny McLandress‡
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrie & Fran Pollard
Sanford & Deborah Riley
Kevin Hines & Shelly Smith-Hines†‡
In memory of Annice Stephens 

- Joan Stephens
Jim & Jan Tennant
Richard L. Yaffe* & John A. Statham
Darcy & Brenda Zaporzan
Anonymous

MEMBER • $1,000–1,499

Margaret & Jim Astwood
Dr. Jerry Baluta & Olga Kandia
Doneta* & Harry Brotchie‡
Brenlee Carrington Trepel & Brent 

Trepel
Haderra & Mark Chisick
Jan* & Kevin Coates
Pamela & Andrew Cooke
Gerry* & Chris Couture
Lawrence & Brenda Ellerby
Paulo Fernandes*‡
Katherine Fox*‡
Sandy Gousseau*
Shayla Harapiak-Green & Patrick 

Green*
Mintie & Al Grienke
John* & Nicola Guttormson‡
Linda Hamilton & Grange Morrow‡
In memory of Kristin Hanson 

- Dawn & Brian Hanson
N & L Holliday
Shawn Hughes* & Bruno Koehn‡
Katie Inverarity†‡
Jason Kasper*
Laurence Katz & Zoe Kogan
Gordon Keatch*‡
Julie Ann Kniskern
Brenda* & Trevor Kriss‡
Ahava Halpern & Frank Lavitt
Rick Lee & Laurie Shapiro
Peter & Karen Leipsic
Christine Skene & Nick Logan
Pat & Jim Ludwig
Dr. Douglas MacEwan
Mark & Gloria Mancini‡
Carol & Barry McArton
Grant Mitchell & Cat Lambeth
Jeffrey* & Mary Morton
Vivienne Nickerson
Dr. & Mrs. Kieran O’Keeffe
Linda & Wayne Paquin
M. Plett-Lyle
K. Heather Power & Harold Klause‡
Lawrence Prout* & Lisa Gardewine‡
Margaret Redmond* & Greg Gillis‡
Mrs. Shirley Richardson
Andrea* & Michael Robertson‡
Barbara & Derek* Rolstone‡
Leah & Michael Routledge
Diane Shapiro
Edward Shinewald
Ken & Susan Skinner*
Bill & Laurie Speers*
Shelley† & Mark Stroski‡
Melinda Tallin† & Glen Mitchell‡
Tim Valgardson* & Cecily 

O’Callaghan

Dorothy Y Young
Anonymous

FRIENDS OF  
ROYAL MTC

ENTHUSIAST • $500–999

Robert & Joy Antenbring
Archie & Jo-Anne Arnott
Zita & Mark Bernstein Family 

Foundation
Bruce & Shelley Bertrand-Meadows
Ron Blicq
Michael & Elizabeth Boroditsky
Cathie & Brian Bowerman
Susan Brownstone Brock & Thomas 

Brock
France Adams & Stephen Brodovsky
Cheryl Chaban
Mairi Chadwick
Saul Cherniack & Myra Wolch
Donald & Cheryl Courcelles
James & Gwen Court
J. Davidson‡
J. Dawson
Selma Enns
Ernest & Ruth Epp
Gary Hannaford* & Cathy Rushton
Gordon Hannon
Gregg & Mary Hanson
Dr. Ted & Gail Hechter
Hon. Justice William Johnston
Brenda Keyser & Peter Murdock
Ian Kirk†‡
Marion Klysh
E. Koop
Katarina Kupca
Dianne & Laurie Logan
Mr. G. Markham
Gerry Matte & Lydia Surasky-Matte
Terri & Jim McKerchar
Irene & the late Claire Miller
Dr. Catherine Moltzan & Paul Brault
Chris Nielsen
Linda Nugent
Deborah & George Nytepchuk
Richard & Bonnie Olfert
Kerrie Orlick
Peter & Anita Pelech
Donna Plant
Murray & Cindy Reimer
Iris Reimer
Erma Rempel
David & Joan Rew
Ricou-Manfreda
Barbara Scheuneman
Melanie Sexton† & Ian Walsh‡

In memory of Sybil Shack for 
the benefit of MTC - Jewish 
Foundation of Manitoba

Margaret & Paul Shuckett
Jeff Sisler & Cathy Rippin-Sisler
Jennifer Skelly† & Family‡
The Spielman Family
Debbie Spracklin
Donald & Lorraine Swanson
Marilyn Thompson
Louis Trepel & W.T. Grogan
Vicki Verville
Florence & Donald Whitmore
Margaret Wikjord
Valerie Wowryk
3 Anonymous

SUPPORTER • $150–499

Robert & Ina Abra Family Fund - 
The Winnipeg Foundation

Acuity HR Solutions†
Pat & Bob Adamson
Dr. Liz Adkins
Dawn Andersen
Judy & Jay Anderson
Elizabeth B. Armytage Fund  

- The Winnipeg Foundation
Michel & Danita Aziza
Brenda Badiuk
Richard & Nancy Ball
June & Ted Bartman
Larry Beeston & Anna Sikora
Byrnes Benoit
Trish Bergal
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Bergbusch
Terri & Morley Bernstein
Trust Beta
Edwin M. Bethune
Lino Bettencourt
Brenda Binda
Tyler & Sable Birch‡
Joan Blight
Lilian Bonin
Colleen & Stephen Bonner
Denise Bonner
Dr. Elizabeth Boustcha
Gill Bramwell
Duane & Pauline Braun
Janice Braun
Kris & Ruth Breckman
Jackie & Steve Broda-Milian
Billy Brodovsky & Libby Yager‡
Sheila & David Brodovsky
Eldon Brown
Gerald R. Brown
George & Ellen Bruce
Carol Budnick
Giles Bugailiskis & Margo Foxford

Cheryl Butler
Donna Byrne
Corinne Campbell
Kelly & Judy Caughlin
Merv & Jan Cavers
Ron & Carol Chapman
Rosemary Chapman
Lawrie & Bea Cherniack
Mr. Jaydeep Chipalkatti‡
Shelley Chochinov
Art & Donna Chow
Glen & Lorna Clark
Kenneth Clark & Pamela Lockman
Katherine Cobor & Gordon 

Steindel
Agnes & John Collins
Diane M. Connelly
Graham & Linda Connor
Philip Coulter
Ray & Brenda Crabbe
Roy & Marie Craig
Ellen Curtis‡
J. Dale
Dr. & Mrs. James Dalton
G. L. Damphousse
Werner & Judy Danchura
Ms. Linda Daniels
Mrs. Maureen Danzinger
Mr. & Mrs. Hy Dashevsky*
Diane de Rocquigny
Chloe & Ron Del Bigio
Ben & Shari Diamond
Faye Dixon
Sylvia & Margaret Docker
Carl Doerksen
Beverley Doern
Joan Dougherty
Mr. & Mrs. Drewett
John & Ada Ducas
Sharron & Joel Dudeck
Helene Dyck
Roberta Dyck
Mr. & Mrs. Glen* & Joan Dyrda
Mr. & Mrs. William Easton
Greg Edmond & Irene 

Groot-Koerkamp
John Ekins
Mr. & Mrs. John & Martha Enns
Dan Erickson
Debra Evaniuk
Marion Fellinger
Cindy Fernandes
Nelma Fetterman
Elizabeth Findlay
Douglas Finkbeiner
Gayle Fischer
Beverley & Ronald John Fitzpatrick
Marcia Fleisher
Lawrence Foster‡
M & D Francen
Chris Freeman
Susan & Ab Freig
Arnold Frieman
Menno H. & Jolanda Friesen
Felicia & Trevor Frost
James Fulkerson
Colleen & Dan Furlan‡
Ron Gaffray
Mr. & Mrs. R. Gallant
Frank Filbert & Judy 

Garwood-Filbert
Lynne & Lindsay Gauld‡
Denise & Ron George
Rick & Patti Gilhuly
Ms. Heather Gillander
Jacqueline & Denis Godard
Barbara & David Goldenberg
Chuck Golfman
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Gomori
Alicyn Goodman‡
Paul Goodman

S U P P O RT E RS

Amanda Lisman and  
Jonathan Watton  
in 23.5 Hours.
PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT
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Jeremy & Maureen Gordon‡
Shawn & Bill Gould
Dr. Richard Greene
Kari Hagness†‡
Gregory & Heather Hammond
Bruce & Judy Harris
Teresa A. Hay
Ken & Ruth Hayes
Evelyn Hecht
Frank & Sue Hechter
Mr. Kyle Hendin
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Hick
Stan & Edith Hildebrand
John & Lenore Hodge
Mr. Dennis Hodgkinson
Michael & Crystal Hollas
Gary Hook & Charmine Lyons
Mary Horodyski† & Alexander 

Shewchuk
C. Houde
Ken Houssin
Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Karen Howell
Dr. Frank & Donna Hruska
Dan Ilchyna
Peter Isaac
Marlis & David Jacobson
Elizabeth Janzen
Cliff Jeffers
Margaret Jeffries
Brenda Jenkyns
Lynne Jentsch
Claire & Gerald Jewers
Guenter & Crystal Jochum
Dave & Lesia Johns
Robert & Karen Johnston
Lisa Johnston‡
Marilyn & Sheldon Joyal
Marilyn Juvonen
Dr. & Mrs. Philip Katz
Edgar Kellett
Rick Kendall
Robert Kennedy & Claudette 

LeClerc
Nancy Kerr
Peter Kingsley
Paula Klan
Eileen & George Klassen
Orah & Soody Kleiman
Ken & Iris Kliewer
Kevin & Deneen Klippenstein
Myron & Marion Klysh
John & Kathryn Knowles
Paul Kochan
David & Denise Koss
Lisa Koss & Olex Vecherya
Annis Kozub
Lorraine Kraichy‡
Carol Campbell & Andy Krentz
Howard & Jane Kroeger
Eileen Kroeker
Jonathan & Cara Kroft
Jan & Randie Kushnier
Teena Laird
Edith Landy
Brenda & Glenn Lange
Barbara Latocki
Dr. G. H. Lawler
Anna Lebrun & Bill Reynolds
Iris Lechner
Katrina Lee-Kwen & Jeff Neufeld
Kathy & Saul Leibl
Gloria Lemke
Tim & Kate Letkemann‡
Carol & Clifford Levi
Wendell & Eleanor Lind
Shelagh Linklater
Judy & Eric Lister
Charles & Diane Littman
Wayne Loeppky
David & Marie Loewen
Mary-Anne Lovallo

Dr. Simon Lucy
Dr. Sora Ludwig & Dr. Brent 

Schacter
Sofia Lukie‡
Carole Lupkowski
Tom Lussier
Dr. & Mrs. Ted Lyons
John MacDonald‡
Sharon M. Macdonald
Dennis MacKay & Annette 

Stapenhorst
Allan & Joanne Malenko
Neil Antman & Andrea Mann
Tamara Mares
Mrs. Vera Marchuk
Elaine & Neil Margolis
Agatha Massey
Linda Matheson
Jemara Fay
Bob & Betty McCamis
Dr. & Mrs. Donald McInnes
Mr. & Mrs. Campbell McIntyre
Marlene & Ian McKay
Richard Comparey & Micheline 

McKay-Comparey
Doug McKeag
Gordon McKee
Greg & Gloria McLaren
John & Carolynne McLure Fund  

- The Winnipeg Foundation
Ramesh Mehta
Barb Melnychuk
Albert & Judith Metcalfe‡
Susie Miclash
Jim & Karren Middagh
Marlene Milne
Jacqueline Mitchell
Dr. Michael & Sharon Moffatt
Marc Monnin & Donna Miller
Shelley Morris
Sagan Morrow*‡
Cathy Moser & Jeff Itzkow
Maren Mueller
Bill Muir
Don Munro
Suzanne & Kenneth Munroe
Charlotte Murrell
Beverly Nagamori
Dr. Leanne Nause Medical 

Corporation
Marika Nerbas
Alissa Neufeld
Edwin & Pat Nicholls‡
Robert Nickel
Helen Norrie
Tom Nowicki
Jim & Lou Ogston
Gary Oko
Joanne Olchowecki
Truus Oliver
Gloria & Robert Olynyk
Helen Orestes
Cynthia Orris
Cam Mackie & Doris Mae Oulton
Jeff Palamar
Murray Palay & Ivy Kopstein
Heather & Harry Panaschuk
Dr. Philip & Joanne Pass
Myron Pawlowsky & Susan Boulter
Christopher Pearce
Aaron & Maureen Penner
Gina & John C. Petersmeyer*
B. Peterson & S. Slonosky
Rob & Linda Pettit
Rick Pinchin
Donna & John Platt
Carla Plummer
Leonard & Ruth Podheiser  

- Gift Funds Canada
Beth Pollard
Carolyn Porhownik

Brett Porth
Ms. Karen Dawn Power
Keith Powls
David & Sharon Putter
Tamara Rabkin
Vivian E Rachlis
Rudy & Audrey Ramchandar
Angeline Ramkissoon
Linda Ratynski
Dr. Martin Reed & Joy Cooper
Vance Rehill
Cheryl Reid
Shelley Rennie
Mr. & Mrs. William Reynolds
Joyce Rich
Dr. & Mrs. J. Richtik
Marilyn Robbins
Tony Robbins
Jane Robinson
M. Rogalsky
Mr. Robert Rogers
Kevin Rollason & Gail MacAulay
Renee Roseman
Jay Ross
Pat & Michelle Rowan
Olga A. Runnalls
Elizabeth & Laurence Russin
Michael T. Ruta
Sandra Sadler
Paul and Cathy Samyn
Shona Scappaticci‡
Carolyn Schellenberg
Hans & Gabriele Schneider
Ms. Faye Scott
Darcia & Gary Senft
Dennis & Karen Sereda
Bonnie Talbot & Dr. Meir Serfaty
Jim & Susan Shaw
Sharon Shaydak
Ms. Pat Shklanka
Dr. & Mrs. A.M. Shojania
Shayna & Merrill Shulman
Henry & Connie Shyka
Debbie Shymko
Cliff & Sandra Skrabek
Carol & Ron Slater Fund  

- Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
Constance Smith
Chad Smith‡
Lillian Smith
Mrs. Lorraine Smith
Al* & Virginia Snyder
Deanne Spiegel
Jacqueline St. Hill
Mr. David Stacey
Evelyn Stephen
Heidi Struck†
Eleanor Suderman
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Swart
Shayne & Kathryn Taback
Ross & Bette-Jayne Taylor
Mary-Lou K Taylor
Karen Tereck - Welcome to 

Winnipeg Inc.
Ian R. Thomson & Leah R. Janzen
Phyllis Thomson
Mary E. Tibbs‡
Sharon Timson
Malcolm & Shirley Tinsley
Doug & Heather Tisdale
Gavin & Judy Todd
Helen Tomlinson
Gordon & Mary Toombs
Gord & Lorena Trann
W. Tretiak & B. Baydock
Peter Triggs
Dr. Stephen Tritt & Dr. Sharon 

Goszer-Tritt
Terry Tully
Eric Turner
Grant Tweed

Robert Tyler & Laurel 
Hammond-Tyler

A. Van de Vijsel
Mr. Charles R. Vandekerkhove
Patricia Van Doninck
Fran & Bob Vannevel‡
Dr. & Mrs. I. Vinsky
Fran & Estela Violago
Dr. & Mrs. M. B. Vodrey
Helmut & Gwen Waedt
Dorothy Walker
V. Stirling Walkes
Sherry & Bob Ward
Donald Wardrop
Peter & Joan Washchyshyn
David & Deanna Waters
Phyllis Watson
Walter & Shirley Watts
Mary Agnes Welch
Tamara & John Wells
Al & Pat Wherrett‡
Murray & Nancy Wiegand
John T. & Justina Wiens
Trevor Wiens‡
Peter & Elizabeth Wijtkamp
In memory of C. Noreen Wilkie  

- Catherine Wilkie
Ms. Lynda Will
Arthur Williams
Leslie Wilson
Murray Wilson & Ivy Namaka
Dennis & Gustine Wilton
Dr. & Mrs. Eric J. Winograd
R & A Winstone
Dr. David Wiseman & Merilyn Kraut
Grant & Sheila Woods
Adele & Arthur Wortzman
Harry & Evelyn Wray
Raymond & Louise Wyant
Landice Yestrau
35 Anonymous

FRIEND • $50–149

Liz Adair
Bob & Cathy Alridge
Brock & Donna Alexander
Donna Allary
Leslie E. Anderson
Bonnie & Joel Antel
Harry Rosenbaum
Mary Anne Appleby
Lynne Arnason
Phyllis Arnold-Luedtke
Mr. Aubrey & Dr. Linda Asper
Association of Fundraising 

Professionals
Michael Averbach
Angela Bachynski
Ian Backus
Eugene Bacon
Bruce R. Ball
Robert Bamburak
Ms. June Bari
Mary Baria
April Barker
Dr. John & Karen Bate
Brenda Batzel
Lynne Baxter
Holly Beirnes-Burt
Florence Bell
Donald & Edith Besant
Sutanuka Bhattacharya
Karen Bieber
Kendall & Deborah Bingeman
Val & Blair Bingeman
Kelly Black
John R. Bluethner
Marnie & Keith Bolland
John Bond
Oksana Bondarchuk
H. F. Bowen

Terry Bowles
Morva Bowman & Alan Pollard
Ruth Boyes
James A. & Jean Bracken Fund  

- The Winnipeg Foundation
Garth & Judy Bradley
Melissa Brett
Pierre Brien
Robert & Phyllis Briercliffe
Robert & Cheryl Briercliffe
Mr. & Mrs. Greg & Sylvia Brodsky
Bob & Diane Brown
Ms. Judy Brown
Elizabeth Bryan‡
Sean & Melanie Bueckert
John Buermeyer
John Burrows
Janice Butcher
Enid Butler
Vera Butterworth
Linda & Ed Calnitsky
Teresa Cameron
Kevin & Lisa Campbell
Pauline Campbell
Pierre L. & Doris Campeau
Adrienne Careen
Lorraine Carpenter
Brendan & Barbara Carruthers
Jeanetta Casselman
Douglas Chapman
Kim Chapman
Cheryl Chase
Donna Chastko
Duane Cheskey
Dave & Elizabeth Clement
Terry Clifford
Krystyn Clouston
Keith & Wilma Coffin
Lloyd Cohen
Simone’s Skincare Studio
Donna Collins
M Colquhoun
Christine H. Coltart
Bob Conarroe
David & Kathy Connor
Susan Copeland
Mr. & Mrs. Marek & Karen Corbett
Edward & Brenda Cotton
Anna Coulter
R. Lynn Craton
Maxine Cristall
Craig Cuddy
Holly Cumming
Bradley J. Curran
Lorraine Daniel
Bob & Alison Darling
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Darlington
Karen David
Ms. D. Davidson
Shelley Day
Cecile De Vries
Clemence Deschouwer
Riel Dion
Heather Dixon & Tony Harwood 

Jones
Rob Dryden
Ron Dueck
Jay & Heather Duncan
Sonya Dyck-Ledochowski
Michael Easton
Tim Edginton
John Edwards
Enda Egan
Sheila Engel
Alessandra Esposito
Erica Esselmont
Michael & Brenda Evans
F. Fahner
Nancy & Ken Faulder
Catherine Ferguson
Heather Ferguson
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Linda Ferguson
Charlene Ferrier
Kate Feris
Dr. & Mrs. D.D. & B.M. Fillis
Christine Fleetwood
Janet & Brian Fleishman
Denis & Barb Fletcher
Jill Fox
Donna Frame‡
Linda Freed & Leezan 

Freed-Lobchuk
Janice French
Mrs. Gitta Fricke
Anne Friesen
Annika Friesen
Julie Friesen
Monica Furer
Daniel Gagnon
Diana Gibson
Trish Gibson
Sandra Giercke
Morris Glimcher
Lois Goertzen
Roberta Goodman
Kayla Gordon & Art Maister
John & Linda Graham
Linda Graham
Ms. Mavis E. Gray
Noreen Greenberg
Rodger & Marion Guinn
Jonathan Gunn
Robert & Diane Haglund
Barbara & Norman Hallson
F. & Christine Hanlon
Elizabeth Hanssen
Paul & Valerie Harack
Allan & Evelyn Hardy
T. & Carol Hardy
Linda A. Harlos
Bryan & Pam Harmer
Joanne Harris
Glenn Harrison
Wayne Harrison
Wolfgang Heidenreich
Judy Heppelle
Larry Herbert
Karen Herd
David & Mary Hickling
Jean Highmoor
John & Eva Hildebrand
Mrs. Audrey Hilderman
Gwen Hoare
Barbara & David Hodge
Emma Hogg

Sharon Holtz
Ian & Carol Hughes
Sandy & Murray Hyman
Mrs. Kadri Irwin
Stu & Alice Iverson
Heather D. Janik
Sylvia Jansen
Judy Janzen
Bruce & Grace Johnson
Janet Johnson
Bruce Johnston
Claudette Journe
Ijneb Joyal
Joanne & Rod Kamins
Penny Kaminski
Loretta Kampeas & John Gartner
Sherry Kaniuga
Dr. Arnold & Doreen Arnold Kapitz
Wade Kastes
Dr. Arvind & Nancy Kati
Sheila & Ken Katz
Jeanne Kaye‡
Mr. & Mrs. S. Kelemen
Ms. Penny Kelly
M. J. King
Ernest & Noreen Klassen
Richard & Karin Klassen
Patricia Knipe
Peter & Valerie Kohut
Linda & Peter Kostiuk
Dr. Sheldon & Mrs. Jacki Koven
Shelley Kowalchuk
Serena Kraayeveld
Georgina Krebs
The Estate of Pat Carrigan
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kriz
Natallia Kudzelevich
Leonard & Helen La Rue
Ms. Evelyne Anderson & Mr. John 

Lamont
Cheryl Langer
Elizabeth Lansard
Ms. Nancy Latocki
Candice Lawson
Donna Lazar
Richard Leipsic
Shirley Liba
Shelley Lichtman
Lori Anne Lobb
Linda Loewen
Audrey Low
Lori & Chris Luby
Robert & Shirley Lynch
Joyce Lyon

*2016/17 Royal MTC Board of Trustees/Advisory Board members      †2016/17 Royal MTC staff      ‡Monthly donors
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Daria Puttaert, Lorne Kennedy and Arne 
MacPherson in Black Coffee. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

Gwendolyn Collins and Kristian Jordan 
in Last Train to Nibroc. PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN

Jerri-Lee MacKay
Craig & Sue MacKenzie
Arlene MacLeod
Donald MacTavish
Shelley Mahoney
Russ & Sherril Malkoske
Marcela Mangarelli
Beverley Manishen
Carol Markiewich
Florida Martel
Ms. Grace Martel
Nick Martin & Dr. Evelyn Ferguson
Jerry Martino
Cheryl & Eric Matheson
Evelyn Mayor
Marie McCarthy
J. McCleary
Lynne McClelland
Grant & Deborah McCulloch
Marlene McCulloch
Linda McFadyen
Katherine McIntosh
Mary McIntosh
William McIntyre‡
Dr. Liz McKenzie
Jim McLaren
Donald G. McNabb
Valerie McRorie
M. Bryan & Audrey McTaggart
Winifred McTavish
Anthony & Joyce McWha
Eleanor Menzies
Loretta Merriam
Patricia Michalski
Andrew & Pat Miles
Penny Miller
Carolyn Garlich & Peter Miller
Mrs. M. V. Mills
Bill & Nancy Mitchell
Louise Mitchell
Carolyn Moen
Dr. & Mrs. M. Mollot
Jean Moor & J. Jisiger
Linda Moore
Cindy Mostow
Kenneth Mount
Angenora Murphy
Harold Nagy
Ken & Jane Nattrass
Lillian Neaman*
Vernon Nelson
Betty Nesbitt & Peter Chambers
Annette & Mark Neskar
Merna Niblock

Leslie Nichol
Glenn & Neva Nicholls
April Nicklen
James Nielsen‡
Wayne & Valerie Nielsen
Allan Nimmo
Bryan & Sandra Norrie
Sheila Norrie
Melissa Novecosky
Joel Novek
R. F. Obrigewitsch
Patrick O’Connor
Jackie Olson
S.J. Ooto
Dana Orr
Linda Otto
Theresa Oye
Lucille Pankiw
Mr. James Parker
Nancy Parker
Tim Parker‡
Sonjia Pasiechnik
Kent Paterson & Laurie Guest
Liz Patzer
Beverly Pavlek
Ruth Pearce
Doris Penner
Carol Penner
Louise Penner
Nettie Peters
Shelley Pfeifer
Barbara Phillpott
Wayne Piett
Bob & Sue Piper
Ian & Ann-Margret Plummer
Debbie & Burt Pomeransky
E. M. L. Poulter
Donald & Connie Price
Karen Goodridge
Myrna Protosavage
Sylvia Pryhitko
Gail L. Purcell
W. John Rae
Carole Rankin‡
Jenna Rapai‡
Mohamed Rashwan
Pat & Bill Reid
Linda Reimer
Jake & Patricia Reimer
Edward Fisher & Lyse Rémillard
Ryan Rempel
Mr. Louis Ricciuto
Lori Richert
Henry & Sheila Riendeau

J. Riley
Dr. Leonard Rivard
Arthur Roberts
Nicole Robidoux
John & Nereina Robson
Carena Roller
Harold & Vera Romanychyn
Mary Ann & Morley Rosenbloom
Ms. V. Rosolowich
Deborah & Neil Rostkowski
Ms. Debbie Roy
Craig Russell & Janet Shaw-Russell
Rasa T. Rutkauskas
Barbara Ryan
Beverly Ryman
Robyn Rypp & Arnie Usiskin
Denyse & Ken Saloranta
Grant & Janet Saunders
Onnolee Scharf
Donna Schick
Lois & Rudolph Schilling
Jack & Regina Schipper
Rick & Terry Schmidt
Roland Schneider
Herbert & Carol Schon
Barbara Harras‡
Adolph & Diane Schurek
Hartley C. Schwark
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Scott
Gerald & Susan Scott
David & Lorie Scrapneck
Marvin Shane
Louise Shaw
Leona & Ernie Shewchuk
Dyrlie Shiaro
Izzy Shore
Barbara & Dennis Sigurdson
Roslyn Silver
James & Heather Simm
Jonelle Simms
Vern & Ann Simonsen
Paul & Suzanne Simpson
Shelagh Sinclair Fund  

- The Winnipeg Foundation
Meera Sinha
Paula Sitarik
Earl Slimmon
Pamela Smith
Val Snyder
Caterina & George Sotiriadis
Mrs. J. Sprange
Wendy Spratt
Percy & Elizabeth Stapley
Eleanor Steeg



Mary F. Steinhoff
Donni & Diana Stern
Marlene Stern
Dean Steski
Yvonne Stier
In honor of Vivan’s Rachlis’ birthday 

- Lisa & Daniel Stiver
Robert A. Stout
Ray Strachan
Hildegard Strempl
Lynne Strome
Cynthia Stutski
Kate Supleve
Lorron Agency Inc.
Estelle Sures
Jennifer Sveinson & Tom Passey
Karen Swain
Joanne Tait
Heather & Donald Talocka
Carolin Taubensee
Gail Thau
Anne Thompson‡
Lesley Thomson
Grace Tokle
Ms. Marilyn Trepel
Ruby Tretiak
S. Tunstead
Maureen Unik
Herman Van Kalsbeek
Jackie Van Winkle†‡
Donalda Vandenberghe
Linda Ritchie & Philip Veness
In memory of Ruth Paul, longtime 

MTC subscriber - Bev Venn
Kim Virtue
Jesse I. Vorst
Laura Wagner & Florence Elyn
Elaine Walker
Peter Walker
Veralyn R. Warkentin
Beth Watters
Henry Wedel
Dr. Raymond & Dorcas Wehner
Linda L. Wickstrom
Helen Wieler
Les & Terry Wiens
Theresa Wiktorski
Timothy Wildman & Kathleen 

Gough
Dorcas & Kirk Windsor
Debbie & Rick Wolfson
M. & S. Wong
Alison Wood-Gittoes
Elizabeth Woods
Karin Woods
Mrs. Lorraine Woods-Bavasah
George Wright
Ross & Shelagh Yarnell
Diane Zack
Ms. Jude Zieske
Nikki Zloty
44 Anonymous

SPONSORS

Air Canada
Arthur J. Gallagher Insurance & 

Risk Management
The Asper Foundation
Gail Asper, OC, OM, LLD* & 

Michael Paterson
Bell MTS
BMO Financial Group
Martha Burns
Calm Air
CBC
CIBC
CIBC Wood Gundy/  

Madams Investment Group/  
Plett Wealth Management Group

CN
Conviron 
Continental Travel Group
De Luca Fine Wines Gifts & 

Accessories
Dycom Direct Mail Services
EventLight
Esdale Printing Co. Ltd.
Fillmore Riley LLP
The Fort Garry Hotel, Spa & 

Conference Centre
Freeman Audio Visual Canada
Friesens Corporation
The Gates on Roblin
Gardewine
Deborah Gray
The Great-West Life Assurance 

Company
Greystone Managed Investments 

Inc.
Hub International
Investors Group
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
Lawton Partners
McDiarmid Flowers
MacDon Industries Ltd.
Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries
Mercedes Benz Winnipeg
MPI
National Leasing
Number Ten Architectural Group
Planned Perfectly
Gerry & Barb Price
PwC
RBC Convention Centre Winnipeg
RBC Royal Bank
Relish
Richard Rooney & Laura Dinner
SGI Canada
Sleeman Breweries Ltd.
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
Subway Franchise World 

Headquarters
Swank
TD Bank Financial Group
Tetrem Capital Management Ltd.
Wawanesa Insurance
West Jet Vacations
Winnipeg Airports Authority
The Winnipeg Free Press

CORPORATE 
DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

HERO • $10,000+

Johnston Group Inc.
Qualico
Richardson Foundation

GUARANTOR • $5,000–9,999

Fidelity Investments Canada ULC

BENEFACTOR • $3,000–4,999

Cambrian Credit Union
Maple Leaf Construction Ltd., 

Blake Fitzpatrick
Terracon Development Ltd.

PATRON • $1,200–2,999

Assiniboine Credit Union
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Bison Transport, Don Strueber
Manitoba’s Credit Unions
Deloitte Foundation Canada
Fillmore Riley LLP
Maxim Truck & Trailer
Pollard Banknote Limited
Ruth & Ted Northam
PRA Inc.

Regal Tours
Judy* & Michael Wakefield
Winmar Property Restoration

CORPORATE FRIENDS  
OF ROYAL MTC

CONTRIBUTOR • $900–1,199

Astroid Management Ltd.
The Manitoba Teachers’ Society
Mitchell Fabrics Ltd.

SUPPORTER • $600–899

Party Stuff/U-Rent-It

ASSOCIATE • $300–599

Mid West Packaging Limited
Winfield Developments Canada

DONOR • $150–299

DGH Engineering Ltd.
Intergroup Consultants Ltd.
MCW/AGE Consulting 

Professional Engineers
Noble Locksmith Ltd.
Patill/St. James Insurance
Reitmans (Canada) Limited

TRIBUTE GIFTS

In honor of Harry Nelken, 
receipient of the Vic Cowie 
Award. Keep up the good work  
- Bruce & Celia Sarbit

In honour of Dr. Meyer & Shelley 
Nimchonok on their 50th 
Anniversary - Ruthie, Phil, Lainey, 
Marni, Hilary, Iris & Amelia; 
Maxine Cristall

In memory of Jean Poley - Corinne 
Giesbrecht

In memory of Linda Wright Tallin 
- Joan Sheps; Heather Pullan 
& Tom Frohlinger, Alexandra, 
Joey & Becky; Terri Cherniack & 
Steven Schipper, CM

In memory of Edward Zwartz, who 
loved attending MTC - Elizabeth 
Zwartz

FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE

John Hirsch and Tom Hendry 
shared a dream of creating 
great professional theatre 
with mass appeal. With the  
visionary support of Founders’  
Circle members – those who 
have made a planned gift 
to Royal MTC – their dream 
will live on for generations 
to come. Thank you to our 
Founders’ Circle members.

Gail Asper, OC, OM, LLD*
Marjorie & Morley Blankstein
Duane & Pauline Braun
Len & Heather Cariou
David & Barbara Christie
Gerry* & Chris Couture
Kerry Dangerfield*
Glen & Joan Dyrda
Jack Fraser
James Gibbs

John & Nicola Guttormson
Gary Hannaford & Cathy Rushton
June & Bob Jackson Fund for the 

Performing Arts
Maureen E. Jay
Andrew & Wendy Jensen
Dr. Leonard & Hope Kahane
Jason Kasper
Gordon C. Keatch*
Laurie Lam† & Larry Desrochers
Leona J. MacDonald
Jim & Penny McLandress
Barb Melnychuk
Jeffrey Morton*
In memory of Dr. Liam Murphy  

- Dr. Leigh Murphy 

Drs. Bill Pope & Elizabeth 
Tippett-Pope

Heather Power & Harold Klause
Edward Fisher & Lyse Rémillard
Michelle Rowan
Sharon Ryman
Terri Cherniack & Steven Schipper, 

CM†
Bill & Laurie Speers
Joan Stephens
Brenda Zaporzan
Anonymous

ENDOWMENT FUND

Many thanks to the gen-
erosity of our supporters 
who gave to the Royal 
MTC Endowment Fund, 
Honouring Artistic Director 
Steven Schipper who gave a 
gift or fulfilled a pledge pay-
ment between June 1, 2016 
and May 31, 2017. Amounts 
are cumulative.

$5,000,000+

Government of Canada/ 
Gouvernement du Canada

Canadian Heritage/ 
Patrimoine canadien

$250,000–499,999

Gail Asper, OC, OM, LLD* & 
Michael Paterson

$50,000–99,999

Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre 
Volunteer Corps of Ushers

$25,000–49,999

J.K. May Investments Ltd.
Arni Thorsteinson & Susan Glass

$10,000–24,999

The Bowles Family
The Estate of Gordon P. Linney
Cam & Carole Osler
Norma Anne Padilla
Terri Cherniack & Steven Schipper, 

CM†
George Sigurdson
Terracon Development Ltd.

$5,000–9,999

Margaret Caie
Donald Fraser & Judy Little
Dr. Ted & Gail Hechter
Susan & Keith Knox

Rick Lee & Laurie Shapiro
Garry Markham
L. Blair Philpott & Tom Kynman
Heather Pullan & Tom Frohlinger
Faye Warren
Wearing Williams Limited - Don & 

Sheila Katz
Dorothy Y Young

$2,500–4,999

Sheila & David Brodovsky
Ron & Carol Chapman
Pamela & Andrew Cooke
Helene Dyck
John & Margaret Graham
Barbara Scheuneman
Ruth Simkin
Fran & Estela Violago
Anonymous

$1,000–2,499

Joan & Ed Alexander
Jack Armstrong & Doris Quinn
The Bohm Family
David & Pamela Bolton
Don & Cheryl Breakey
Bob & Alison Darling
Michael & Lynn Evans
Brent & Debbie Gilbert
David & Ewhenia Gnutel
Marilyn & Helios Hernandez
Barbara Main
Dr. & Mrs. Donald McInnes
Vera Moroz
Paul & Elaine Neelon
Jean & Lisa Neron
Anita & Ron Perron
Joy Cooper & Martin Reed
Marc & Sherri Rittinger
Joan Stephens
Frits & Joan Stevens
Jim & Jan Tennant
Marilyn Thompson
Elaine Toms
Anonymous

$500–999

Peggy Bainard Acheson
Ms. Jean Bissett
Katherine Cobor & Gordon 

Steindel
Dorothy Davidson
Christine Fleetwood
Betty Ann & Richard Graydon
Jordan Janisse & Teresa Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Kisil
Dr. Stan & Susan Lipnowski
Anthony & Joyce McWha
Estelle Meyers
Marcel & Louise Mollot
E.M.L. Poulter
Bill & Norma Rennie
Ivor & Lorna Schledewitz
Howie & Sue Simpson
Gabor Vamos & Brenda Silver
4 Anonymous

UP TO $499

Jacqueline Anderson
Margaret & Charles Avent
Don Bailey
Bev & Ron Clegg
Barbara Latocki
Frances Lemieux
Sandra Sadler
Roslyn Silver
Geri & Peter Spencer
Peter & Sharon Taylor

*2016/17 Royal MTC Board of Trustees/Advisory Board members      †2016/17 Royal MTC staff      ‡Monthly donors
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Honorary Members
Her Honour, Lt. Governor Janice C. Filmon
The Honourable Brian Pallister, Premier of Manitoba
His Worship, Mayor Brian Bowman

Executive Officers
Anthony C. Fletcher, Chair
Jim McLandress, Past Chair
David Carefoot, Treasurer
Heather Clarke, Secretary
David Christie, Chair, Resource Development
Sandy Gousseau, Chair, Audience Development
Patrick Green, Chair, Organizational Performance
John Guttormson, Chair, Governance & Strategic Planning

Trustees
Jan Coates
Paulo Fernandes
Katherine Fox
Rita Gunn
Shawn Hughes
Derek Johannson
Jason Kasper
John Kearsey

Sagan Morrow
Andrea Robertson
Derek Rolstone
Laurie A. Speers
Tim J. Valgardson
Helga D. Van Iderstine
Judy Wakefield
Richard L. Yaffe

Advisory Council
Kerry Dangerfield, Chair
Gail Asper
Doneta Brotchie
Angus Campbell
Gerry Couture
Hy Dashevsky
Glen Dyrda, FCA
John F. Fraser
Jean Giguere
Charron Hamilton
Gary Hannaford, FCA
Yude Henteleff
Ken Houssin
Gordon Keatch
Colin R. MacArthur, QC

Patrick J. Matthews
Jeffrey Morton, FCA
Hon. Jack Murta
Lillian Neaman
Shelley Nimchonok
James Pappas
John Petersmeyer
Lawrence Prout
Jeff Quinton
Patricia Rabson
Margaret Redmond
Susan Skinner
Al Snyder
Maureen Watchorn

STAFF
Accounting/Finance
Yvonne O’Connor, Accounts Payable Administrator
Melanie Sexton, Payroll Administrator
Shelley Stroski, Controller

Administration
Brian Adolph, IT Manager
Angela Broadbent, Education & Community  

Engagement Manager*
Devan Graham, Director of Human Resources
Camilla Holland, Executive Director
Mary Horodyski, Archivist
Daphne MacMillan, Administrative Assistant
Jennifer Skelly, IT Administrator

STA F F

Artistic
Krista Jackson, Associate Artistic Director
Jeff Kennedy, Literary Coordinator
Laurie Lam, Producer
Steven Schipper, CM, Artistic Director
Casey Shapira, Assistant to the Producer
Melinda Tallin, Artistic Coordinator*

Box Office
Sheena Baird, Director of Patron Services
Laurie Fletcher, Box Office Manager*
Julie Gregorchuk, Box Office Manager
Daniel Tompkins, Patron Services Coordinator
Raven Wilder, Patron Service Supervisor
Box Office Representatives: Katie Adamson, Vicky Chan, 
Hayden Maines, Kara Pankiw, Robyn Pooley, Tori Popp,  
Jessy Ross, Katie Schmidt, Kira Watson

Carpentry (John Hirsch Mainstage)
Louis Gagné, Layout Carpenter
Brent Letain, Master Carpenter
Chris Seida, Scenic Carpenter

Development
Michael Joyal, Development Data Manager
Melissa Novecosky, Special & Donor Events Coordinator
Shelly Smith-Hines, Director of Development
Heidi Struck, Individual Giving Manager

Front of House
Adam Kozachuk, Patron Experience Manager
Kim Cossette, House Manager, Tom Hendry Warehouse
Front-of-House Staff: Rylen de Vries, Nick Fletcher, Deanna 
Goring, Elfie Harvey, Marissa Kellet, Talia Kowalchuk, Kimmy 
Martin, Declan Moulden, Graeme Olson, Amariah Peterson, 
Angela Rajfur, Hannah Schneider, Lisa Stefanson, Rita Vande 
Vyvere, Kira Watson

Maintenance
Andrew Drinnan, Building Superintendent
Chris Fletcher, Assistant Building Superintendent

Marketing & Communications
Hayley Brigg, Publicity & Communications Coordinator* 
Sue Caughlin, Marketing & Communications Manager
Kathleen Cerrer, Publicist & Online Media Coordinator
Katie Inverarity, Director of Marketing & Communications
Savannah Lillies, Publications Coordinator
Mark Saunders, Marketing & Communications Coordinator*
Thomas Urish, Sales Manager

Paint
Susan Groff, Head Scenic Artist
Megumi Hari, Scenic Artist* 

 

 

Production
Christine Corthey, Production Associate
Ian Kirk, Assistant Technical Director
Rick MacPherson, Technical Director, Tom Hendry 

Warehouse
Russell Martin, Director of Production
Ben Ross, Technical Director, John Hirsch Mainstage
Steven Smits, Assistant Production Manager*

Properties
Larry Demedash, Senior Properties Builder*
Kari Hagness, Head of Properties
Lawrence Van Went, Master Builder

Stage Crew
Joan Lees-Miller, Head of Wardrobe
Claude Robert, Head Electrician
Chris Thomson, Head Carpenter
John Tomiuk, House Stage Hand*
Michael Wright, Head of Sound

Tom Hendry Warehouse
Chris Brett, Head of Sound
Randy Zyla Harder, Head Electrician
Rick MacPherson, Technical Director
Alison Nutt, Head Carpenter*
Carla Schroeder, Head Scenic Artist

Wardrobe
Thora Lamont, Cutter
Lorraine O’Leary, Head of Wardrobe
Lois Powne, First Hand
Jackie Van Winkle, Head Buyer & Accessories Coordinator

Wigs
Beverly Covert, Wigs & Makeup Supervisor

Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival &  
Master Playwright Festival
Jennifer Cheslock, Festival Manager
Chuck McEwen, Executive Producer
Tori Popp, Festival Assistant

Honorary Staff
Zaz Bajon, General Manager Emeritus

*Denotes past employee
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F I N A N C I A L S

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS OF MAY 31, 2017

OPERATING 
FUND

CAPITAL 
REPLACEMENT 

FUND

THEATRE 
DEVELOPMENT 

FUND

STABILIZATION 
FUND

ASM WORKING 
CAPITAL RESERVE 

FUND

SCHOLARSHIP 
TRUST FUNDS

2017  
TOTAL

2016  
TOTAL

ASSETS
CURRENT

  Cash and cash equivalents 3,309,184 45,203 3,354,387 2,814,679
Accounts and grants receivable 991,444 991,444 901,821
Prepaid expenses 460,048 460,048 425,011
Due to/(from) funds (1,384,142) 546,538 41,361 696,243  100,000 — —

3,376,534 546,538 41,361 696,243  100,000 45,203 4,805,879 4,141,511

CAPITAL ASSETS 1,333,287 1,333,287 1,361,684

3,376,534 1,879,825 41,361 696,243  100,000 45,203 6,139,166 5,503,195

LIABILITIES
CURRENT

Accounts payable & accrued liabilities 335,878 335,878 265,100
Deferred revenue 3,040,656 3,040,656 2,700,875

3,376,534 3,376,534 2,965,975

DEFERRED CONTRIBUTIONS 
RELATED TO CAPITAL ASSETS 1,459,075 1,459,075 1,411,046

DEFERRED CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR SCHOLARSHIPS 45,203 45,203 53,929

3,376,534 1,459,075 45,203 4,880,812 4,430,950

NET ASSETS

Internally Restricted — 41,361 41,361 37,305
Invested in capital assets — 420,750 420,750 451,562
Unrestricted — 696,243 100,000 796,243 583,378

— 420,750 41,361 696,243  100,000 — 1,258,354 1,072,245

3,376,534 1,879,825 41,361 696,243  100,000 45,203 6,139,166 5,503,195

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS & CHANGES IN NET ASSETS AS OF MAY 31, 2017

OPERATING 
FUND

CAPITAL 
REPLACEMENT 

FUND

THEATRE 
DEVELOPMENT 

FUND

STABILIZATION 
FUND

ASM WORKING 
CAPITAL RESERVE 

FUND 

SCHOLARSHIP 
TRUST FUNDS

2017  
TOTAL

2016  
TOTAL

Revenue 10,424,451 256,692 — — — 20,500 10,701,643 10,517,455
Expenses 10,176,586 287,504 30,944 — — 20,500 10,515,534 10,768,141

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF 
REVENUE OVER EXPENSES  247,865 (30,812) (30,944) — — —  186,109  (250,686)

Net assets, beginning of year 451,562 37,305 483,378  100,000 — 1,072,245 1,322,931
Interfund transfers (247,865) — 35,000  212,865 — —
Net assets, end of year — 420,750 41,361 696,243  100,000 — 1,258,354 1,072,245
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S U P P O RT I N G  PA RT N E RS

CORE FUNDERS

SEASON PARTNERS

JOHN HIRSCH MAINSTAGE PRODUCTION SPONSOR TOM HENDRY WAREHOUSE PRODUCTION SPONSORS

JOHN HIRSCH MAINSTAGE PERFORMANCE SPONSORS

MEDIA SPONSORS

CHRISTIEFEST

2016 WINNIPEG FRINGE THEATRE FESTIVAL

TMS T R O N G E R  C O M M U N I T I E S  T O G E T H E R

TOM HENDRY WAREHOUSE SEASON SPONSOR

TMS T R O N G E R  C O M M U N I T I E S  T O G E T H E R

REGIONAL TOUR

BLACK & WHITE BALL

THEATRE FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES TD THEATRE UNDER 30

BACKSTAGE PASS

LAWYERS PLAY CAPITAL ASSISTANCE

DESIGN SPONSOR

BENEFACTORS

Deborah Gray
Martha Burns

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFT

EXCLUSIVE PRODUCTION SUPPORTER

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

WORDPLAY

Deborah 
Gray

CalmAir

FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE



This page: Photo of Ellen David, Alex Poch-Goldin and David Reale in My Name is Asher Lev. PHOTO BY ANDREE LANTHIER

Back cover: Tom Keenan in Hand to God. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

“A compelling piece of art 
about art and tradition”

– cbc manitoba
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