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About Royal MTC
When the Winnipeg Little Theatre and Theatre 77 merged to form 
the Manitoba Theatre Centre in 1958, the goal was to produce great 
theatre with mass appeal. Artistic Director John Hirsch and General 
Manager Tom Hendry staged professional productions of an eclectic 
array of plays – classics, Broadway hits and new Canadian work. With 
the establishment of a second stage for experimental work in 1960, 
and an annual provincial tour that began in 1961, MTC fully realized 
the original vision of a centre for theatre in Manitoba. Inspired by the 
breadth and quality of MTC’s programming, a whole network of what 
became known as “regional theatres” emerged across North America.

The company produces in two venues: the Warehouse, which opened in  
1969, and the Mainstage, completed in 1970. The theatres were renamed  
after the company’s founders in 2008. In 2009, the Government of  
Canada designated the Mainstage a National Historic Site and, in 2010,  
Queen Elizabeth II granted the company a royal designation.

Today, the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre produces 10 plays on two 
stages, a regional tour, a wide range of youth programming and two 
annual festivals: Pimootayowin: A Festival of New Work (founded in 
2021) and North America’s second-largest Fringe Festival (founded in 
1988). Attendance for Royal MTC programming averages 300,000 each 
year, and many Manitobans also support Royal MTC with donations and 
volunteer time. Under the leadership of Artistic Director Kelly Thornton 
and Executive Director Camilla Holland, Royal MTC remains Manitoba’s 
flagship theatre.

The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre is proud to call Manitoba home. 
Royal MTC is located in Winnipeg on Treaty 1, the traditional territory 
of the Anishinaabeg, Cree, Anishininew and Dakota people, and the 
National Homeland of the Red River Métis. We are thankful for the bene-
fits sharing this land has afforded us, acknowledge the responsibilities 
of the Treaties, and embrace the opportunity to partner with Indigenous 
communities in the spirit of reconciliation and collaboration.

Mandate
It is the aim of the Royal Manitoba Theatre 
Centre to study, practice and promote all 
aspects of the dramatic art, with particular 
emphasis on professional production.

Vision
Royal MTC’s theatres and our province will teem 
with artists and audiences sharing in the act of 
imagining, enriching lives and communities.

Mission
Royal MTC exists to celebrate the widest spec-
trum of theatre art. Deeply rooted in the prov-
ince of Manitoba, which gave it life and provides 
for its growth, Royal MTC aspires to both  
reflect and engage the community it serves.

Values
EXCELLENCE
Our commitment to excellence is reflected in 
the writing of each play and the artists who 
create each production, and is a promise to 
the volunteers, staff, funders and audiences 
who support it.

Balance
A commitment to balance is evident in the 
variety of our playbill and in the wide range of 
programs Royal MTC offers.

Inclusion
Our commitment to inclusion ensures that as we 
share theatre throughout our city and province, 
we create a welcoming space for everyone.

Accessibility
Our commitment to accessibility requires that 
we broaden our understanding of barriers to 
engagement, and work to eliminate them.

Affordability
Our commitment to affordability is reflected in 
marshalling public and private sector support 
to keep ticket prices as low as possible for all 
Manitobans.

Sustainability
Our commitment to sustainability begins with 
understanding our environmental impact, and 
implementing best practices in environmental 
sustainability in theatre.

Longevity
Our commitment to longevity is evident in our 
governance structure, business practices and 
financial management.

The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre’s John 
Hirsch Mainstage. PHOTO BY JERRY GRAJEWSKI

Inset: John Hirsch and Tom Hendry.

Cover: (back l-r) Beau Dixon, Derek Scott, Toby Hughes, 
(front l-r) Reena Jolly, Petrina Bromley and  

Sharon Bajer in Clue. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT



The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre operates as a non-profit charitable organization, 
led by the Artistic Director, Executive Director, Board Chair and a volunteer Board 
of Trustees from the community. The management practices of Royal MTC are based 
on five best practice principles: forward planning, accountability, monitoring, a sound 
control environment and ongoing liaison with the Board of Trustees. The Board’s input 
and agreement is sought regularly on the action plans developed by management. 
Royal MTC owes its success this season to the dedicated, enthusiastic, accountable and 
responsible governance by Board and staff. An open annual general meeting was held 
June 26, 2024 to report artistic and financial results to interested subscribers, patrons 
and community members.

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS
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The cast of The Comeback. 
PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

Attendance
john hirsch mainstage ................................................. 90,716

tom hendry warehouse .................................................13,271

winnipeg fringe theatre festival ........................81,500

regional tour ........................................................................2,768

theatre for young audiences .................................. 3,720
Attended 6 student-only matinee performances

total.......................................................................................... 191,975
Darren Martens, Tess Benger, Mike Melino, Laura Olafson in  
Beautiful: The Carole King Musical. PHOTO BY EMELIA HELLMAN

“MTC’s dedication to fostering local talent and showcasing Canadian playwrights adds a distinctive 
flair to their programming. It’s evident that the theatre’s artistic direction is carefully curated to reso-
nate with the community while pushing artistic boundaries. Overall, Manitoba Theatre Centre stands 
out as a cultural gem in Winnipeg, offering compelling productions that entertain, provoke thought, 
and celebrate the rich tapestry of Canadian theatre. For anyone looking to immerse themselves in the 
arts scene of Manitoba, a visit to MTC promises an unforgettable theatrical journey.”  – patron



★★★★ 1/2 
“...Benger is sunny and warm, 
evoking the exact range of emotions 
audiences feel when listening to 
King’s music” – free press

Tess Benger in Beautiful: The Carole King Musical.  
PHOTO BY EMELIA HELLMAN
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Under the extraordinary leadership of Artistic Director Kelly Thornton 

and Executive Director Camilla Holland, Royal MTC once again delivered 

an incredible season! 

The 2023/24 season was filled with new plays, local talent and incredible 

stories about families. We enjoyed musicals that made us quietly sing 

“so long, farewell” and we felt the earth move under our feet. Together 

we laughed out loud, witnessed vulnerabilities and uncompromising 

humanity, experienced love and forgiveness and, most importantly, we 

came away with a strong sense of hope.

To bring these stories of resilience, hope and love to our stages takes a 

staggering amount of planning and teamwork. We are so fortunate to 

have such a committed team of dedicated staff and volunteers. Together 

with the Board of Trustees, I thank you all for your strong commitment 

not only to the theatre, but to our patrons and community. A special 

thank you to the senior leadership team – you were instrumental in the 

success of the season and meeting our strategic goals and priorities. 

Your ideas, dedication and passion were very much appreciated – as well 

as the long days.   

The Board and leadership team continue to be guided by Royal MTC’s 

Strategic Renewal Plan and its four priorities: cultivating talent, fostering 

a deeper connection with community, engaging audiences, and balancing 

the organizational foundation. When you look back over the past season, 

I am confident that you will agree that we delivered on these priorities. 

In a long-planned transition, Executive Director Camilla Holland is 

bidding us farewell after 13 remarkable years. Camilla has led with integ-

rity, empathy, intention and resilience. Her strategic lens, advocacy and 

strong financial oversight will ensure Royal MTC continues to be vital to 

our city’s arts and culture scene. A wonderful Search Committee worked 

with national firm Searchlight Partners on a robust search process. 

We feel incredibly proud to have announced Evan Klassen as our new 

Executive Director. An energetic, inclusive and forward-thinking admin-

istrator, not only does Evan bring the experience and expertise required, 

he is a former Winnipegger who is thrilled to return home. 

I would like to thank and extend our gratitude to our government 

partners, sponsors, donors, funders, volunteers and patrons for your 

tangible expressions of confidence and support. I would like to particu-

larly mention the following funding partners – the Winnipeg Foundation, 

the Province of Manitoba, and the Federal Government and United Way 

who supported a Community Services Recovery Fund. Thanks to their 

support, MTC was able to help ensure uninterrupted performances by 

engaging understudies in the 2023/24 season, and we have extended this 

support into the 2024/25 season to help ensure that the show will go on. 

I extend my gratitude to the entire Royal MTC Board of Trustees and 

to those who have taken on additional responsibilities on the Search 

Committee, and the Executive Committee. We have a very engaged 

Board and I look forward to our discussions and deliberations, focusing 

on growth, welcoming current and new audiences – and holding close 

our strategic values. 

I look forward to seeing all of you next season for another extraordinary 

year, as we invite Manitoba theatre lovers to share in the power of story. 

Laurie Speers

M E S SAG E  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R
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For a lucky 13 years, it has been my privilege to serve – first as General 

Manager, and now Executive Director. My family and I have made a home 

on Treaty One, surrounded by an inspiring artistic and arts-supporting 

community. 

I worked with Artistic Director Emeritus Steven Schipper for eight 

seasons. Steven has an incredible gift for thinking three steps ahead 

of the rest of us. He is generous and patient, curious and smart, and I 

learned so much from him. Steven would often quote Rabbi Nachman of 

Bratslav, “The whole world is a very narrow bridge, the essential thing 

is to not be afraid”. I look back on our years co-leading and believe that 

together, we walked that bridge with joy and confidence. 

Kelly and I have known each other since we were upstart theatre makers 

in Toronto in the 1990s. I knew she was strategic, intelligent and compas-

sionate. Her positivity served our entire community incredibly well when 

we lurched into a pandemic within nine months of her arrival. I am in awe 

of her enormous capacity to listen, to lead fearlessly, and to hold fast to 

her values. Together with incoming Executive Director Evan Klassen, the 

organization is in great hands. 

Royal MTC’s leadership team and our Board of Trustees are confident that 

the path forward is to attract, regain and retain audiences that support 

programming at the scope and scale expected from Manitoba’s largest 

theatre. We want both our theatres and stages full of people, and the 

2023/24 season is significant proof that we can grow our way back to 

sustainability. We are actively seeking a path that enables more, not fewer, 

opportunities for audiences and artists to engage in the act of imagining. 

We couldn’t make it happen without the steady support of our public 

funders – the Canada Council for the Arts, Manitoba Arts Council, 

Winnipeg Arts Council, Winnipeg Foundation and Canadian Heritage. 

It has been my privilege to work alongside more than 60 members of 

our Board of Trustees – enormous thanks to all of them for bringing their 

time, talent and treasure to Royal MTC. First among equals are the seven 

Chairs of the Board of Trustees with whom I worked closely –  

Gary Hannaford, Kerry Dangerfield, Jim McLandress, Dave Christie,  

Tony Fletcher, John Guttormson and Laurie Speers. Each were great 

champions, trusted counsel, and gifted leaders. Current Chair Laurie 

brought a compassionate and strategic approach to a robust search 

process, supported the organization through a number of stressful years, 

and at a time of transition, said “yes” to a third year of service. My enor-

mous thanks to her for her dedication and exuberant engagement. 

What will I remember most joyfully from my time at MTC? The shows! 

This winter I would routinely sneak into the back of the balcony to hear 

the extraordinary Tess Benger blow off the roof with the final song in 

Beautiful: The Carole King Musical. 

 I have often asked myself the reason for the sadness 

 In a world where tears are just a lullaby 

 If there’s any answer, maybe love can end the madness 

 Maybe not, oh, but we can only try

 You’ve got to get up every morning 

 With a smile on your face 

 And show the world all the love in your heart 

 Then people gonna treat you better 

 You’re gonna find, yes you will 

 That you’re beautiful

With much love to everyone at Royal MTC, it’s been a beautiful journey! 

Camilla Holland

M E S SAG E  F R O M  T H E  E X ECU T I V E  D I R EC TO R
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When I walked the Camino Trail in 2015, a friend gifted me this phrase: 

“Don’t forget to look back.” As I stumbled along the trail, this mantra 

became a lesson. Remember where you come from, relish this present 

moment, but don’t forget to take stock of your efforts and with every 

step, your transformation. 

The success of the 2023/24 season is the culmination of a huge collective 

effort, a course of action that began many, many months ago. Together 

we did an extraordinary thing – as we continued to strategize around 

organizational recovery, we took a calculated risk, and with an entrepre-

neurial spirit we decided to grow our way out of the problem. To bring 

not one, but two musicals to our stage, we aimed to delight and entertain 

our audiences, and remind them that there is nothing like great theatre 

to ignite us. This season did just that: while the financial risks were real, 

we delivered extraordinary plays on our two stages, and across Manitoba 

on the Regional Tour.

I have profound gratitude to all who walked beside me on this journey, who 

not only had faith but approached the work with optimism and energy. 

This year was a record-breaking year for ticket sales. We saw a return in 

our attendance that approached pre-pandemic, we grew our subscrip-

tions back by 8%, and while the ratio between subscriptions and single 

tickets is different than pre-pandemic, it bodes well for our future as we 

remind Manitobans of the extraordinary power of theatre in their lives. 

I am deeply grateful to the artists – the extraordinary actors, directors, 

choreographers, designers, craftspeople, carpenters, stage managers 

and crew, who make magic on our stage, and who with open hearts tell 

our stories. Thank you to our audiences whose appetite for great art 

filled our theatres this year, our co-producers whose partnerships made 

it all possible, and our volunteers who greet our patrons every day, radi-

ating with a passion for theatre. And huge thanks to our incredible staff 

who worked tirelessly to accomplish a level of excellence unmatched in 

Canadian theatre. Almost every artist I speak with who works at MTC 

remarks on this extraordinary team.

To the Board of Trustees, led by our passionate chair Laurie Speers, who 

are the most committed and avid ambassadors for our work, profound 

thanks. Much gratitude to our funders, whose belief in our mission 

propels us forward, and our donors whose immense generosity sustains 

us. And to my partner Camilla, whose astonishing journey is finally 

complete here at MTC. It has been an exceptional time working with her, 

and I am elated that our efforts have delivered such a successful season 

as her swan song at Royal MTC.

We’re thrilled to welcome our new Executive Director Evan Klassen, who 

brings energy, enthusiasm and a deep sense of purpose to this next leg 

of the journey. I am excited for what lies ahead, and humbled to dedicate 

myself to this incredible theatre. 

Thank you, one and all. 

kelly Thornton

M E S SAG E  F R O M  T H E  A RT I ST I C  D I R EC TO R
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S E A S O N  I M PAC T

The 2023/24 season presented exceptional talent on and off stage 
with 171 artists including actors, directors, designers, stage 
managers, and more! 

MTC presented 25 scholarships, 4 assistantships and 
5 apprenticeships to the next generation of talent to support 
their growth. Many past recipients of scholarships and apprentice-
ships were involved in the season. 21 worked as actors, crew and 
creative team members on productions, while 7 past recipients are 
on MTC staff. 

The Tom Hendry Warehouse season welcomed brilliant new 
canadian stories by award-winning playwrights celebrating 
our stories. among men playwright David Yee was awarded the 2023 
Siminovitch Prize and The Piano Teacher by Dorothy Dittrich won the 
2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for Drama. 

On the Mainstage, the season concluded with the premiere of 
The Comeback penned by one of Winnipeg’s most beloved theatre 
couples, Trish Cooper and Sam Vint.

Exceptional Talent

Our Regional Tour visited 21 communities across Manitoba 
and Ontario. From Thompson to Kenora to Minnedosa, 2,768 
patrons celebrated professional theatre right in their backyard. 

At home on the John Hirsch Mainstage, MTC welcomed over 
190 people for mini tours during Culture Days on September 23. 
During the season, we gave tours to approximately 350 people 
from 13 school and community groups. 

7,245 students enthusiastically filled the theatre through the 
Theatre for Young Audience program, a 21% increase from last 
year. Alongside schools attending regularly scheduled performances, 
an additional six student-only matinees filled the theatre with excited 
youth. Youth programs hosted 29 teens through Backstage Pass 
and Young Expressions from 16 different schools. 

Be it a laugh-out-loud farce, a beloved family classic or a meaty 
drama to chew on, the magic of storytelling was brought to life by 
our incredibly talented craftspeople and stage crew. These artisans 
were charged with 96 different children’s outfits, hand painted 20-ft. 
tall trees and the movable steel frame for 40-ft. projections. Our 
scenic artists, wardrobe team, props creators and carpenters created 
the magical worlds for our shared theatrical experience. 

This season included collaborations near and far, giving our artists 
national reach while sharing production costs. Audiences outside 
of Winnipeg were wowed by our local talent and by the incredible 
creations from our artisans and stage crew. Clue’s awe-inspiring set 
featuring two levels that revolved, a floating roof, and many secret 
passageways travelled to the Grand Theatre to acclaimed perfor-
mances in London, ON. The Sound of Music travelled to the Citadel 
Theatre in Edmonton and Beautiful: The Carole King Musical came 
to us after a run at the Segal Theatre in Montréal. At home, among 
men was co-produced with Theatre Projects Manitoba. 

“This program was made of everything I love.  
I now know what I want to be when I grow up!”  

– young expressions program participant

It was a truly extraordinary season here at Royal MTC  
and we have you to thank for helping us achieve our vision!

“The Comeback was by far the best play of 
the season for me. The energy on opening 
night was electric and the play was touching 
and hilarious. So great to have a local story 
like that at MTC”  – patron

Engaged Communities

Extraordinary Productions

“This year I have laughed, I’ve sang, I’ve 
danced in my seat, I’ve cried. I’ve come 
home feeling moved and inspired.”  – patron

Jane Testar and Gwendolyn Collins in The Piano Teacher. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT



The cast of The Sound of Music. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

★★★★ 
“Thrills are alive”  

– free press
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Clue
Based on the screenplay by Jonathan Lynn 

Written by Sandy Rustin 
Additional Material by Hunter Foster and Eric Price 
Based on the Paramount Pictures Motion Picture 

Based on the Hasbro board game CLUE 
Original Music by Michael Holland

October 19 – November 11, 2023 
previews • October 17 & 18

Director: Dennis Garnhum
Set & Costume Designer: Brian Perchaluk**†
Lighting Designer: Kevin Lamotte**
Intimacy Director: Sharon Bajer†
Fight Director: Jacquie Loewen
Apprentice Director: Theresa Thomson*
Apprentice Set & Costume Designer: 

Julia Anderson*†
Stage Manager: Michael Duggan†‡
Assistant Stage Manager: Samantha Desiree
Apprentice Stage Manager: Jazz Marcelino†

Cast: Sharon Bajer†, Petrina Bromley, Rosie 
Callaghan, Kamal Chioua, Beau Dixon, Alex Furber, 
Jesse Gervais, Toby Hughes, Reena Jolly, Tracy 
Penner†, Derek Scott, Rosalie Tremblay

Understudies: Rosie Callaghan, Kamal Chioua, 
Alex Furber, Tracy Penner†

A co-production with The Grand Theatre

18,849 attended 29 performances

The Sound of Music
Music by Richard Rodgers 

Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II 
Book by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse

Suggested by “The Trapp Family Singers” 
by Maria Augusta Trapp

November 30 – December 23, 2023 
previews • November 28 & 29

Director: Rachel Peake
Music Director: Andrew St. Hilaire
Choreographer: Ainsley Hillyard
Set Designer: Lorenzo Savoini
Costume Designer: Jessica Oostergo**
Lighting Designer: Larry Isacoff‡
Sound Designer: Emily C. Porter**
Intimacy Director & Apprentice Director/

Choreographer: Sam Hutchings*†
Assistant Music Director: Paul Rodermond
Assistant Costume Designer: Kate George†
German Language Coach: Carolin Schroeder
Military Consultant: JP Hoekstra
Religious Consultants: Fr. Geoffrey Angeles & 

Fr. Darrin Gurr

Assistant Stage Manager: Zahra Larche
Assistant Stage Manager: Tori Popp†
Apprentice Stage Manager: Kyra Krassnigg

Cast: Tess Benger, Ruth Acheampong, Andre 
Anthony, Lisa Bell, Louise Camilleri, Jeremy 
Carver-James, Ellen David, Matthew Fletcher†, 
Darren Martens, Mike Melino, Davis Okey-
Azunnah, Laura Olafson, Jonathan Patterson, 
Alana Randall, Rhea Rodych-Rasidescu†, Dakota 
Jamal Wellman, Chase Winnicky†, Cory Wojcik

Understudies: Jillian Willems, Ruth Acheampong, 
Andre Anthony, Lisa Bell, Louise Camilleri, Jeremy 
Carver-James, Matthew Fletcher†, Davis Okey-
Azunnah, Jonathan Patterson, Alana Randall,  
Rhea Rodych-Rasidescu†, Dakota Jamal Wellman,  
Chase Winnicky†

Musicians: Floydd Ricketts, Andrew St. Hilaire, 
Rachel Cameron, Brendan Thompson, Julian 
Bradford, Larry Roy, Janice Finlay, Shane Hicks, 
Dave Lawton

A co-production with The Segal Centre

18,790 attended 28 performances

The Mountaintop
By Katori Hall

February 15 – March 9, 2024 
preview • February 14

Director: Hazel Venzon†
Original Director: Audrey Dwyer†
Set Designer: Brian Perchaluk**†
Costume Designer: Rachel Forbes**
Lighting & Video Designer: Hugh Conacher**
Sound Designer: Chris Coyne
Fight Director: Jacquie Loewen
Intimacy Director: Sharon Bajer†
Dialect Coach: Amani Dorn
Assistant Director: Melissa Langdon
Apprentice Lighting Designer: Anika Binding†
Apprentice Lighting Designer: Katriona Dunn
Stage Manager: Michael Duggan†‡
Replacement Stage Manager: Leslie Watson‡
Assistant Stage Manager: Katie Hoppa
Apprentice Stage Manager: Key Caguioa

Cast: Cherissa Richards†, Ray Strachan†

10,698 attended 29 performances

Stage Manager: Madison Henry
Assistant Stage Manager: Zahra Larche
Assistant Stage Manager: Tori Popp†
Assistant Stage Manager: Katie Schmidt†
Apprentice Stage Manager: Sarah Lamoureux
Child Supervisor: Kira Chisholm
Child Supervisor: Devon Helm

Cast: Vance Avery, Micah Buenafe, Lara Ciekiewicz, 
Julia Davis, Renee DeSilva-Bissell, Isaac Di Cresce, 
Jesse Drwiega, Charlie Gallant, Xhantelle Garcia, 
Davison Gee, Katie German, Kristi Hansen, Kevin 
Klassen, Sarah Luby, Andrew MacDonald-Smith, 
Arne MacPherson, Nathan Malolos, Alba Manuel, 
Ida May Meacham, Priya Narine, Christina Nguyen, 
Layla North, Ellie Prescott, Anastasia Rautert, 
Garett Ross, Alex Schaeffer, Jan Skene, Justin 
Stadnyk†, Madelyn Torres

Understudies: Julia Davis, Renee DeSilva-Bissell, 
Katie German, Sarah Luby, Andrew MacDonald-
Smith, Garett Ross, Jan Skene, Justin Stadnyk

Musicians: Andrew St. Hilaire, Joseph Tritt, Nenad 
Zdjelar, Tony Cyre, Janice Finlay, Tracy Wright, 
Sharon Atkinson, Matt Walden, Joel Green, Todd 
Martin, Dave Lawton

A co-production with Citadel Theatre

SPONSORED BY THE ASPER FOUNDATION & 
THE GAIL ASPER FAMILY FOUNDATION

21,204 attended 29 performances

Beautiful: The 
Carole King Musical

Book by Douglas McGrath

Words & Music by 
Gerry Goffin & Carole King 
Barry Mann & Cynthia Weil

Music by Arrangement with 
Sony/ATV Music Publishing

Orchestrations, Vocal and Incidental Music 
Arrangements by Steve Sidwell

January 11 – February 3, 2024 
previews • January 9 & 10

Director: Kelly Thornton
Music Director: Floydd Ricketts
Choreographer: Jaz Sealey
Set Designer: Gillian Gallow**
Costume Designer: Louise Bourret
Lighting Designer: Hugh Conacher**
Sound Designer: Sylvin Sévigny
Intimacy Directors: Lisa Rubin & Sharon Bajer†
Assistant Director: Justin Stadnyk†
Apprentice Lighting Designer: Anika Binding
Stage Manager: Melanie St-Jacques

J O H N  H I RS C H  M A I N STAG E  P R O D U C T I O N S
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First Métis Man 
of Odesa

Written and Performed by 
Matthew MacKenzie and Mariya Khomutova

November 2 – 18, 2023 
preview • November 1

Director: Lianna Makuch§

Production Designer: Daniela Masellis
Projection Designer: Amelia Scott
Composer: Daraba
Sound Designer: Aaron Macri
Choreographer: Krista Lin
Dramaturg: Matt McGeachy
Stage Manager: Lore Green*
Production Manager & Technical Director: 

Trent Crosby
Associate Designer: Cameron Fraser
Design Consultation & Scenic Artwork: 

Dawn Marie Marchand
Beadwork: Krista Leddy & Maria Nelson
Producer: Sheiny Satanove
Associate Producer: Alyson Dicey
Head Scenic Painter: Emily Randall
Painters: Ashley Hiibner & Amy Powell
Drape Stitching: Theatre Garage
Fabrication: art lab

A Punctuate! Theatre Production

3,348 attended 19 performances

among men
By David Yee

January 25 – February 10, 2024 
preview • January 24

Director: Suzie Martin†
Set Designer: Adam Parboosingh**
Costume Designer: Daina Leitold
Lighting Designer: Hugh Conacher**
Sound Designer: Ashley Au
Fight Director: Rick Skene
Dialect Coach: Tom Soares
Assistant Director: Christine Leslie†
Assistant Set Designer: Joyce Licup*†
Assistant Lighting Designer: Anika Binding‡†
Production Dramaturg: Dana Tanner-Kennedy
Assistant Production Dramaturg: Jasmine Hopfe
Stage Manager: Ridge Romanishen
Apprentice Stage Manager: Jazz Marcelino†

Cast: Eric Blais†, Tom Keenan

A co-production with Theatre Projects Manitoba

3,286 attended 18 performances

The Piano Teacher
By Dorothy Dittrich

February 29 – March 16, 2024 
preview • February 28

Director: Simon Miron†
Set Designer: Shauna Jones**
Costume Designer: Joseph Abetria†
Lighting Designer: jaymez**
Sound Designer: Justin Stadnyk†
Intimacy Director: Sharon Bajer† 
Assistant Director / Piano Coach: Jodi Kristjanson†
Stage Manager: Margaret Brook
Apprentice Stage Manager: Devon Helm

Cast: Gwendolyn Collins, Chris Sousa, 
Jane Testar

3,626 attended 18 performances

Guilt: A Love Story
Written and performed by Diane Flacks

April 4 – 20, 2024 
preview • April 3

Director: Alisa Palmer
Movement Coach: Rebecca Harper
Set & Costume Designer: Jung-Hye Kim
Lighting Designer: Leigh Ann Vardy**
Associate Lighting Designer: Aurora Torok**
Sound Designer: Deanna H. Choi**
Associate Sound Designer: Jacob Lin 林鴻恩**
Stage Manager: Sandy Plunkett
Apprentice Stage Manager: Angela Mae Bago

A Tarragon Theatre Production

SPONSORED BY THE ASPER FOUNDATION

3,011 attended 18 performances

The Lehman Trilogy
By Stefano Massini 

Adapted by Ben Power

March 21 – April 13, 2024 
preview • March 20

Director: Richard Greenblatt
Set & Costume Designer: Gillian Gallow**
Lighting & Video Designer: Hugh Conacher**
Original Compositions & Sound Designer: 

Ashley Au
Dialect Coach: Jane Gooderham
Apprentice Director: Cora Matheson*
Assistant Lighting & Video Designer: 

Katriona Dunn
Apprentice Lighting & Video Designer: 

Anika Binding†
Language Consultants: Diane Flacks,  

Dr. Stephanie Hatzifilalithis, Maria Syrgiannis,  
Arpad Szigeti & Maria Vacratsis

Stage Manager: Dustyn Wales
Assistant Stage Manager: Katie Schmidt†
Apprentice Stage Manager: Samantha Sage

Cast: Ari Cohen†, Jordan Pettle, Alex Poch Goldin

10,056 attended 24 performances

The Comeback
By Trish Cooper and Sam Vint

April 25 – May 18, 2024 
preview • April 24

Director / Production Dramaturg: Eric Coates
Set Designer: Brian Perchaluk**†
Costume Designer: Joseph Abetria†
Associate Costume Designer: Amy McPherson
Lighting Designer: Larry Isacoff‡
Composer & Sound Designer: Daniel Roy
Assistant Director: Charlene Van Buekenhout
Cultural Consultant: Val Vint
Cree Translation: Michael Lawrenchuk
Music Coach: Marion Day
Stage Manager: Michael Duggan†‡
Assistant Stage Manager: Ridge Romanishen
Apprentice Stage Manager: Meaghan Fletcher
Child Supervisor: Devon Helm

Calla Adubofour-Poku, Mariam Bernstein†, 
Damien Broomes, Gwendolyn Collins, 
Myles Grantham, Marsha Knight, Michael 
Lawrenchuk, Tracey Nepinak, Melanie Whyte, 
Cory Wojcik

11,119 attended 28 performances

TO M  H E N D RY  WA R E H O U S E  P R O D U C T I O N S
TOM HENDRY WAREHOUSE SEASON SPONSOR: BMO FINANCIAL GROUP

**Indicated designers on this production are represented by the Associated Designers of Canada, IATSE Local ADC659.
*Position funded through the Jean Murray – Moray Sinclair Theatre Apprenticeship Program    †Past Jean Murray – Moray Sinclair Scholarship award winner

‡Past Naomi Levin Theatre Scholarship award winner    §The participation of these Artists are arranged by permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association under the provisions of the Dance•Opera•Theatre Policy.

Diane Flacks in 
Guilt: A Love Story.  
PHOTO BY CYLLA VON TIEDEMANN
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F E ST I VA L S

Winnipeg Fringe 
Theatre Festival

The 36th annual Winnipeg Fringe Theatre 
Festival brought the commmunity together 
for a city-wide celebration of indie theatre. 
Featuring local, national and interna-
tional performing companies, the festival 
showcased dramas, musicals, comedies, 
stand-up, improv and more! Ticketed 
attendance totalled 81,500 with 108 
sold-out performances and $718,505 in box 
office revenue returned to the performing 
companies. Audiences were delighted 
by 141 performing companies with 1,217 
performances.

New to the festival this year was the inclu-
sion of Pay-What-You-Can shows to provide 
Fringers with the most accessible and 
affordable ticket price yet. This included 
PWYC door tickets at the Kids Venue and 
Fringe Open Mic, along with a PWYC 
Sherlock Holmes self-guided adventure. 

SUPPORTED BY MANITOBA LIQUOR MARTS

2023 Winnipeg Fringe Theatre 
Festival Statistics
ticketed attendance • 81,500
outdoor attendance (including kids 
fringe) • 40,000–50,000 (approx.)
kids venue attendance • 3,421
box office revenue • $718,505
number of performing companies • 141
number of indoor performances • 1,217
number of volunteers • 658

Pimootayowin: 
A Festival of New Work
Pimootayowin: A Festival of New Work 
showcased the first public readings of six 
new plays written by the 2022/23 cohort 
of the Pimootayowin Creators Circle. 
From September 24–29, 2023, Royal MTC 
welcomed audiences to the Tom Hendry 
Warehouse lobby to enjoy the free script-
reading festival. 

This year’s works included Coming Home 
written by Mary Black and directed by 
Ashley Cook; 7 Tips for Being a Good Indian 
written by Ryan Black and directed by 
Marsha Knight; Babylon written by Michael 
Lawrenchuk and directed by Christopher 
Brauer; The Shape of Paint Water written 
by Emily Meadows and directed by Simon 
Miron; Love, Louis by Victoria Perrie and 
directed by Darla Contois; and Differential 
Colours Waking in Darkness written by Eric 
Plamondon and directed by Danielle Sturk. 
33 local artists helped bring these shows to 
life as actors and directors.

The next Pimootayowin: A Festival of New 
Work will be presented September 23–27, 
2024.

SUPPORTED BY TD Ready Commitment

R EG I O N A L  TO U R

Royal MTC and PlayNow.com were pleased 
to present our Regional Tour of Mix Tapes 
From My Mom.

Mix Tapes 
From My Mom

Written and Performed by Cory Wojcik 
Featuring a live band

February 12 – March 12, 2024

Director: Trish Cooper
Set Designer: Daina Leitold
Music Director: Rusty Robot
Stage Manager: Sadie Wannamaker
Apprentice Stage Manager: Larissa Shabaga
Tour Technical Director: Joshua Gehman
Tour Technician: Jess Rose

2,768 attended 21 performances

 feb 12 | MacGregor • Heartland Recreation Commission
 feb 13 | Gimli • Kiwanis Club of Gimli and District
 feb 16 | Thompson • Recreation, Parks and Culture,  
   City of Thompson
 feb 17 | Snow Lake • Aurora Borealis Arts Council
 feb 18 | Flin Flon • Flin Flon Arts Council
 feb 20 | Dauphin • Dauphin Arts Council
 feb 22 | Souris • Souris District Arts Council
 feb 23 | Minnedosa • Minnedosa Performing Arts   
   Committee
 feb 24 | Pinawa • Winnipeg River Arts Council
 feb 25 | Strathclair • Strathclair & District Theatre   
   Committee, Ltd.
 feb 26 | Brandon • Western Manitoba Centennial   
   Auditorium
 feb 27 | Deloraine • Southwest Showcase Inc.
 mar 1 | Crystal City • Parklane Theatre Committee
 mar 2 | Portage la Prairie • Prairie Fusion Arts &   
   Entertainment
 mar 4 | Red Lake • Wilderness Entertainment Series
 mar 5 | Sioux Lookout • Sioux Hudson Entertainment  
   Series
 mar 6 | Dryden • Dryden Entertainment Series
 mar 8 | Atikokan • Atikokan Entertainment Series
 mar 10 | Kenora • Lake of the Woods Concert Group
 mar 11 | Steinbach • Steinbach Arts Council
 mar 12  | Carman • Golden Prairie Arts Council

SPONSORED BY PLAYNOW.COM

Reading of Differential Colours Waking in 
Darkness by Eric Plamondon. PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN

2022/23 Pimootayowin Creators Circle cohort. 

PHOTO BY LESLIE WATSON



Literary Development
Royal MTC, in its dedication to reconciliation and collaboration, is 
committed to the support and development of Indigenous playwrights 
across Manitoba. In the fall of 2023, the Pimootayowin Creators Circle 
welcomed four new writers and two returning artists, to write and 
workshop plays to be presented at the Pimootayowin Festival in the 
fall of 2024. These artists created new pieces or continued to develop 
existing works. The cohort included Erin McGregor, Gabriel Daniels, 
Jordan McPeek, Mark Head, Rhonda Apetagon and Victoria Perrie. 
The Pimootayowin Creators Circle, now in its fourth year, is led by 
Governor General Award-winning playwright Ian Ross and coordi-
nated by Melissa Langdon. The Pimootayowin Creators Circle was 
generously sponsored by TD Ready Commitment. 

In preparation for its world premiere in the 2023/24 Mainstage season, 
The Comeback, a commissioned play by Trish Cooper and Sam Vint, 
received two pre-production workshops led by director and dramaturg 
Eric Coates.

In other news, we are thrilled to continue the development of Rizal, a 
new musical by Joseph Aragon which received a three-day workshop 
in June 2023 with Nina Lee Aquino leading as director and dramaturg. 
Seed funding was provided to Marie Barlizo for continued work on 
her new play The Warrior, which received a workshop during her 
residency in February. And additional seed funding was offered for 
a treatment of Intrepid, by Alex Poch Goldin, a new work exploring 
William Stephenson.

Two Manitoban plays, Control Yourself by Ross McMillan, and The 
Recipe by Armin Wiebe, were read and workshopped with actors at 
Royal MTC with The Recipe being programmed with Theatre Projects 
Manitoba as a part of the 2024/25 season. Development funding was 
also provided to Little Women, adapted by Jordi Mand, and ELEVATE: 
Manaaji’idiwin, a new play from Pimootayowin member David McLeod 
which were both programmed as part of the 2024/25 season. 

National Mentorship Program
Beginning in October of 2023, Royal MTC began its selection process 
for the fourth iteration of the National Mentorship Program. This 
program is designed to aid Manitoban theatre artists and practi-
tioners to overcome the geographic isolation of the prairies and build 
a web of connections and opportunities. The National Mentorship 
Program is a part of Royal MTC’s commitment to nurture and support 
the local talent pool, connecting the brightest emerging talent with 
the most innovative and exciting talent from across the country. 

Following the selection of 12 mentees, one-on-one meetings were 
scheduled from January to May of 2024 to discuss theatre, leadership, 
skill development, personal growth and skill application. The Program 
culminated in a final wrap-up where mentees spoke on their experi-
ences and relationships with their mentors. The National Mentorship 
Program was generously supported by RBC Foundation – Emerging 
Artist Program.

2023/24 National Mentorship Program  
Mentees Mentors
Angelina Alberto ....................... Sharron Matthews
Ntara Curry ................................. Philip Akin
Geneva Halverson ..................... Chelsea Preston
Alison Holliday ........................... Leila Ghaemi
Joyce Jugo .................................. Stephanie Sy
Sophia Lobe ................................ Michelle Bohn
Honey Pham ................................ Kimberley Rampersad
Zanifa Rasool .............................. Jacquie Thomas
Anaka Sandhu ............................. Christine Quintana
Justin Stadnyk ............................ Stafford Arima
Sarah Struthers .......................... Eric Rose
Hazel Wallace ............................. Elena Juatco

N EW  C R E AT I O N S E X PA N D I N G  T H E  T H E AT R E  E X P E R I E N C E
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The Rizal company, 
June 2023 workshop. 

Tapestry Sing-along
In celebration of City of Song – Winnipeg 150, we hosted a free sing-
along to Carole King’s album Tapestry on Sunday, January 28. 470 
patrons participated in the event, which was led by cast members 
from Beautiful: The Carole King Musical, including Ruth Acheampong, 
Andre Anthony, Tess Benger, Jeremy Carver-James, Louise Camilleri, 
Ellen David, Matthew Fletcher, Mike Melino, Laura Olafson, Jonathan 
Patterson, Alana Randall, Floydd Ricketts, Rhea Rodych-Rasidescu, 
Dakota Jamal Wellman, Jillian Willems and Chase Winnicky.

This special event was offered in partnership with the Winnipeg Arts 
Council / City of Song.

C I T Y  O F  S O N G  –  W I N N I P EG  1 5 0  EV E N T

Sing-along cast. PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN
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Pre-Show Chats
This informal lecture series is free to attend for ticket-holders to the 
third Thursday evening of our Mainstage season. Before the show, 
patrons enrich their experience through behind-the-scenes conversa-
tions with theatre professionals and special guests from our community. 
Over the course of the season, 208 patrons joined us to enjoy the 
following:

CLUE • Olaf Pyttlik, board game expert and owner of our neighbour 
Across the Board Game Café, spoke about the history of the game.

THE SOUND OF MUSIC • Assistant Costume Designer Kate George 
let us in on the process of designing and building costumes for this 
well-loved musical.

BEAUTIFUL: THE CAROLE KING MUSICAL • Musicologist John 
Einarson brought the audience back in time to the Brill Building and 
shared insight into the music industry and Carole King’s career.

THE MOUNTAINTOP • Assistant director of the original production and 
remount director Hazel Venzon spoke about the rehearsal process.

THE LEHMAN TRILOGY • Lighting and video designer and longtime 
MTC artist Hugh Conacher told us about his career and the chal-
lenges and opportunities in this epic production.

THE COMEBACK • Trish Cooper and Sam Vint, the playwrights of this 
world premiere, spoke about the journey from story to stage.

Talkbacks
Post-show, actors returned to the stage for a question-and-answer 
session with the audience. Talkbacks were hosted after the first 
Tuesday evening performance and second Wednesday matinee at 
the Mainstage, and after the first Tuesday evening performance and 
Thursday matinee at the Warehouse. At a total of 21 public Talkbacks, 
over 1,000 patrons are estimated to have participated. 

Our Talkback Facilitator volunteers were Aaron Penner, Brandon 
Christopher, Christopher Brauer, Jack Fraser and Katrina Dunn.

Relaxed Performance
Royal MTC offered a Relaxed performance of The Sound of Music on 
December 10, 2024. This is the fifth season Royal MTC has engaged 
in this accessibility initiative, which is designed to welcome audience 
members who would benefit from a more relaxed environment. A 
detailed pre-show announcement prepares audience members for 
content and startling effects, and there is a relaxed attitude towards 
audience noise and movement. All patrons were invited to come, be 
themselves and experience live theatre.

ASL-Interpreted Performances
Royal MTC offered American Sign Language-Interpreted perfor-
mances of Beautiful: The Carole King Musical on January 18, 2024 and 
The Comeback on May 5, 2024, arranging for ASL users and members 
of the Deaf community to have seats with clear sightlines to take in 
the interpreter and the action onstage. 

Open Caption Performance 
Royal MTC’s Open Caption performance of Clue was offered on 
October 25, 2023. An electronic text display is positioned at the 
front of the stage to show what the actors are saying or singing and 
describe sound effects. This benefits not only Deaf patrons or those 
with hearing loss, but also enhances the performance for the hearing 
audience as a whole who may have missed a word, phrase, joke or lyric. 

Audio Described Performance 
Royal MTC offered Audio Described performances of among men on 
February 6, 2024 and The Comeback on May 10, 2024. During audio 
described performances, audience members who are blind or have 
low vision use a receiver and earpiece to hear about the physical 
action and visual elements of the production. These descriptions are 
voiced live, in real time, by a trained describer from VIEW. 

Facility Tours
The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre John Hirsch Mainstage is a 
National Historic site recognized for its contribution to Canadian 
theatre and for its unique Brutalist architecture. Facility tours provide 
a look behind the scenes at Royal MTC to gain a unique perspective 
on how we produce plays. Tours may visit the carpentry shop, ward-
robe, props department and more! As a special event during Culture 
Days, MTC welcomed over 190 people for mini-tours on September 23, 
2023. During the season, we gave tours to approximately 350 people 
from 13 schools and community groups.

Play on Words
The Winnipeg Public Library’s talented Librarians provide amazing 
Explore More reading lists of resources that help you better connect 
with the play. In 2023/24, librarian-recommended reading lists were 
created for First Métis Man of Odesa, Beautiful: The Carole King 
Musical, The Piano Teacher and The Comeback. These lists stay avail-
able on MTC’s website for anyone who wants to dive deeper.

Enrichment Guides
Enrichment guides were compiled for all ten shows of the Mainstage 
and Warehouse seasons and the provincial tour. These guides were 
posted online for educators, students, and all other patrons to provide 
extra insight into our productions. They included plot synopses, 
playwright biographies, contextual background, glossaries, suggested 
classroom activities for educators and/or discussion prompts, and 
links to other resources including books, articles, videos and podcasts. 
Creators and contributors from outside of MTC included Desiree 
Pappel, Charlene Van Buekenhout, Sarah Farrant, Noah Boonov, Elliot 
Lazar and Tala Gammon.
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Scholarships and Apprenticeships
In recognition and celebration of two Winnipeg personalities who 
contributed to our theatre’s development, Royal MTC established 
the Jean Murray – Moray Sinclair Theatre Scholarship Fund. This fund 
awards scholarships to successful applicants who are full-time students 
attending accredited theatre schools or university theatre programs, 
and who intend to pursue a career in theatre. This fund also awards 
apprenticeships to emerging professional artists and craftspeople who 
are looking for opportunities to gain experience in professional theatre. 

Royal MTC awarded a total of $25,000 for the 2023/2024 academic 
year/theatre season. Our generous patrons donated $47,917 online 
and at “pass-the-hat” performances of Into the Woods, with a 
generous match from the Zita and Mark Bernstein Foundation for all 
online donations.

Scholarship winners
Aurora Andrews
Julia Armstrong
Eliza Binding
Victoria Brimble
Kirstin Caguioa
Josh Calabio
Samantha Campbell
Saraya Clayton
Kinsey Donald
Taryn Edgeworth

Olaluwa Fayokyn
Veronica Ford
Artie Lorraine
Zoe Gagnon
Haeln Gebre
Taylor Izon
Keira Jordan
Rhianna Mathers
Kyle Mroz
Leaf Pankratz

Madeline Paulic
Danika Robb
Sarah Rossen
Carolin Schroeder
Natalie Stefanson
Erin Teodoro
Alissa Watson
Katie Welham
Elio Zarrillo

Apprenticeship Recipients:
Julia Anderson – Apprentice Set & Costume Designer for Clue
Samantha Hutchings – Apprentice Director & Choreographer for  

The Sound of Music
Cora Matheson – Apprentice Director for The Lehman Trilogy
France Richards – Props Apprentice
Theresa Thomson – Apprentice Director for Clue

Many past recipients of scholarships and apprenticeships were 
involved in the season. 21 worked as actors, crew and creative team 
members on productions, while 7 past recipients are on MTC staff.

Assistant Roles
Royal MTC is committed to the cultivation of local talent by providing 
opportunities for early career artists to refine and strengthen their 
craft. Assistants work with established theatre artists to broaden their 
skills and obtain professional experience.

Kate George – Assistant Costume Designer for The Sound of Music
Christine Leslie – Assistant Director for among men
Paul Rodemond – Assistant Music Director for The Sound of Music
Charlene Van Buekenhout – Assistant Director for The Comeback

Student Placement
In 2023/24, Royal MTC hosted a student from Exchange Met School 
for a weekly placement from October–April. Grade 12 student Emily 
worked with Props, Scenic Art, Patron Services, Communications, 
Education and Enrichment, Fringe and Development to help with 
production work, administrative tasks, research, ushering shows, 
sourcing social media ideas and proofing documents. 

Theatre for Young Audiences
Royal MTC schedules student-only matinee performances for 
selected productions. This year, MTC offered student-only matinees 
for six productions: Clue, The Sound of Music, Beautiful: The Carole 
King Musical, The Comeback, First Métis Man of Odesa and two 
performances of The Mountaintop. A total of 3,720 students attended 
student-only matinee performances and 3,421 students attended 
regular performances with their school, along with 104 students using 
promo codes specific to their university classes, for a total of 7,245 
students at shows this season. Many students and teachers stayed for 
a talkback with actors after attending a performance. 

SPONSORED BY CANADA LIFE

Testimonials from Teachers

“This field trip is ranked in my top 5 in a twenty-year career.” 

“The booking process was very easy... The enrichment guide encom-
passed everything that the students experienced. The performance 
was of the most excellent quality, actors and production value included. 
Overall, my students and I had an incredible experience at MTC.”

“[The Talkback] is an important and meaningful learning tool.”

“My students were buzzing! My oldest students, especially, came out 
inspired. Thank you!”

“Everything that MTC does to support school is amazing. You have 
gone out of the way to make theatre accessible for our programs.”

“My students LOVED the performance. I overheard some saying, ‘this 
won’t be my last time at this theatre!’”

“The students immensely enjoy themselves and are very appreciative 
of the excellent performances. Thank you for a great year.”

“The customer service we received from our initial booking to the 
performances itself was absolutely top-notch! For our small-town 
students to experience a professional, live performance is eye-opening 
and inspiring.”

“I think every high school should be doing this.”

Theatre Under 30
Theatre Under 30 is a free membership program for young people 
aged 18–29. Members have exclusive access to world-class theatre 
for just $20 a seat! In the 2023/24 season, 615 members purchased a 
total of 1,534 tickets throughout the year.
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Young Expressions Program
Young Expressions Program (YEP) students were amongst the first 
to see our Mainstage shows. They were invited to broaden their 
minds, sharpen their critical eyes, converse with theatre reviewers and 
artists, challenge their preconceptions, and express their opinions. 
Students also had the opportunity to bring one or two guests to see 
The Mountaintop and were able to experience the production with 
their friends and family. The season culminated with them creating a 
zine together.

8 participants were chosen based on their application and teacher 
recommendations. They came from 6 schools.

participants 
Victoria Alexander
Tayla Appler
Mad Delaat

Anderson Green
William Green
Quinn McMullan

Tatiana Tuazon
Xander Woodhouse

2023/24 Young Expressions special guests:

• Melissa Langdon, Actor and MTC’s Artistic Associate
• Aisling Murphy, Theatre Critic and Editor of Intermission Magazine
• Ben Waldman, Free Press Theatre Reviewer
• Kelly Thornton, MTC’s Artistic Director
• Ray Strachan, Actor and Director

Feedback from the students

“I love Young Expressions, it allows me to get to see cool shows, meet 
cool people, and have cool conversations.”

“An amazing place to explore and experience theatre while you 
develop your critical sense in a safe positive space.”

“I really enjoyed Young Expressions. I found it was a fantastic opportu-
nity to consume theatre and have wonderful discussion with my peers. 
It was a chance to have educational and hilarious moments!”

“This is not only invaluable to youth going into theatre, is an invaluable 
experience for all youth, to explore the arts, one’s own critical thinking, 
and have an incredible time overall.”

“This program helped me affirm what I want to do with my life!”

NextGen Fringers
NextGen Fringers brought together 31 youth aged 16-23 who love the 
Fringe, or had never been and wanted to see what it’s all about! Each 
got a pass for up to six free tickets to Fringe plays, opportunities to 
win prizes, and joined gatherings to connect with their theatre-going 
peers. The NextGen Fringers posted on social media to spread the 
word about the Fringe to other young people, contributed to a sticky-
note wall at MTC with their discoveries and tips about the festival, 
and sent in their Fringe Faves to be shared by MTC. This year’s cohort 
included 13 first-time Fringers.

participants 
Semira Abolore
Alyssa Adair
Logan Addison 
Eseosa Ataga
Victor Balmana
Hawanatu Bangura
Mikaël Beaudry
Eliza Binding
Victoria Brimble 
Kirstin Caguioa
Samantha Campbell

Mad Delaat
Jaymie Desrochers
Caitlyn Dion
Daye-Obong Ekong
Madeline Fox
Keira Jordan
Maeve Kehler
Salomé King
Andrea Kizuik
Parker Koepnick
Nicole Lopez

Noah Luis
Alex McKechnie
Quinn McMullan
Sonja Monastyrski
Jayden Paradis
Sydney Rubletz
Em Saban
Brody Sjodin
Tal Tougas

what nextgen fringers had to say

“This year was so so fabulous. I saw so many amazing shows and even 
got my whole family to see a show together…It’s nice to be able to see 
a wide range of shows.”

“I love seeing all the incredible talents and appreciating the over-
looked joy of live theatre. Fringe makes me see all the community, joy, 
and laughter in the city.”

“The culture is amazing, it was an amazing week being able to go out 
every day and support fellow artists.”

“I’m planning on coming back next year. Overall, I had a great time 
and cannot wait for next year’s Fringe.”

“It was so wonderful so see so many local theatre artists in one place!  
I had a lot of fun trying out new styles of theatre!”

“I saw the most shows I’ve ever seen at Fringe. I really felt like I got the 
most out of it, I put myself out there and tried so many new foods and 
talked to the actors after shows. It felt good to be so involved because 
I love the Winnipeg theatre community so much!”

“Overall my first Fringe experience was perfect.”

Young Expressions Students. PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN

2023 NextGen Fringers
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Backstage Pass
This season-long program gave Grade 11 and 12 students an in-depth 
look at theatre. Students attended six theatre workshops led by 
members of Manitoba’s professional theatre community followed by a 
matinee performance of the current Mainstage production. They were 
selected based on their application and teacher recommendations.  
21 participated from 14 schools.

participants 
Maxx Bonikowsky
Cassidy Busby
Luke Carlson-Fraser
Camila Cisneros
Juno Corbett-Thomas
Emily Cortez
Ayla Cottes

Jasmine Dale
Mad Delaat
Raven Fergusson
Vincent Gagne
Ephraim Giesbrecht
Addy Gross
Daniel Henderson-Yendrys

Menal Kashalo
Larissa Lagasse
Lauryn Mestito-Dao
Sasha Pearn
Ethan Pereira
Kathleen Starr
Kat Therrien

Backstage Pass Workshops
CLUE • Stage Manager and Company Manager Leslie Watson took the 
participants through Royal MTC’s hidden spaces to meet our talented 
craftspeople followed by Education and Enrichment Manager and 
designer Ksenia Broda-Milian guiding students in set and costume 
design discussion and creation.

The SOUND OF MUSIC • Actor and director Simon Miron, along with 
collaborative accompanist Rachel Cameron, helped students to read 
between the lines and find connections between text and music, and 
answered questions about all things musical theatre.

BEAUTIFUL: THE CAROLE KING MUSICAL • Theatre artist Tanner 
Manson led participants through different ways to use sound to give 
context and tell a story, and then Head of Audio Christopher Coyne 
welcomed them into MTC’s booth for a look at the technical side of 
sound.

THE  MOUNTAINTOP • Secrets of theatre magic were revealed by 
Kari Hagness who shared stories from her time as MTC’s Head of 
Props, taught techniques for script analysis, and encouraged partici-
pants in creating fake food from unconventional materials.

THE LEHMAN TRILOGY • Actor and clown Spenser Payne facilitated 
an exploration of character creation including status, physicality and 
imagination. Students worked individually and in groups to bring 
characters to life.

THE COMEBACK • The participants dove into the creative process of 
writing for the stage with the guidance of playwright Trish Cooper, 
before seeing the play she co-wrote on the Mainstage.

Feedback from the students

“Backstage Pass has pushed me out of my comfort zone in many posi-
tive ways, and I’ve met so many kind, new friends here!”

“I discovered that I really like prop and set design and it would be 
something I’m interested in as a career.”

“It is awesome that we get to speak to so many professionals in the 
industry.”

“I really put my critical thinking skills and creativity to work.”

“Talking about the process of creating was really interesting.”

“I learned about the many different jobs in a theatre, and how easy it 
can be to share your ideas and work together.”

“I loved having the chance to watch shows that I would not push 
myself to see.”

“Anyone can write plays and perform!”

“I grew a larger understanding about set creating, appreciation for how 
much work the prop team does, and about different lighting for stages.”

“This has been such an amazing experience and has really helped me 
feel confident and secure in my decision to pursue theatre as a career.”

“I was amazed at the talent in this room.”

“Backstage Pass has been so enlightening and all of these workshops 
have made me feel so much more connected to theatre!”

“I love the community we all have built.”

Backstage Pass Students. PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN

Students’ costume designs Students’ faux food props
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Black and White Ball
AN EVENING OF MYSTERY…
On Saturday, November 4, more than 440 guests joined us in support of Royal MTC to UNCOVER THE MYSTERY at the Black & White Ball. It was 
a killer evening from start to finish as guests enjoyed a delicious meal in one of four Clue themed rooms, solved a very puzzling murder mystery, and 
then danced the night away.

On behalf of the artists supported by this fundraising event, we are deeply grateful to all the guests, sponsors, corporate table purchasers, donors 
and volunteers for creating another unforgettable evening. 

Every season, Royal MTC invites audiences to the theatre to share in the act of imagining. Thank you for making this experience possible. 

Congratulations to Bill Whiteway, winner of the Fillmore Riley Vacation Prize!

S P EC I A L  EV E N TS

SPONSORS

Silver Sponsor
HUB
Wawanesa

Auction Sponsor
The Tanchak Wealth Management 

Group

Live Auction Sponsor
ADESA & Open Lane

Vacation Raffle
Fillmore Riley LLP

Travel Partners
Air Canada
Bonaventure Travel

Cocktail Sponsor
Birchwood Lexus

Wine Sponsor
Jones & Company Wine Merchants

Dessert Partners
Flour & Flower
Fête
Knapsack Coffee

Printing Sponsor
Esdale Printing

SUPPORTERS

Dycom Direct Mail
Encore
EventLight.ca
Fairmont Winnipeg
Free Press
Liquor Mart
McDiarmid Flowers
Planned Perfectly
POS Systems
Red Photo Co.
Relish Branding
Soirée Event Planning
6 Degrees Photobooth

PRIME TABLES

Gendis Inc.
Global Drain Technologies
Granite Financial Group Inc.
Terracon Development Ltd.

CORPORATE TABLES

Birchwood Lexus
Boke Inc.
Canada Life
Cardinal Capital Management
Duha Group
Fillmore Riley
Free Press

HUB
KPMG LLP
Liquor Mart
Manitoba Blue Cross
Number TEN Architecture Group
Parrish & Heimbecker Ltd.
Penner Oil
Prairie Research Associates Inc.
Red River College Polytechnic
Richardson International Ltd.
Shortline Moving
Tanchak Wealth Management
Taylor McCaffrey LLP
Wawanesa Insurance
Westgate Enterprises Ltd.
Winnipeg Building & Decorating Ltd.

DONORS

Jan & Marcel Belanger
Aynsley & Grant Cockshott
Josie Coryns
Christopher Courtney
Ben Diamond
Trish Gehlen Preston
Tyler Gompf
Thomas Hall
Graham Haigh
Charles Henaire
Katrina Lee-Kwen & Jeff Neufeld
Monique Maynard
Brendan McKeen
Erin Meyer
Brendan Mitchell
Christine Soubry Family
Jodee Stewart
Scott Stewart
Jonathan Strauss
Todd Tanchak
Hugh & Susan Taylor
Douglas Tkach
Grant Wainikka
Nicole Zajac

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Big City All Star Band
Shelby Bond
Our incredibly hardworking volunteers, 

and Royal MTC Staff

attendance • 442
net proceeds • $106,926

l to r: Antonio Buccini, Kelly Johnston, Rhonda Plett, Eden Jamieson,  
Victoria Taylor, Samantha Duha, Kathryn Gompf, Dana Plett, Jenny-Lou Ryan, 
Karen Duha, Elsebeth Hansen-Kriening & Shelly Smith-Hines.
not present: Brandi Johnson, Rachel Nedelec, Andrea Mancini

l to r: Anne Love, Keith Love, Irene Shapira, Bonnie McDonald, Sarah Rossen, 
Melissa Hazelton, George Nyman, Bettina Nyman, Isabelle Ly, Leslie Watson, 
Brenda Vaca, Meaghan Fletcher & Patricia Vineberg.
not present: Murray Gadd, Manvir Kaur & Donna Korban

2023 Black & White Ball Committee

2023 Black & White Ball Volunteers

PHOTOS BY RED PHOTO CO.
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S P EC I A L  EV E N TS

Urinetown, The Musical
Music & Lyrics by Mark Hollmann 

Book & Lyrics by Greg Kotis

Urinetown was produced on Broadway in 
September, 2001 by the Araca Group and Dodger 

Theatricals in association with TheaterDreams, Inc., 
and Lauren Mitchell

May 7–11, 2024

Director: Erin McGrath*
Music Director: Renate Rossol
Choreographer: Rebekah Jones*
Set Design Consultant: Ksenia Broda-Milian**
Wardrobe Coordinators: Thora Lamont, 

Jackie Van Winkle & Heather Thorleifson
Lighting Designer / Electrician: Fisher Wohlgemut
Audio: Tim Clark
Deck Audio: Ryan Spracklin
Stage Manager: Chuck McEwen
Assistant Producer: Tori Popp
Assistant Stage Manager: Denise Dela Cruz

Cast: Andrea Bellhouse, Jennifer Bird, Paul Cooper, 
Tashia Dreger, Sean Gallop, Caleigh Glawson, Benji 
Greenberg, Kate Henley, Deanna Hiebert, Melanie 
LaBossiere, Jordan Lang, Joel Lebois, Jerritt Lipski, 
Hayley Main, Jennifer Malabar, Jeff Palamar, Victoria 
Perrie, Sandi Phillips, Jodi Plenert, Steve Scarfone, 
Reed Sitarik

Musicians: Renate Rossol, Eric Vickar, Julie Husband, 
David Rosenbaum, Erika Einarson

PRODUCTION PARTNER THE MANITOBA BAR ASSOCIATION

Royal MTC/MBA Lawyers Play
URINETOWN – IT WAS A ROYAL FLUSH!
The 2024 cast certainly stuck it to “the man” during our 31st Lawyers Play Urinetown, The Musical! Bringing their extraordinary skills 
to the Tom Hendry Warehouse, the exceptional cast wowed audiences during the May 7–11 run. Between rousing song and dance 
numbers and laugh-out-loud comedy, this thoughtful satire brought audiences to their feet.

Cast entirely with Manitoba Bar Association members, the Lawyers Play is one of Royal MTC’s largest fundraisers. Since its inception, 
this gala event has raised over $1.1 million to support MTC and the Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival.

Our deepest gratitude to patrons, donors, advertisers and sponsors for supporting our efforts. We’d also like to extend sincere 
thanks to the talented cast and hardworking crew, as well as our many volunteers and committee members. 

SILVER SPONSOR

Lawton Partners

PERFORMANCE SPONSOR

University of Manitoba – Faculty 
of Law

RECEPTION SPONSOR

Lawyers Financial

CATERING SPONSOR

Fairmont Winnipeg
WOW! Catering

WINE SPONSOR

Jones & Company Wine 
Merchants

DESIGN SPONSOR

Relish Branding

SUPPORTERS

Blüfish Japanese Restaurant
Corrientes Argentine Pizzeria

COMMITTEE

Jeff Palamar – Chair
Kathrine Basarab
Michelle Falk
Caleigh Glawson
Melissa Hazelton
Jamie Jurczak
Peter Kingsley
David Kroft
Joel Lebois
Jim McLandress
Stacey Soldier
Stéphanie Tétreault

attendance • 1,133
net proceeds • $20,594

The cast of Urinetown, The Musical. PHOTO BY MIKE SUDOMA

Committee member Jamie Jurczak and Manitoba 
Bar Association Secretary Treasurer Bryton Moen.

**Indicated designers on this production are represented by the Associated Designers of Canada, IATSE Local ADC659.
*The participation of these Artists are arranged by permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association under the provisions of the Dance•Opera•Theatre Policy.

PHOTO BY DAVE SWIECICKI  

The cast of Urinetown, The Musical. PHOTO BY MIKE SUDOMA



Eric Blais and Tom Keenan in among men. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

★★★★★ 
“Played brilliantly by Keenan and 
Blais, with both Winnipeg actors 
at the top of their game”  
– free press
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S U P P O RT E RS

Director’s Circle

Many thanks to our generous 
donors who made a differ-
ence with a gift during our 
2023/24 season!

$10,000+

Gail Asper, OC, OM, LLD* & 
Michael Paterson

June & Bob Jackson Memorial Fund 
for the Performing Arts – The 
Winnipeg Foundation

Johnston Group Inc.
Ken & Sharon Mould
Robinson Family Foundation Fund 

– The Winnipeg Foundation
Todd & Kellie Tanchak

$6,500–9,999

Houston Family of Bradwardine 
Fund – The Winnipeg Foundation

Mr. Leslie Taylor

$4,000–6,499

Pauline Braun – in memory of 
Duane Braun‡

David Christianson & Vera 
Steinberger

Susan Glass & Arni Thorsteinson
Rita Gunn§ & Gregory Mason
Camilla Holland† & Colin Viebrock‡
Diane & Dave Johnston
Hildegard Loewen
Elizabeth Marr & Nick Slonosky
Gerry & Barb Price
Hartley & Heather Richardson
Dr. Marcel Van Woensel
Anonymous

$2,000–3,999

Dr. J Baluta and Ms. O. Kandia
David & Lianne Carefoot
David* & Barb Christie
Heather Clarke
Gerry* & Chris Couture
Kerry Dangerfield*‡
Tony* & Jennifer Fletcher‡
Linda Hamilton & Grange Morrow‡
Sharon Hamilton‡
Derek & Mary Johannson
Myron & Marion Klysh
Dr. P. Kmet & Mr. B. Roslycky
Donna & Dave* Lalama
Katrina Lee-Kwen & Jeff Neufeld
Brendan McKeen†‡
Leigh Murphy – in memory of Liam 

Murphy‡
Dr. H. Nyhof and Ms. Jo-Anne Lutz
Drs. Bill Pope & Elizabeth Tippett 

Pope Fund – The Winnipeg 
Foundation

Sanford & Deborah Riley
Bill & Laurie* Speers
Mait & Pat Sundmark
Kelly Thornton† & Josep 

Seras-Gubert‡
Jeremy Trickett & Brandon Barnes 

Trickett‡
Helga Van Iderstine
Scott & Sonya Wright Fund
Anonymous

$1,200–1,999

Edward* & Jaime Acuna‡
Craig McIntosh & Lorraine Beck 

Fund
Todd Bourcier

H. F. Bowen
Doneta Brotchie, CM* & Harry 

Brotchie‡
Chambers Family‡
Haderra & Mark Chisick
The Circle Foundation – Gail 

Coghlan§

Hugh Conacher‡
Matthew Cutler & Dr. Avery Miller
Ben & Shari Diamond
Dr. Lawrence & Ms. Brenda Ellerby
Corinne Ratuski & Brad Favel*
Sylvia Flam‡
Katherine Fox*‡
Susan* & Ab Freig‡
John* & Nicola Guttormson‡
Barbara Hamilton
Vivian Hilder-Skwark & David Skwark 

– in memory of Mike Skwark‡
Shawn Hughes & Bruno Koehn‡
Katie Inverarity†‡
Danielle Jobb & Brendan Roddy
Lisa Johnston‡
Serena Helen Kraayeveld Fund – 

The Winnipeg Foundation
David* & Ellen Kroft‡
J. Lamothe‡
Rick Lee & Laurie Shapiro
Andrea Lochhead*
Gail Loewen
Teresa Lopata & Bruce Wagg
Reginald & Judy Low
Mark & Gloria Mancini‡
Jim* & Penny McLandress‡
Melissa Novecosky†‡
Wayne & Linda Paquin
Francis Pollard
K. Heather Power & Harold Klause‡
Jocelyne Prefontaine*‡
Lawrence Prout* & Lisa Gardewine‡
Nancy & Loren* Remillard
Sudhir Sandhu*‡
Ken & Susan* Skinner‡
Kevin Hines & Shelly Smith-Hines‡
Joan Stephens – in memory of 

Annice Stephens‡
Sasha & Josh Thiem‡
Geeta* & Michael Tucker‡
Vicki Verville‡
Murray & Nancy Wiegand
Winnipeg Theatre Awards
Rick & Claire* Workman
Dr. & Mrs. James & Kim Zacharias
Nicole Zajac‡
Anonymous

Company Circle

$600–1,199

Robert & Ina Abra Family Fund – 
The Winnipeg Foundation

Elizabeth B. Armytage Fund –  
The Winnipeg Foundation

Jennifer & Scott Ash
Margaret Astwood
Ryan Bernier
Bruce & Shelley Bertrand-Meadows
Cathie & Brian Bowerman
D. J. Cowan
J. Davidson‡
Helene Dyck
Neil & Sherry Fast
Pat & Doug Finkbeiner
Felicia & Trevor Frost
Brad & Jenn Gesell
Kayla Gordon & Art Maister
Rodney Hick & Tracey Jackson
Betty Hoffmann
N & L Holliday

Sylvia Jansen
Gerald Jewers
JWTAM Medical Corporation
Shirley Liba
Linda & Ray Loewen
Pat & Jim Ludwig
Peter & Maureen Macdonald
Garry Markham
Gerard Matte & Lydia Surasky-Matte
John & Natalie Mayba
Carol & Barry§ McArton
Ron McKinnon & Peggy Barker‡
Irene Miller & the late Claire Miller
Carolyn Garlich & Peter Miller 

Gift Fund
Marika Nerbas
Vivienne Nickerson
Tracey Novak
Richard & Bonnie Olfert
Ivan & Cathy Oresnik‡
Cam & Carole Osler
Pierre Ouellet
Donna Plant
Louise & Ruth
Margaret Redmond* & Greg Gillis‡
Iris Reimer
David & Joan Rew
Henriette Ricou & Jure Manfreda
Debbie Roy
Barbara Scheuneman
Trudy Schroeder
Renate & Bill Schulz
In memory of Sybil Shack for 

the benefit of MTC – Jewish 
Foundation of Manitoba

Carol & Ron Slater Fund – Jewish 
Foundation of Manitoba

Donald Smith‡
Deborah Spracklin
Kim Stephens
Leah R. Janzen & Ian R. Thomson
Dr. Peter Triggs‡
Grant & Trish Wainikka
Faye Warren
Margaret Wollner‡
4 Anonymous

$250–599

Pat & Darrell Adams‡
Bob Adkins – in memory of Nancy 

Adkins
Glen Agar & Pam Reimer
Dawn Andersen
Jay & Judy Anderson
Dennis & Elaine Schultz
Peter Attwood
Brenna Bacchus‡
Peter Bagot
Zaz Bajon & Patricia Hunter
Olga & Ivan Banias
Earl & Cheryl Barish
Dr. Corinne Barrett DeWiele &  

V. Michael DeWiele
Dianne J. Beaven
Larry Beeston & Anna Sikora
Terri & Morley Bernstein
Bruce & Joyce Berry
Susan & Edwin Bethune
Helga & Gerhard Bock
Lilian Bonin & Daniel P Levin
John & Marilyn Bourbonnais
Dr. Elizabeth Boustcha
Sheldon & Penny Bowles
Ron & Joan Boyd‡
M. Braid
Kris & Ruth Breckman
Billy Brodovsky & Libby Yager‡
Sheila & David Brodovsky
Brian Brown
Ellen & George Bruce
Donna Byrne

Colleen Cariou & Ron Maier
A R Carr
Brenlee Carrington Trepel, KC & 

Brent Trepel
Leesa Carter & Colin Morrison
Cheryl Chaban
Rosemary Chapman
Gertie Chipka
Nancy Chuback
Ken Clark & Pamela Lockman
Jan & Kevin Coates‡
Agnes & John K. Collins
Robert Coutts‡
J. V. Dale
Verna Danylchuk
Doug De Graff
Rita Dornn
Sharron & Joel Dudeck
SJ Duncan Medical – in memory  

of Myrtle Bird
Craig & Claudette Dunn
Carol Dutton
H. Dyck
Roberta Dyck
Glen* & Joan Dyrda
Greg Edmond & Irene 

Groot-Koerkamp
Ruth & Ernest Epp
Fran Falzarano
Kate Hodgert-Fennell‡
Maureen Flaherty & Fred Beckwith
Andrea Forbes-Avila‡
Pamela & Kevin Friesen
Adrian Frost & Kerra Mruss
Colleen & Dan Furlan‡
Daniel Gagnon
Lynne & Lindsay Gauld‡
Denise & Ron George
Heather Gillander
Jan Gordon‡
L Graham
M. Gray
Noella & Patrick† Hanan‡
Doug & Sylvia Hannah
Brian & Dawn Hanson – in memory 

of our Daughter, Kristin Dawn 
Hanson

Linda Harlos & Adrian Wildsmith
Kathryn & Wayne Harrison
Valerie & Robert Hazelton
Frank & Sue Hechter‡
Marilyn Hendzel‡
Judith & Eric Hinton
Ted & Cathy Hlynsky
Lenore & John Hodge
Ken Houssin*
Dan & Karen Ilchyna
Crystal & Gunter Jochum
Marilyn & Sheldon Joyal
Joanne & Rod Kamins
Sheryl Kapitz & Aaron London‡
Sandy & Joan Kellett
Joan Kennedy
Robert Kennedy & Claudette 

Leclerc
Peter Kingsley, KC‡
Adam & Tara Klaponski
Betty Klassen
Vernon & Roselin Klassen
Julie Ann Kniskern
Donna Korban & Family
Carol Campbell & Andy Krentz
Howard & Jane Kroeger
Randie & Jan Kushnier
Laurie Lam & Larry Desrochers
Cheryl Langer
Barbara Latocki
Desiree Lavallee†‡
John & Heather Lea
Bob Leggett
Ian & Nicki LeGrand‡

Richard Leipsic & Kerrie Halprin
Sarah, Chris & Lori Luby
Brent Schacter & Sora Ludwig
Tom Lussier
Brian & Christie Lysack‡
Jim MacGregor & Christine Halma
Judith Manning
John & Helen Marakovits
Cheryl & Eric Matheson
Barbara McCandless
Jim & Lynne McClelland
Marlene & Ian McKay
Terri & Jim McKerchar‡
John & Carolynne McLure Fund – 

The Winnipeg Foundation
Donald G. McNabb
Melissa McRae
Barb Melnychuk
Albert & Judith Metcalfe‡
Susie Miclash
Catherine Lambeth & Grant Mitchell
Sharon & Michael Moffatt
Dr. Catherine Moltzan & Paul Brault
Tom & Susan Mooney
Sagan Morrow‡
Cindy Mostow
Brad Nance
Valerie Nielsen
D. & G. Nytepchuk
Joanne Olchowecki
Jean-Pierre Parenty & Michelle 

Smith
Judith Parker
Linda Pashniuk
Peter & Anita Pelech
Maryam & Izzy Peltz Fund – Jewish 

Foundation of Manitoba
Bonnie Penno‡
Rick Pinchin
Beth Pollard
Maureen Prendiville & Paul Jensen
Estate of Doris Quinn
Carole Rankin‡
Lucas Redekop
Nalini Reddy*
Fay Reich
Cheryl Reid
Lorraine & Ernest Reinfort
Mr. & Mrs. William Reynolds
Kevin Kuryk & Riva Richard
Joan Richardson
Jean Riggall‡
Andrea & Michael Robertson‡
Deborah & Neil Rostkowski
Paul & Cathy Samyn
Onnolee Scharf‡
Roland Schneider
Faye Scott
Sharon Shaydak
Blake Shiaro
Ms. Judy Nichol & Dr. Jim Skinner
Mark C. Smith & Sabrina & Siena 

Smith
Peter & Geri Spencer
Anthony Steffes & David Viggars
Lisa Stiver
Eleanor Suderman
Mary Ann Supleve
Shelley & Jeff Tallin
Ray & Fenella Temmerman
Malcolm & Shirley Tinsley
Jen & Kevin Tomanek
Gord & Lorena Trann
Brad Baydock & Wendy Tretiak
Dr. Stephen Tritt & Dr. Sharon 

Goszer Tritt
Cathy & Terry Tully
Grant Tweed
Dr. Kristel van Ineveld
Gwen & Helmut Waedt
Stirling Walkes
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Tamara & John Wells
Michael & Lydia West
Al & Pat Wherrett‡
Lionel & Lorraine Wiens
Kathleen Gough & Tim Wildman
Catherine Wilkie
Reed & Arla Winstone
Deborah A. Wolfe
Margaret & Paul Wright
Allana & Eden Wyness‡
A Young
Dr. Dorothy Y. Young
Olia & Roman Zubach
16 Anonymous

$150–249

Robert & Patricia Adamson
Lynne M Arnason
Margaret Askeland
Nadine Audet‡
Rose Aziman
Ian & Carolyn Backus
Richard & Nancy Ball
Richard & Josie Bartlinski
Karen & John Bate
Andrea Bellhouse
Susan & George Benias
Trish Bergal
Trust Beta
Don & Diane Bewell
Val & Blair Bingeman
Joan Blight
David & Pamela Bolton
Jenna C. Boucher-Cowie
Bruce & Karen Boyd
Patricia Bozyk
Janine Brémault Bamford
Jackie & Steve Broda-Milian
Gerald R. Brown
Carol Budnick
John Burrows
Cheryl Butler
L. K. Butler
Corinne Campbell
Laura Campbell
Jody Chalmers & Monique Perro‡
Doug & Monica Chapman
Duane Cheskey & Georgia Kerr
Dr. T. I. Choptiany
David & Kathy Connor
Sarah Corley
R. Lynn Craton
Drs. Kristen Creek & Josh Manusow
Margaret Cuddy
Bradley J. Curran
Tracy Dahl, CM
Georges Damphousse
Werner & Judy Danchura
Linda Daniels
Chris Darazsi‡
Bev & Allan Doern‡
Sheila Domke & Stephen Ross
Tom Dooley
Rob Dryden
John & Ada Ducas
John Edwards & Wendy Stelko
Ken & Lesley Enns
Anthony Esposito
Jemara Fay‡
Pablo & Carrie Felices-Costello
Marion Fellinger
The Ferriers
Gayle Fischer
Patricia Fitzpatrick
Nancy Flintoft & John McWilliams
Lawrence Foster‡
Donna Frame‡
Christine M Freeman
Paul Daeninck & Monica Furer
Gloria & Rick Gallant
Helen Garrod

Patti & Rick Gilhuly
John & Marcia Gordon
Jennifer Graham
Abigail Grieder
Dr. Darrell Grymonpre
Sandra Guadagni
Derryl & Linda Hall
Joanne Harris
Kyle Hendin & Breanne Korban
Karen Herd
Mary & David Hickling
Rob & Jen Hochkievich‡
Mary Hodge
Vicki Hooke
Keith & Karen Horn
Colleen Hrabi†‡
Jean Hyrich
G. C. Irwin-Kilfoyle
Mr. G. Ismond‡
Stu & Alice Iverson
Heather D. Janik
Dave & Lesia Johns
Robert & Karen Johnston
Michael Joyal, esq.‡
J.H. Kaminsky
Lydia Kandia
Sherry Kaniuga‡
Sue & Richard Kathler
Don & Sheila Katz
Gail Keeley
Penny & Brian Kelly
Howard Kideckel
Ms. Julie Koehn
Peter Kohut – in memory of my 

Spouse Valerie Kohut
Janice & Richard Kostelnyk
Lesley Koven & Eric Thomas
Lorraine Kraichy‡
Robert Lafond
Teena Laird
Doug Larcombe
Bryen Lebar & Patricia Sauder‡
Saul & Kathy Leibl
Tim & Kate Letkemann‡
Carol & Clifford Levi
John & Roberta Lewis
Stan & Susan Lipnowski
Judy & Eric Lister
John & Joy Loewen‡
Israel & Maylene Ludwig
Carole Lupkowski
Carol Ann Lussier – in memory of 

Joanne
Wally MacMartin
Ilse Marotta
Lynne Martin‡ – in memory of 

Omar Martin
Agatha Massey
Judy McCleary
Barry McNabb
Catarina Mello Schultz‡
Loretta Merriam
Constantina Metaxas
Jim & Karren Middagh
Gail Mildren – in memory of Walter 

A. Mildren
Celoris Miller
Cressida Mills
Dr. & Mrs. M. Mollot
Marc Monnin & Donna Miller
Marlene Mortimer
Susan Munroe
B. Nagamori
Rhea Nelken
Andrea Neufeld
Leslie Nichol
Tom Nowicki
R. Ooto
Rita & Mark O’Rourke
Doris Mae Oulton & Cam Mackie§

Theresa Oye

Paulette Pappel
Sandra Paterson-Greene & Russ 

Greene
Myron Pawlowsky & Susan Boulter
Jo-Anne & Harvey Peltz
Brian Perchaluk
Harold & Ingrid Peters Fransen
Donald & Elaine Peters
Linda & Rob Pettit
Denise Plett
Carolyn Porhownik
Nancy & Brett Porth
Arlene Prasek
Tammy Rabkin
Vivian E. Rachlis
Roberta & Rick Rackal
Dr. R. & Audrey Ramchandar
Jim & Kathy Ranick‡
Linda Ratynski
Ted & Marilyn Redekop
Dr. Martin Reed & Joy Cooper
Joy Reimer
Shelley Rennie
Marilyn Robbins
Nicole Robidoux
Cindy Rodych
Gail MacAulay & Kevin Rollason
Darlene Ronald
Pat & Michelle Rowan
Michael T. Ruta
Barbara A Ryan
David & Tammie Sainsbury
Edith & Emile Samuels
Rodrigo Sanches Cunha‡
Heather Sandilands‡
Terry Sargeant & Margaret Haney
Harald & Vicki Schulz
Greg Sexsmith & Joni Lavender 

Sexsmith‡
D. L. & C. Sexton
Kumar Sharma & Angelina DiSanto
Sydney Shore & Wayne Sharpe
Cheryl & Gordon Siemens
Margot Sim
Dr. Elinor Simons
Linda Simpson
Meera & Sach Sinha
Sandra & Cliff Skrabek
Lynne Skromeda
Lillian Smith
Muriel Smith
Jon Sorokowski
Jacqueline St. Hill
Maria Steeds
Darlene Stepanik
Heidi Struck‡
Shirley & Tom Strutt
Heather & Donald Talocka
Karen Tereck
Elaine Toms
Elaine Tresoor
Eric Turner‡
Chris Turyk & Bryce Weedmark‡
Robert Tyler & Laurel 

Hammond-Tyler
Jan Van Aertselaer
Brent & Jocelyn VanKoughnet
Nancy Vincent
Jerry & Karen Wake
Judy Wakefield
Jane & Don Walters‡
Paul & Laura Walton‡
Robert & Sherilyn Ward
John & Marjorie Warkentin
Peter & Joan Washchyshyn
Deanna Waters
Leslie† & Sean Watson‡
Mary Agnes Welch‡
Norma & Ron Westcott
Florence & Donald Whitmore
Theresa Wiktorski

Leslie Wilson
Gustine & Dennis Wilton
James Wood‡
19 Anonymous

$100–149

Reeva Abrams
Susan Algie & James Wagner
Iris Allen
Sharon Allentuck
In memory of Jack Armstrong & 

Doris Quinn
Brady Aubin
Gail Aubin
Brenda Batzel
Sandra Bazin
Allan Beach
Byrnes Benoit
Barbara Bielak
Kendall & Deborah Bingeman
Gillian Bird
Daryl Rosin & Judith Blair
Laurie Bleeks
Dick Bloemheuvel
Colleen & Stephen Bonner
Morva Bowman & Alan Pollard
Karin Boyd
Phyllis Briercliffe
Eldon Brown
Barbara Bryant-Anstie
Sean & Melanie Bueckert
Giles Bugailiskis & Margo Foxford
Linda & Ed Calnitsky
Diane & Gus* Campbell
Debbie Campbell
Rita & Don Campbell
Lorraine Carpenter
Mr. & Mrs. B. Carruthers
Susan Chadwick
Cassandra Chapman
Lawrie & Bea Cherniack
Hilda Cherry
Iris Chrol
Nancy Clendenan
Aynsley Cockshott
Shirley Cole
Heather Collingridge
Diane Connelly
Graham & Linda Connor
Carleen Cooke
Susan Copeland
Susan Cormack‡
Ray & Brenda Crabbe
Roy & Marie (Cosens) Craig
Karen Curtis
A. Worley & P. Czaykowski
Bob & Alison Darling
Ms. D. Davidson
Natalie De Silva
K Dermody & B Kallert
Lorraine & Alan Dewar
Patrick Dewarle
M. Jane Dick
Vance & Sallee Dick
Grant Doak
Thomas HJ Donnelly
Ann & Tom Downey
Nancy & Brian Drad
Jacqueline Drever
Karen Dunlop
Pamela Dykstra
Michael Easton
Joyce Edmonds
Euroway Industrial
Debra Evaniuk
Michael & Brenda Evans
Dr. & Mrs. D.D. & B.M. Fillis
Mr. & Mrs. Gary W. E. Firth
Denis & Barb Fletcher
Jack Fraser
Annika Friesen

Ron Gaffray
Leslie Galloway
Trish Gibson
Juanita Giesbrecht
Stephen & Denise Gillies
Benjamin Goldenberg
Jim & Beverly Gowler
John & Linda Graham
Sylvia Graham
Noreen Greenberg
Karen H. Guenther
Margaret Gwiazda‡
Sig & Leona Hackbart
Shellie & Grant Hatch‡
Kate Hennig
Judy Heppelle
Jason Herzog
Derick Hilliker
Frederick & Lynne Hilliker
Ann Hodges
Maureen Jack
Alan Janzen & Leona Sookram
Elizabeth Janzen
Koren Kaminski
Marilyn Kapitany
Judith Kaprowy
Dorothy Keizer‡
Mr. & Mrs. S. Kelemen
Peter Kirby
Richard & Karin Klassen
John & Kathryn Knowles
Donna & Jim Komishon
Margery Koop
Sheri Kovacs
Jacki & Sheldon Koven
Lenny Leblanc
Helen Leeds
Dr. Karen Lischka
Lori Anne Lobb
Dianne & Robert Logan
Audrey Low
Alex MacIsaac
Frederick Macs
Sylvia L. Main
Russ & Sherril Malkoske
Wendy Mandryk
Mrs. Vera Marchuk
Liz Martin‡
Linda Matheson
Shelley Matias
Bob & Betty McCamis
Marlene McCulloch
Joanne & Robert McDowall
Jim McLaren
Linda McMillan Foundation
Michael & Debra McMullen
Ramesh Mehta
Eleanor Cassels
Heather Mian
Janine Milani
Penny Miller
Louise Mitchell
Darwin Monita
Allison Moore‡
Rodney Moorhead
Shelley Muir
D. Munro
Sheryl Muzyk
Harold & Nancy Nagy
Alex Narvey
Lesley Newsham
Robert Nickel
Ms. Sheeba Ninan
Bryan & Sandra Norrie
Sheila Norrie
R. Frank Obrigewitsch
Patrick & Sherry O’Connor
Arun & Durga Ogale
Warren Oliver‡
Irene Onuch
Dana Orr

S U P P O RT E RS



Ari Cohen, Jordan Pettle (top) and Alex Poch Goldin in The Lehman Trilogy.  
PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

★★★★★ 
“Talented trio paints rich 

tapestry of capitalistic collapse” 
 – free press
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Cynthia Orris
Francie Palmer
Sonjia Pasiechnik
Rory Paul
Valerie Regehr
Chris Pearce & Ruth Magnuson
Selkirk Auto Body
Doris Penner
Bev Phillips
Edna Poulter
M. Lois Powne
Doug & Eunice Pratt
Donald & Connie Price
Manfred Poch
Sheila Rabb
Mike & Janet Racz
Trudy Racz
Pat & Bill Reid
Jake & Patricia Reimer
Gwen & Mark Relph
Dolores Rintoul‡
Daniel Robert & Chantale Gobeil
Linda Robinson
Deborah Rodewald
Linda Rodewald
Linda Romeo
V. Rosolowich
Jay Ross
Denyse & Ken Saloranta
Mr. & Mrs. P Samagalski
Edward Sanwell
Lenore Sapach
John & Jennifer Saunders
Marlis Schroeder
Margaret Schurek
Nienke Schutz-Kolster
Glenda Scurfield
Marilyn & Jon Seguire
Lynne Selbie
Irka Semaniuk
Jo-Anne & Ian Seymour
Dale Shantz
Jim & Susan Shaw
Lynn Shead
Marnie Sherritt
Ms. Pat Shklanka
Debra Shnider‡
Heida Sigfusson
Dr. Jim & Heather Simm
K. Sklepowich
Kyle Sobering
Brian W. Souter
Mrs. J. Sprange
Erwin Stach
E. Steeg
Marlene Stern
Murray Still
Jackie Stillwater
Cynthia Stutski
Anita Tait
Brett Taylor
Ross & Bette-Jayne Taylor
Robert & Catherine Thiessen
Lesley Thomson
Dwight Till
Mark & Barbara Torchia
Jody Tresoor
Mary Troszko
Mrs. Heather Tymoschuk
Kelly Udell
Aileen Urquhart
Troy Valgardson
Ira Van Den Berg
Leslie Veale
Dave & Jennifer Violago
Lois & Henry Wedel
Alys-Lynne & Steve West‡
Karin Whalen
Robert & Linda L. Wickstrom
Meagan Wiebe‡
Debbie Wilson

Dorcas & Kirk Windsor
Merilyn Kraut
Michael & Lorilee Woelcke
Grant & Sheila Woods
32 Anonymous

$20-99

Johanna Abbott
Ron Adamik
Pat & Nazir Ahmad
Miriam Amaladas
Jeffrey Anderson
Kim & Reid Anderson
Lisa Anderson
Susan Andrusco
Armand  & Judy Baccus
Eugene Bacon
Peggy Bainard Acheson – in 

memory of Judy Acheson
Irene Baird
Wilma Bamburak
April Barker
Mark Barker
Catherine Baxter
Holly Beirnes-Burt
Curtis & Lianne Belton
Monelle Benjamin
Norma Bercier
Ed Bergen
Valerie & Glen Bergeron
Terry & Penny-Ann Berntt
Karen Bieber
Susan Billinkoff
Jennifer Bird
Kelly Black & Sheila Curry
Helen Blackmore
Sonja Blank
Esther Blum
Marnie Bolland
Arthur Bonazzi
Rae Bone
Jo-Anne Borys
Jean-Guy Bourgeois
Terry Bowles
Ruth Boyes
Ms. Briar Boyko
Sherrie & Larry Bredesen
Nicolle Bristow
David Brock
C. Brownlee
Mr. Ross Brownlee
Lisa Bruce
Pat Burbank
Anne E. Burns
Roberta Burns
Vicki Burns
Barbara Burt
Janice Butcher
Brenda Cabral
Pauline Campbell
Aline Caron
Mike Carvell
Sylvia Cassie
Rosemary Chambers
Patricia Charad
Lauralou Cicierski
Stewart Clark
Mark Clarke
David Clement
Jennifer Cobb
Hy & Pat Cohen Fund
Dawn Colby
Donna Collins
Colquhoun Family
Candace Conci
Barbara Connell
Edward & Brenda Cotton
Anna & Bob Coulter
Dr Nigel Cummerbund
Holly Cumming
Hyacinth DaCosta

S U P P O RT E RS

The cast of Clue. 
PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

Davis Okey-Azunnah, Andre Anthony,  
Dakota Jamal Wellman and Jeremy Carver-James  

in Beautiful: The Carole King Musical.  
PHOTO BY EMELIA HELLMAN

Josh Bellan, Cory Wojcik and Christy Taronno in Mix Tapes From My Mom. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT
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Andy Damm
Georgette Dangerfield
Lorraine Daniel
Gayle Darroch
Lynn Davidson-Young
Ms. Cathy Deacon
Bonnie Dee
Serene Desmond
Wenda Dickens
Diana Dinon‡
Katherine Dobriansky
Patricia Dorval
Peter & Elsie Douglas
Wes & Norinne Dueck
Jennifer Dumore
Michael Duncan & Audrey 

Armstrong
Anne Durcan
Diane Dwarka
Karen Dyck
Sharon Eadie
Lois Edwards
Elisia Ellie
Jennifer Elliott
Carol Ellis
Margaret E. Ellis
Nathalie Emond
Don Engel
Colleen Enns
Ms. Gale Enns
Shireen Enns
Connie Epp
Gregg Eschun
Alessandra Esposito
Eileen Ewanchuk
Joan Farnfield
Reynold & Anne Fast
Nancy & Ken Faulder
Gloria Fenny
Nelma Fetterman
Carol Finlay
Lenore & Dean Finlay
Janet & Brian Fleishman
Ian Forrester
Laura Forsythe
Jill Fox
Martha Franco-Chaidez
Julie Friesen
Shirley Fromson
Guy & Melanie Gaudreau
Zohreh Gervais‡
Linda Giesbrecht
Stephen Gillies
Heather Gillman
Donna Gillmor
Helen Gilmour
Carol Girling
Jacqueline & Denis Godard
Jocelyne Godin
Bill Goedegebuure
Grand Goldberg
Karen Goodridge
Karin Gordon
Valerie Grantham
Teri Greenwood
Robert Gregoire
Katerine Grenkow
Jim Griffiths
Ross Groll
Jonathan Gunn
Janet Hall
Kathy Hallick
Annie Hallson
Janice Hamilton
Ardith & Roland Hamilton
F. Hanlon
Joan Hanton‡
Kerry Harris
Glenn Harrison
Reid Harrison
Susan Harrison

Heather A. Hartry
Elizabeth Hatherell
Margaret Haugen
Ingrid Hayes
Isabel Hayes
Joe Healey
Wolfgang Heidenreich
Coral Hetherington
Marge & Art Hildebrand
Nelson & Gina Hoe
Diane Holding
Michael & Crystal Hollas‡
Barbara Holliday
Richard & Karen Howell
Donece Hughes
Carol & Ian Hughes
Aileen Hunt & George Lamont
Lisa Hunt & Hugh Wichenko‡
Debbora Hurrell
Jeff & Terry Hurtig
Roberta Hurtig
Harry Ingleby
Alice Inniss
Ivana Islic
Bob & Vi Jacob
Virginia Jamieson
Donna Johnson-Russell
Carman Johnston
Kelly Johnston
Laureen Johnstone
Bev Jones
Kat & Nat Rother
Jeanne Kaye‡
Fern & Bruce Kettner
Valerie Key
Brenda Kinley
Jennifer Kjartanson
Ruth Klippenstein
Samuel Klippenstein
Primose Madayag & Josh Knazan
Robin Kogan
Alfonz & Susan Koncan
Ken Koots
Darcie Koshelanyk
Heather & Andy Kotowich
Teresa Krasnowski‡
Nancy Krueger
Karen Kumka & Irwin Kumka
Margaret Kustra
Ron & Dodie Labbe
Paul Langel
Gail Langendorfer
Tim Langrell
David Lavender
Mrs. I. Lee
Stephanie Levene
Barbara Lillie
Christeen Lipps
Cathy Litchfield
Kelly Livesley
Elaine Lochhead
Kevin Longfield
Zoya Lopuck
Lorette Electric (2008) Ltd.
Val Lovatt
Ms. Tracy E. Love
Denise Lubiansky
Tom & Janis Lumsden
Joan Macdonald
Brian & Pat MacDonald
Allison MacHutchon
Margot MacInnes‡
Arlene MacLeod
Pat MacRae
Donald MacTavish
Dean Magnus
Michael Mainman
B. Makodanski
Lori-Jean Manness
Dale & Gina Marciski
Carol Markiewich

Florida Martel
John & Kay Maslechko
Nicole Matiation
C Matthes
Michelle McConomy
Judith McDonald
Ross McGowan
Ms. Pamela McKechnie
Ms. Laura McKenzie
Linda McNaughton
Mrs. Laurie McPherson
Lesley McTavish
Linda Meckling
Charlotte Meek
Janet Miller
Judy Mills-Jesson
Lin Milne
Ross Mollberg
Gerard & Denise Moore
Jonas & Carol Ann Morris
Carla Mortensen
Steven Morton
Kenneth Mount
Ron Mruss
Susan Mukosayi
Gordon & Marilyn Mutter
Aileen Naismith
Cristabel Nett
Joann Newton
Susan Nicholson
April Nicklen
Ruth Norman
Helen Norrie
Ms. Wendy Northwood
Nancy Nowosad
Yvonne O’Connor†‡
Jack & Laurie Olinkin
Jackie Olson
Andy & Linda
Valerie Ominski
Marilyn Onisko
S. Joy Ooto
Brian Ormonde
Bettyann Orr
Alan & Norma Owens
Gloria Pachet
Kristen H. Pachet
Paul Paquin
Edith Parisian
Tim Parker‡
Marlene Parnell‡
Marlene & Richard Paterson
Lenora Rose Patrick
Craig Patterson
Liz Patzer
Tessa Pearen
Bonnie Pelczar
Leanne Peleck
Claire Peltz & Terry Miller
Ms. Jo-Anne Pelzer
Anissa Penner
Jeremy Peters-Fransen‡
Lorine Petkau

Sasha Petrie
Evelyn Pitura
Katherine Pokrant
George & Ursula Popow
Mary Ann Porter
Ms. Michelle Powder
Peggy Prendergast
Lorraine Prokopchuk
Beth Proven
Steffie Prydun
Karen Psooy-Morcilla
Joan Pullen
Gail L. Purcell
Lori Ranta-Rodrigues
J. Rapai
Margaret Redekop
Fiona Reid
J. A. Riddell
Brian Ridler
Dr. Leonard Rivard
Gail Rogers & Oulton Rogers
Dora Rosenbaum
Harry & Bernice Rosenbaum
E. Christine & Donald Ross
Iris Rountree
Gary Roxburgh
Kim Sadler Davis
Rochelle Saidman
Shaylene Salazar
Elspeth Sangster
Lisa Sansregret
Cheryl Lynn Saramaga-Martai
Dan & Sandra Sawatzky
Diana Sawchuk
Jessie Sawicz
Alan & Rebecca Schacter
Heather-Lynn Schaub
Carolyn Schellenberg
Werner & Mary Schulz
M. & S. Schumann
Bonnie Scott
Mrs. Jill Scott
Janet Sealey
Laura Shabaga
Ms. Alana Shewchuk
Maureen Shibley
Pietra Shirley
Vickie Short
Debbie Shymko
Mr. Grant Sidwall
David P. Silcox & Linda Intaschi
Joyce Sims
Paula Sitarik
H A Skene
Helen Slotnikov
Don Smith
David Stacey
Louis St-Cyr
Reyna Stefanson
Mary F. Steinhoff
Barb & Ken Stevens
Yvonne Stier
Lea Stirling

Leisha Strachan
Shelley Stupnisky
Chris Sunde
Alec Surasky
Dr. Donna Sutherland
Ruth Swan
Mrs. Lilian Tankard
Sandra Tankard‡
Colleen & Gord Taylor
Peter & Sharon Taylor
Jill Taylor-Brown
Mala Teeluck‡
Dennis Teetaert
Rosalie Tennison
Shirley Teranishi
Bonnie Thiessen
Linda Thomas
Myrna Tiede
Alex Todd
Kerri Tomy
Edith Treller
Lina Trudeau
David Vamos
Georgine Van de Mosselaer
Ben Van Den Bosch
Jackie Van Winkle†‡
Donalda & Tim Vandenberghe
Louise Vandernagel
Mrs. Allyson Vermeulen
L. Joy Viberg
M. W. Vint
Gloria & Doug Waldron
Veralyn Warkentin
Audrey Wasnie
Beth Watters
Mary Anne Welham
Katie Welham
Mikayla West
Katherine Wickens-Ziehlke
Denise Widmeyer
Helen Wieler
Connor Wielgosz
Antoinette Wildman‡
Deanna Wilks
Sylvia Wilson
Anita Wolfe
Debbie & Rick Wolfson
Alison Wood-Gittoes
Al Shpeller & Karen 

Yamron-Shpeller
Rhonda & Harry Youell
Debra Young
Margaret Young
Catherine Zahradka
Gary Zimak
Edith Zipursky
Nikki Zloty
Debra Zoerb
Cheryl Zubrack
W. Zuk
50 Anonymous

S U P P O RT E RS

The cast of The Sound of Music. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT
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sponsors

300 Main
Air Canada
The Asper Family Foundation
The Gail Asper Family Foundation
The Asper Foundation
Bell MTS
Birchwood Lexusr
BMO Financial Group
Bonaventure Travel Inc.
Canada Life
CPA Manitoba
Culligan Water
Dycom Direct Mail Services
East India Company
Esdale Printing Co. Ltd.
Fairmont Winnipeg
Fillmore Riley LLP
Friesens Corporation
GFL Environmental
HUB International
IG Wealth Management
Jones & Co Wine Merchants
Lawton Partners
Lawyers Financial
Manitoba Bar Association
Liquor Mart
Manitoba Public Insurance
McDiarmid Flowers
McNally Robinson Booksellers
PCL Construction
POS Systems
RBC Foundation
RE/MAX
Red River Co-operative Ltd.
Relish Branding
Richardson Foundation
Sleeman Breweries Ltd.
Soirée Event Planning
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
Tanchak Wealth Management 

Group
Taylor McCaffrey LLP
TD Bank Group
The Thomas Sill Foundation
Torque Brewing
University of Manitoba
Free Press
WOW! Catering

corporate 
Director’s Circle

$25,000+

Johnston Group Inc.
Richardson Foundation

$5,000–9,999

Cambrian Credit Union
Maxim Truck & Trailer – Doug 

Harvey & Jan Shute

$1,200–2,999

Arthur J. Gallagher Insurance and 
Risk Management

B.A. Robinson Co Ltd.
Credit Union Central Manitoba
Domo Gasoline Corporation Ltd., 

Kate M. Everett, President
MMP Architects
Pollard Banknote Limited
PRA Inc.
Qualico
Terracon Development Ltd.

corporate  
company circle

$600–1,199

Mid West Packaging Limited
Premier Printing Ltd.

$300–599

MCW/AGE Consulting 
Professional Engineers

Winnipeg Building & Decorating Ltd.

$150–299

Patill/St. James Insurance

founders’ Circle

John Hirsch and Tom Hendry 
shared a dream of creating 
great professional theatre 
with mass appeal. With the  
visionary support of Founders’  
Circle members – those who 
have made a planned gift 
to Royal MTC – their dream 
will live on for generations 
to come. Thank you to our 
Founders’ Circle members.

Wayne & Lee Anderson
Gail Asper, OC, OM, LLD*
Zdzislaw (Zaz) Bajon & Patricia 

Hunter
Mariam Bernstein
Marjorie & Morley§ Blankstein
Duane§ & Pauline Braun
Doneta Brotchie, CM* & 

Harry Brotchie
Ken§ & Denise Brown
David & Lianne Carefoot
Len & Heather Cariou
Terri Cherniack & Steven Schipper, 

CM, OM
Jennifer Cheslock & George Buri
David Christianson & Vera 

Steinberger
David* & Barb Christie
Gerry* & Chris Couture
D. J. Cowan
Hugh B. Cowan
Kerry Dangerfield*
Laurie Lam & Larry Desrochers
Glen* & Joan Dyrda
Robert & Florence Eastwood
Don & Elfie Elias
Bill§ & Gayle Fischer
Anthony* & Jennifer Fletcher
Jack Fraser
James Gibbs§

Sandy & Rheal Gousseau
Rita Gunn§ & Gregory Mason
John* & Nicola Guttormson
Ahava Halpern & Frank Lavitt
Linda Hamilton & Grange Morrow
Gary Hannaford* & Cathy Rushton
Ted§ & Gail Hechter
Elaine Heinicke§

Camilla Holland†
Shawn Hughes & Bruno Koehn
June§ & Bob Jackson Fund for the 

Performing Arts
Maureen E. Jay
Andrew & Wendy Jensen
David & Diane Johnston
Dr. Leonard & Hope§ Kahane
Janis Kaminsky
Jason Kasper
John Kearsey

Gordon & Anne Keatch§

Rob Kennedy & Claudette Leclerc
Serena Helen Kraayeveld
Leona J. MacDonald
Cheryl Johannson§ & Michael 

Mainman
Mark & Gloria Mancini
Virginia Martin§

Peggy Barker & Ron McKinnon
Jim* & Penny McLandress
Barb Melnychuk
Bob & Pat Migliore
Jeffrey Morton*
Ken & Sharon Mould
Robb & Heather Paterson
Chris Pearce
Scott Penner
Gina & John* C. Petersmeyer
Drs. Bill Pope & Elizabeth 

Tippett-Pope
K. Heather Power & Harold Klause
Margaret Redmond* & Greg Gillis
Edward Fisher & Lyse Rémillard
Joan D. Richardson
Jean Riggall
Michelle Rowan
Michael T. Ruta
Sharon Ryman
Susan Skinner*
Kevin Hines & Shelly Smith-Hines
Bill & Laurie* Speers
Deborah Spracklin
Joan Stephens
Joanne Tait
Suzanne Ullyot
Lionel & Lorraine Wiens
Margaret§ & Alfred Wikjord
Richard L. Yaffe & John A. Statham§

Brenda Zaporzan§

2 Anonymous

tribute gifts

In memory of Judy Acheson
Peggy Bainard Acheson
In memory of Jack Armstrong & 

Doris Quinn
Craig MacKenzie
In memory of Jean Bedford
In memory of Myrtle Bird
SJ Duncan Medical
In honor of Doneta Brotchie’s 

retirement from the Winnipeg 
Foundations’ Grants Fund Board

In memory of Ken Brown
Denise Brown
In memory of Jan Burdon
Veralyn Warkentin
In memory of my parents
Mark Clarke
A Son’s Tribute to Berdie & Irvin 

Cohen
In memory of Patrick Cooney
Gail Asper, OC, OM, LLD & 

Michael Paterson
In memory of Dimitra & Nick 

Diamantakos
Friends
In memory of Erik de Waal
In memory of Rita Gunn
Kerry Dangerfield
In honour of Camilla Holland
Pablo Felices-Luna
Robert Kennedy & Claudette 

Leclerc
John & Joy Loewen
Suzie Martin
Nicole Matiation

Trudy Schroeder
Debra Zoerb
In memory of Lynne Keeley
Gail Keeley
In memory of Judith Kendle
Elsie C. Douglas
In memory of my sister Kathleen 

Moore
Laura Campbell
In memory of Doreen Reimer
Joy Reimer
In memory of Barb Sigurdson
Ann & Tom Downey
Pat & Murray MacRae
In memory of Janet Taylor
Jill Taylor-Brown
In memory of my treasured 

brother, John
Alex Todd

endowment fund

Many thanks to the gener-
osity of our supporters who 
gave to the Royal Manitoba 
Theatre Centre Endowment 
– Steven Schipper Fund 
through a gift or pledge pay-
ment between June 1, 2023 
and May 31, 2024. Amounts 
are cumulative.

$5,000,000+

Government of Canada/ 
Gouvernement du Canada

Canadian Heritage/ 
Patrimoine canadien

$250,000–499,999

Gail Asper, OC, OM, LLD* & 
Michael Paterson

$100,000–249,999

Henriette Ricou & Jure Manfreda

$25,000–49,999

Susan Glass & Arni Thorsteinson
J.K. May Investments Ltd.
Cameron & Carole Osler
Terracon Development Ltd

$10,000–24,999

Garry Markham
Norma Anne Padilla
L. Blair Philpott & Tom Kynman
George Sigurdson

$5,000–9,999

Margaret Caie
Ron & Carol Chapman
Pam & Andrew Cooke
Gordon & Sherratt Moffatt
Gina O’Connor & John C. 

Petersmeyer*
Barbara Scheuneman
Dr. Dorothy Y. Young
2 Anonymous

$2,500–4,999

Don & Cheryl Breakey
Sheila & David Brodovsky
Roberta Dyck
Michael & Lynn Evans
David & Ewhenia Gnutel
John & Margaret Graham
Carol Campbell & Andy Krentz
Barbara Main
Elaine Toms

$1,000–2,499

Joan & Edward Alexander
Ron & Joan Boyd
Emily Burt
Art & Donna Chow
Agnes & John K. Collins
Dorothy Davidson
Jeremy & Maureen Gordon
Teresa A. Hay
Jordan Janisse & Teresa Cooper
Lynne Jentsch
Barbara Latocki
Gerry Matte & Lydia Surasky-Matte
Peggy Barker & Ron McKinnon
Anthony & Joyce McWha
Paul & Elaine Neelon
Myron Pawlowsky & Susan Boulter
Edna Poulter
W. & N. Rennie
Jim & Susan Shaw
Howie & Sue Simpson
Deborah Spracklin
Anonymous

$500–999

Marge & Ted Avent
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Kisil
Dr. Shelley Mahoney
Bob & Pat Migliore
Ivor & Lorna Schledewitz
Gabor Vamos & Brenda Silver

UP TO $499

Ingrid Bolbecher
Nancy Latocki
F. Lemieux
Jacqueline L. Melnyk
Edward Fisher & Lyse Rémillard
Anonymous

S U P P O RT E RS

Final Bow
The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre honours the passing 
of those dear to our theatre — people who’ve made a 
lasting commitment to this ephemeral art form.

Coney Cunningham, MTC volunteer usher 
Carole Kurdydyk, Fringe volunteer team leader
Dr. Douglas MacEwan, long-time supporter
Stephen Eric McIntyre, actor
Cam Mackie, long-time supporter
Virginia Martin, long-time supporter
Gary Plouffe, MTC House Stage Hand
Alan Small, long-time supporter



★★★★ 
“Strachan and Richards… 

are terrific alone, but 
wonderful together” 

 – free press

Cherissa Richards and Ray Strachan in The Mountaintop.  
PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Honorary Members
Her Honour, Lt. Governor Anita R. Neville
The Honourable Wab Kinew, Premier of Manitoba
His Worship, Mayor Scott Gillingham

Executive Officers
Laurie Speers, Chair
Edward Acuna, Chair-Elect & Nominating Committee Chair
Susan Freig, Secretary
David Kroft, Governance & Strategic Planning Committee 

Chair
Nalini Reddy, Inclusion, Diversity, Equity & Accessibility 

Committee Chair
Geeta Tucker, Treasurer & Organizational Performance 

Committee Chair
Claire Workman, Resource Development Committee Chair

Trustees
Emily Burt
Brad Favel
Katherine Fox
David Lalama
Andrea Lochhead

Linda McGarva-Cohen
Jocelyne Prefontaine
Loren Remillard
Sudhir Sandhu
Jennifer Tesoro

Advisory Council
John Guttormson, Chair
Gail Asper
Doneta Brotchie, CM
Angus Campbell
David Christie 
Gerry Couture
Kerry Dangerfield
Hy Dashevsky
Glen Dyrda, FCA
Anthony C. Fletcher
Jean Giguere
Charron Hamilton
Gary Hannaford, FCA
Yude Henteleff
Ken Houssin

Colin R. MacArthur, KC
Patrick J. Matthews
Jim McLandress
Jeffrey Morton, FCA
Hon. Jack Murta
Lillian Neaman
John Petersmeyer
Lawrence Prout
Jeff Quinton
Patricia Rabson
Margaret Redmond
Susan Skinner
Al Snyder
Maureen Watchorn

Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival Advisory 
Council
Katherine Fox, Chair
Kerry Dangerfield
Dr. Linda Hamilton
Hope McIntyre
Brad Regehr

STA F F

STAFF
Accounting/Finance
Carol Ellis, Director of Finance, CPA, CMA
Kim Friesen, Payroll Administrator 
Yvonne O’Connor, Accounts Payable Administrator*

Administration
Kurt Brown, HR Generalist
Camilla Holland, Executive Director
Kathrin Moncaster, IT Manager

Artistic
Katie German, Assistant Program Director, Pimootayowin 

Creators Circle
Melissa Langdon, Artistic Associate
Isabelle Ly, Producer
Ian Ross, Program Director, Pimootayowin Creators Circle
Kelly Thornton, Artistic Director
Leslie Watson, Company Manager

Box Office
Colleen Hrabi, Director of Patron Services
Meaghan Fletcher, Box Office Manager 
Box Office Reps: Sharon Bunn, Jane Hunter, Alora 
Kempthorne, Shayla Meeroff, Daniel Mitchell, Carolin 
Schroeder, Tatiana Tuazon

Carpentry (John Hirsch Mainstage)
Louis Gagné, Layout Carpenter
Brent Letain, Master Carpenter
Chris Seida, Scenic Carpenter

Development
Patrick Hanan, Development Database Specialist
Brendan McKeen, Individual Giving Manager
Melissa Novecosky, Director of Development
Stephanie Porrior, Event Coordinator

Front of House
Janice Marple, Volunteer Manager
Betsy Ruck, Front of House Manager
Trish Cooper, Assistant Front of House Manager
Alanna McPherson, Assistant Front of House Manager
Cole Reuther, Assistant Front of House Manager
Front of House Staff: Renelle Chartier, Rylen de Vries, Chael 

Donald, Haeln Gebre, John George, Besso Ghassan, 
Cassidy Groening, Joanna Houston,  Christine Leslie, Kyra 
Lyle, Kimmy Martin, Ross McMillan, Christina Reid, Coral 
Ross, Odéah Roy, Cobi Winston

Maintenance
Chris Fletcher, Building Manager
Wesley Leask, Assistant Building Manager*
Wayne Santos, Assistant Building Manager

Marketing & Communications
Ksenia Broda-Milian, Education and Enrichment Manager
Sue Caughlin, Marketing & Communications Manager
Katie Inverarity, Director of Marketing & Communications
Desiree La Vallee, Ticketing Application Specialist
Savannah Lillies, Marketing & Communications Coordinator
Micah Parkinson, Communications & Social Media Manager
Lauren Wagn, Communications & Social Media Manager*

Paint
Shauna Jones, Assistant Head Scenic Artist
Carla Schroeder, Head Scenic Artist

Production
Christine Corthey, Production Associate
Ian Kirk, Production Driver
Jaxun Maron, Assistant Technical Director*
Russell Martin, Director of Production
Donnie Osler, Technical Director

Properties
Khaeler Bautista, Props Builder
Rachel Baziuk, Props Builder/Buyer
Linda Beech, Props Builder
Zoë Leclerc-Kennedy, Acting Head of Props
Jamie Plummer, Head of Props (on leave)

Stage Crew
Chris Coyne, Head of Sound
Kayla McSwain, Head of Wardrobe
Gary Plouffe, House Stage Manager§

Claude Robert, Head Electrician
Chris Thomson, Head Carpenter

Tom Hendry Warehouse
Tim Clark, Head of Sound
Ryan Spracklin, Master Carpenter
Fisher Wohlgemut, Head Electrician

Wardrobe
Thora Lamont, Head of Wardrobe, Cutter
Heather Thorleifson, Associate Head of Wardrobe
Jackie Van Winkle, Head Buyer & Accessories Coordinator

Wigs
Beverley Covert, Head of Wigs/Make-Up

Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival
Denise Piche, Assistant Festival Manager
Chuck McEwen, Executive Producer
Tori Popp, Festival Manager
Charlene Van Buekenhout, Festival Supervisor

Honorary Staff
Zaz Bajon, General Manager Emeritus
Steven Schipper, CM, OM, Artistic Director Emeritus

PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

*Denotes past employee      §Fondly Remembered



F I N A N C I A L S

Statement of Financial Position AS AT MAY 31, 2024

OPERATING 
FUND

CAPITAL 
REPLACEMENT 

FUND

THEATRE 
DEVELOPMENT 

FUND

STABILIZATION 
FUND

SCHOLARSHIP 
TRUST FUNDS

2024 
TOTAL

2023 
TOTAL

ASSETS
CURRENT

Cash and cash equivalents  3,541,281 — — —  81,599  3,622,881 4,114,141
Accounts and grants receivable  1,398,842 — — — —  1,398,842 1,124,882
Prepaid expenses  563,364 — — — —  563,364 440,414
Due to/(from) funds  (1,913,399)  344,838  131,939  1,436,621 — — —

 3,590,088  344,838  131,939  1,436,621  81,599  5,585,086 5,679,437

CAPITAL ASSETS —  1,752,530 — — —  1,752,530 1,289,582

 3,590,088  2,097,369  131,939  1,436,621  81,599  7,337,616 6,969,019

LIABILITIES
CURRENT

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  516,628 — — — —  516,628 443,230
Deferred revenue  3,073,460 — — — —  3,073,460 3,105,704

 3,590,088 — — — —  3,590,088 3,548,934

DEFERRED CONTRIBUTIONS 
RELATED TO CAPITAL ASSETS —  1,923,969 — — —  1,923,969 1,592,391

DEFERRED CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR SCHOLARSHIPS — — — —  81,599  81,599 57,557

 3,590,088  1,923,969 — —  81,599  5,595,656 5,198,882

NET ASSETS

Internally restricted —  131,939 — —  131,939 124,481
Invested in capital assets —  173,400 — — —  173,400 198,839
Unrestricted — — —  1,436,621 —  1,436,621 1,446,817

—  173,400  131,939  1,436,621 —  1,741,960 1,770,137

 3,590,088  2,097,369  131,939  1,436,621  81,599  7,337,616 6,969,019

Statement of Operations & Changes in Net Assets AS AT MAY 31, 2024

OPERATING 
FUND

CAPITAL 
REPLACEMENT 

FUND

THEATRE 
DEVELOPMENT 

FUND

STABILIZATION 
FUND

SCHOLARSHIP 
TRUST FUNDS

2024 
TOTAL

2023  
TOTAL

Revenue  12,049,677  183,141 — —  23,875  12,256,693 10,491,815
Expenses  11,989,873  208,582  62,542 —  23,875  12,284,872 11,357,477
EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF 

REVENUE OVER EXPENSES  59,804  (25,441)  (62,542) — —  (28,179)  (865,662)

Net assets, beginning of year —  198,839  124,481  1,446,817 —  1,770,137 2,635,799
Interfund transfers  (59,804) —   70,000  (10,196) —  —    — 
Net assets, end of year —   173,398  131,939  1,436,621 —  1,741,958 1,770,137

annual report 2023/24 Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre 29
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S U P P O RT I N G  PA RT N E RS

CORE FUNDERS

SEASON MEDIA SPONSOR

2023 WINNIPEG FRINGE THEATRE FESTIVAL

REGIONAL TOUR

LAWYERS PLAY

CAPITAL ASSISTANCE

DESIGN SPONSOR SUPPORTING SPONSORS

BLACK & WHITE BALL

JOHN HIRSCH MAINSTAGE PRODUCTION SPONSORSTOM HENDRY WAREHOUSE SEASON SPONSOR EXCLUSIVE PRODUCTION SUPPORTER

PIMOOTAYOWIN CREATORS CIRCLETHEATRE FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES NATIONAL MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

JOHN HIRSCH MAINSTAGE PERFORMANCE SPONSORS

ARTS, CULTURE AND SPORT 
IN COMMUNITY FUND

COMMUNITY SERVICES 
RECOVERY FUND

UNDERSTUDIES

TOM HENDRY WAREHOUSE 
 PRODUCTION SPONSOR

OPENING NIGHT SPONSOR

WINNIPEG 150 CELEBRATION PARTNER

STRATEGIC SUPPORT

SILVER SPONSOR

COCKTAIL 
 SPONSOR

AUCTION SPONSOR

THE TANCHAK  
WEALTH MANAGEMENT GROUP 

FILLMORE RILEY VACATION RAFFLE SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSOR

VENUE SPONSOR WINE SPONSOR



★★★★★ 
“MacKenzie and Khomutova are 

irresistibly charming... triumphant, 
hilarious and moving” 

 – free press

Matthew MacKenzie and Mariya Khomutova in First Métis Man of Odesa.  
 PHOTO BY ALEXIS MCKEOWN



174 Market Avenue • Winnipeg, Manitoba • Canada • r3b 0p8
p 204 956 1340      f 204 947 3741      e info@royalmtc.ca

Box office
p 204 942 6537      toll-free 1 877 446 4500

Cory Wojcik and the cast of The Comeback. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT


