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Land Acknowledgement
Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre is proud to call Manitoba home. 

Royal MTC is located in Winnipeg on Treaty 1, the traditional 
territory of the Anishinaabeg, Inninewak, Anishinewak, Dakota 
Oyate and Denesuline, and the National Homeland of the Red 

River Métis. We are thankful for the benefits sharing this land has 
afforded us, acknowledge the responsibilities of the Treaties, and 
embrace the opportunity to partner with Indigenous communities 

in spirit of reconciliation and collaboration.
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This mural was created for ELEVATE: Mannaji’idiwin. “7 beings or ‘animals’ of our Sacred 
Ancestor teachings are here in spirit at sunrise for the beginning of a new day and 
time. The eagle is the most prominent and reaches the entirety of the view because in 
the teachings they represent Love. Love is very important for all life to sustain itself/ 
ourselves/each other.”   – mural artist, peatre thomas
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Nolan Moberly in  
ELEVATE: Manaaji’idiwin.  
PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT
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About Royal MTC
When the Winnipeg Little Theatre and Theatre 77 merged to form 

the Manitoba Theatre Centre in 1958, the goal was to produce great 

theatre with mass appeal. Artistic Director John Hirsch and General 

Manager Tom Hendry staged professional productions of an eclectic 

array of plays – classics, Broadway hits and new Canadian work. With 

the establishment of a second stage for experimental work in 1960, 

and an annual provincial tour that began in 1961, MTC fully realized 

the original vision of a centre for theatre in Manitoba. Inspired by the 

breadth and quality of MTC’s programming, a whole network of what 

became known as “regional theatres” emerged across North America.

The company produces in two venues: the Warehouse, which opened in  

1969, and the Mainstage, completed in 1970. The theatres were renamed  

after the company’s founders in 2008. In 2009, the Government of  

Canada designated the Mainstage a National Historic Site and, in 2010,  

Queen Elizabeth II granted the company a royal designation.

Today, the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre produces 10 plays on two 

stages, a regional tour, a wide range of youth programming and two 

annual festivals: Pimootayowin: A Festival of New Work (founded in 

2021) and North America’s second-largest Fringe Festival (founded in 

1988). Attendance for Royal MTC programming averages 300,000 each 

year, and many Manitobans also support Royal MTC with donations and 

volunteer time. Under the leadership of Artistic Director Kelly Thornton 

and Executive Director Evan Klassen, Royal MTC remains Manitoba’s 

flagship theatre.

Mandate
It is the aim of the Royal Manitoba Theatre 
Centre to study, practice and promote all 
aspects of the dramatic art, with particular 
emphasis on professional production.

Vision
Royal MTC’s theatres and our province will teem 
with artists and audiences sharing in the act of 
imagining, enriching lives and communities.

Mission
Royal MTC exists to celebrate the widest spec-
trum of theatre art. Deeply rooted in the prov-
ince of Manitoba, which gave it life and provides 
for its growth, Royal MTC aspires to both  
reflect and engage the community it serves.

Values
EXCELLENCE
Our commitment to excellence is reflected in 
the writing of each play and the artists who 
create each production, and is a promise to 
the volunteers, staff, funders and audiences 
who support it.

Balance
A commitment to balance is evident in the 
variety of our playbill and in the wide range of 
programs Royal MTC offers.

Inclusion
Our commitment to inclusion ensures that as we 
share theatre throughout our city and province, 
we create a welcoming space for everyone.

Accessibility
Our commitment to accessibility requires that 
we broaden our understanding of barriers to 
engagement, and work to eliminate them.

Affordability
Our commitment to affordability is reflected in 
marshalling public and private sector support 
to keep ticket prices as low as possible for all 
Manitobans.

Sustainability
Our commitment to sustainability begins with 
understanding our environmental impact, and 
implementing best practices in environmental 
sustainability in theatre.

Longevity
Our commitment to longevity is evident in our 
governance structure, business practices and 
financial management.

The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre’s  
John Hirsch Mainstage. PHOTO BY JERRY GRAJEWSKI

Inset: John Hirsch and Tom Hendry.

Cover: Laura Olafson, Stephanie Sy and Rhea Rodych-Rasidescu in Waitress.  
PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

4	 Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre	 annual report 2024/25



The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre operates as a non-profit charitable 
organization, led by the Artistic Director, Executive Director, and a 
volunteer Board of Trustees from the community. The management practices 
of Royal MTC are based on five best practice principles: forward planning, 
accountability, monitoring, a sound control environment and ongoing liaison 
with the Board of Trustees. The Board’s input and agreement is sought 
regularly on the action plans developed by management. Royal MTC 
owes its success this season to the dedicated, enthusiastic, accountable 
and responsible governance by Board and staff. An open annual general 
meeting was held September 15, 2025 to report artistic and financial results 
to interested subscribers, patrons and community members.

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS
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The cast of Indecent. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

“With stellar performances and music, Indecent weaves human rights themes like 
antisemitism and homophobia into a heartening and heartbreaking reflection on the 
power of theatre and love, and on art’s ability to let people retain and enact their 
dignity, even in terrible times.”
	  – jeremy maron, cmhr curator of holocaust and genocide content

86,283
john hirsch 

mainstage
9,205 subscribers attended 6x

31,053 single tickets

14,995
tom hendry 
warehouse

1,962 subscribers attended 4x
7,147 single tickets

81,224
winnipeg fringe 
theatre festival

3,228
regional 

tour

3,805
theatre for 

young audiences
6 student-only matinees

189,535
total attendance



Megan Fry, Ava Darrach-Gagnon, Jan Skene, Bailey Chin and Julia Davis in Little Women. PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN

“It was lovely to revisit this classic 
tale. The time flew by as the cast 
delivered this beautiful story 
which has some relevance today.” 	
	 – patron
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This past season was one of celebration, reflection, and meaningful tran-

sition. As Co-Chairs of the Board of Trustees, we are delighted to share 

highlights from an extraordinary year at Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre, 

one marked by artistic excellence, operational resilience and renewed 

leadership.

Our 2024/25 season delivered on its promise to take audiences on a 

remarkable journey. Ten productions featuring over 140 artists brought 

laughter, tears, and inspiration to our stages. 

This season marked a structural first for Royal MTC, as we served as 

Co-Chairs of the Board. Although a temporary solution introduced under 

unique circumstances, the co-chair model proved to be highly effective. 

Sharing responsibilities allowed for continuity and stability, while ensuring 

a unified voice in stewarding the organization through change.

August 2024 marked the arrival of Evan Klassen as our new Executive 

Director. From his first day, Evan brought integrity, curiosity and a strong 

sense of purpose. His return to Winnipeg and deep commitment to the 

local arts community have already left a lasting impact. Kelly Thornton 

once again led with creativity and conviction and her ongoing dedication 

to local talent development and mentorship has become central to Royal 

MTC’s identity and future. Kelly’s bold artistic vision, combined with 

Evan’s strategic mindset, ensured that the theatre not only thrived but 

continued to evolve. 

A heartfelt thank you goes to our senior leadership team and their staff 

for their dedication, adaptability, and passion, all of which were vital in 

building a cohesive and forward-looking organization. We are equally 

grateful to our subscribers, funders, sponsors, donors and volunteers for 

their dedication and unwavering support. Your efforts supported Royal 

MTC’s strategic goals: cultivating talent, deepening community connec-

tions, engaging audiences and maintaining organizational health.

The Mainstage and Warehouse were alive with activity throughout the 

year: new works; beloved classics; the Lawyers Play; the Fringe Festival; 

Drama Clubs; student matinees; and donor receptions, to name just a 

few. Each of these reflecting our commitment to community engage-

ment, diverse audiences and artistic excellence. To our audiences 

who supported and celebrated with us throughout the season, we are 

extremely grateful. Audience satisfaction remains high, subscriptions 

continue to recover and casual ticket sales hit record numbers. 

The Black and White Ball – this year themed A Night in Technicolour – was 

a resounding success, and we extend deep appreciation to the committee 

and volunteers who made it happen.

Finally, thank you to the Board of Trustees, Executive Committee and 

all our committee members for your vision, dedication and commitment 

to thoughtful governance. Your leadership helps ensure Royal MTC 

continues to tell important stories and respond to a changing world.

As we look to the future, we are excited for the amazing season ahead. 

With Kelly and Evan at the helm, we are confident Royal MTC will 

continue to dream big, innovate boldly and welcome more Manitobans 

into the magic of our theatres.

It has been our honour to serve as Co-Chairs, 

JOHN GUTTORMSON & LAURIE SPEERS 
CO-CHAIRS, BOARD OF TRUSTEES,  
ROYAL MANITOBA THEATRE CENTRE

M E S SAG E  F R O M  T H E  CO – C H A I RS
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As I write this – exactly one year after beginning my tenure as Executive 

Director of the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre – I am filled with grat-

itude and admiration. This role marks my return to the theatre after a 

long career that began 27 years ago in MTC’s box office, continued as a 

stage manager on both our stages, and has now brought me full circle 

to lead this extraordinary organization. To return in this capacity is both 

humbling and deeply meaningful.

Reflecting on my first season offers both clarity and gratitude: clarity 

about the exceptional work on and off our stages, and gratitude for 

everyone who makes MTC what it is. From my first day, I was enthusias-

tically welcomed by artists, staff, volunteers, audiences and supporters. 

That generosity of spirit is the heartbeat of Royal MTC and what makes it 

such an integral part of our city and province.

The first MTC event I attended was Pimootayowin in September 2024, 

where new Indigenous writers share their first plays aloud. Pimootayowin 

means “journey” in Anishinaabemowin, and it reflects MTC’s own journey 

toward reconciliation. Beginning my tenure with this program set a 

powerful tone for the year – rooted in truth, artistry, and community 

connection.

I owe deep thanks to Kelly Thornton, our Artistic Director, whose lead-

ership, collaboration, and care made this season a true partnership. I’m 

also grateful to our Board of Trustees, especially co-chairs Laurie Speers 

and John Guttormson, for their confidence and steady guidance. Our 

senior staff team deserves special recognition for embracing change with 

creativity and passion, shaping ideas that will resonate for years to come.

I also want to acknowledge my predecessor, Camilla Holland, who left MTC 

in an extraordinary position as one of Manitoba’s leading arts organizations. 

In her final year, her tireless efforts helped secure a significant federal 

investment through PrairiesCan, strengthening our ability to deliver 

programs and expand our reach.

This season brought remarkable stories to our stages – sparking 

conversation, laughter and reflection. We championed local and national 

voices, welcomed bold new work, and reimagined classics. Offstage, our 

education and community engagement programs deepened connections, 

inviting new generations to discover the magic of live theatre.

None of this would be possible without our staff and volunteers, whose 

dedication, generosity, and talent are woven into the fabric of MTC – 

whether welcoming patrons, building sets, managing ticketing, maintaining 

our facilities, supporting artists, or guiding outreach and administration.

We are grateful to our public funders – municipal, provincial, and federal 

– for their essential support, with special thanks for the new investment 

from PrairiesCan. To our donors, sponsors and audiences: your belief in 

MTC keeps our work vibrant and accessible.

My first season came full circle with Dave McLeod’s, Elevate: 

Manaaji’idiwin, as we ended the 2024/25 season with the world premiere 

production, first spoken aloud in a previous season’s Pimootayowin. This 

poignant production spoke volumes about reconciliation, and serves as 

an example of our intent: to build Indigenous, Manitoban and Canadian 

playwrights and champion their stories on our stages.

Theatre has always been a place where we gather to explore who we are, 

wrestle with big questions, imagine new possibilities, and do it together. 

As we look ahead, I’m excited to build on the strong foundation we share, 

ensuring Royal MTC remains a place where everyone feels they belong.

Thank you for making my first season unforgettable. I look forward to 

many more nights in the theatre with all of you.

Evan Klassen 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ROYAL MANITOBA THEATRE CENTRE

M E S SAG E  F R O M  T H E  E X ECU T I V E  D I R EC TO R
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I think Heraclitus said it best when he said, “the only constant is change.” 

Sometimes it is a slow-moving ripple that gently reshapes the shoreline, 

other times a storm rocks the landscape and reorders its topography 

entirely. Regardless of scale, we are in a constant state of evolution. 

The real strength of an organization is its ability to embrace change and 

harness its powerful impact for growth. Royal MTC’s performance in 

2024/25 is a prime example of this measure. 

This past year, MTC experienced a period of significant transformation. 

We bid farewell to several longstanding members of our team and greeted 

many new faces who brought passion and energy. For me personally, a 

bold new partnership was formed with Evan Klassen, MTC’s new Executive 

Director, and together we charted a course for the future that is driven by 

ambition, innovation and a deep sense of service to our community. The 

2024/25 season was by all accounts a real success, and we are honoured 

to be bringing such exhilarating theatre to Manitobans.

Playwright Paula Vogel (Indecent) said “I think the power of art is the 

power to wound our memory. I think the power of art is a way for us to 

change our world view. I think art is our spiritual bread that we break 

together.” This quote evokes the profound nature of theatre, and the 

unspeakable bond that unites us as we experience live art together.

Still relatively new to my role as Artistic Director, I remain enormously 

grateful to be making art in a community that values and consumes 

theatre with such passion and emotional investment. One should never 

take for granted how the vitality of this city and province is driven by 

its remarkable engagement with arts and culture. We have all heard, 

and may have even uttered ourselves, how Winnipeg punches above its 

weight, but I know firsthand, having escaped the larger city of Toronto, 

that we benefit from our scale. We share a profound sense of responsi-

bility to our community, and together carry the hopes and dreams of its 

future in our hearts.

The art and artists we put on our stage this past season brought a joyous 

audience into our theatres. The season offered an array of experiences 

from ridiculous farces, classical adaptations, gorgeous Broadway musicals, 

to new Canadian plays, that were both deeply moving and fiercely funny.

My sincere gratitude goes to the audiences that came in droves to our 

theatre, both subscribers and single ticket buyers alike. Thank you for 

supporting our theatre and we look forward to sharing many more stories 

with you in the future.

Huge thanks goes to our artists who brought the work to life and 

shared their immense talent with us. To our actors, directors, musicians, 

designers, craftspeople and technicians, your dedication to the work is 

inspiring. Thank you to our staff, Board and volunteers who made this all 

possible with their tireless investment and deep sense of commitment to 

MTC’s success.

I remain humbled by the opportunity to share the power of story with 

you all.

Yours,

kelly Thornton 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, ROYAL MANITOBA THEATRE CENTRE

M E S SAG E  F R O M  T H E  A RT I ST I C  D I R EC TO R



S E A S O N  I M PAC T

The 2024/25 season showcased exceptional talent on and off stage 
with 215 artists including actors, directors, designers and stage 
managers! A total of 155 of these artists call Manitoba home. 

MTC presented 33 scholarships, 9 apprenticeships 
and 8 assistantships to Manitoba artists to foster their career 
development. These valuable opportunities are directly supported 
by the generosity of donors through the Jean Murray – Moray Sinclair 
Scholarship Fund. 

The Tom Hendry Warehouse opened its season with the world 
premiere of The Recipe, written by local playwright Armin Wiebe, and 
the John Hirsch Mainstage closed the season with the world premiere 
of ELEVATE: Manaaji’idiwin by local playwright David McLeod. David’s 
work is the second play developed from the Pimootayowin Creators 
Circle to have it’s premiere on the MTC Mainstage. 

Thank you for helping create exceptional, 
engaging and exciting theatre!

215
artists

155 local

33
scholarships

9
apprenticeships

8
assistantships

2
world premieres

Toby Hughes and Amanda Shymko in The Recipe. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

Nurturing Local Talent

Nolan Moberly and Kevin Klassen in 
ELEVATE: Manaaji’idiwin. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

“Heartfelt and beautiful” – patron

“Excellent! Entire production was ‘elevated’ with top-notch script, 
engaging actors, unique touches of AI, rap dancing, actual elevator 
 and most importantly the message interwoven throughout with 
witty, comical, truthful and reflective dialogue! Highly recommend!”  	
	 – patron
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Duncan Cox and Melanie Whyte 
in Murder for Two. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

Theatre For All Manitobans High Calibre Productions

S E A S O N  I M PAC T

The six plays on the John Hirsch Mainstage and four plays at the Tom 
Hendry Warehouse create the core programming of MTC. However, 
there is much more that is produced, shared, offered and presented 
by MTC, including our Regional Tour and the Winnipeg Fringe Festival,  
so that all Manitobans have the opportunity to experience theatre. 

Murder for Two, this year’s Regional Tour, visited 20 communities 
in Manitoba and Ontario, delighting 3,228 audience members. 

Every year, the Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival presents indepen-
dent theatre by hosting more than 140 productions at 
accessible prices over 12 days. 

Facility tours to over 150 people during Culture Days on 
September 28 and more than 200 people from 15 schools, 
community groups and businesses throughout the season. These 
tours provide a deeper dive into how theatre is created on the 
Mainstage by the many talented theatre artists and technicians 
employed by MTC. 

The Theatre for Young Audience program welcomed 7,272 
students from schools around Manitoba to enjoy plays on both 
stages this season. 

Young people aged 18-29 have access to world-class theatre thanks 
to the Theatre Under 30 program, which offered 2,317 tickets 
for just $20 a seat this season. 

Everyone who attends MTC can enhance their theatre experience 
with pre-show chats, post-show talkbacks and enrichment guides. 

MTC continues to offer performances with reduced barriers. This 
past season shows were offered with open captions, ASL interpreta-
tion, live audio descriptions and relaxed performance environments.

20
communities 

visited

140+
independent 

theatre 
productions

 350+
people attended 
facility tours

7,272
students 

attended plays

On more than 200 days every year, MTC presents extraor-
dinary theatre that aims to inspire, illuminate and ignite critical 
conversation. The plays offered by MTC provide a balance of stories, 
ensuring that voices within our community and across many gener-
ations are heard. This past season, audiences were treated to fun 
outings at the theatre with The Play That Goes Wrong and Murder 
for Two, exposed to heartwarming narratives with Mix Tapes From My 
Mom, The Recipe and Waitress, and reminded of profound historic 
events in Indecent and Casey and Diana. 

This magic of storytelling is made possible not only thanks to the 
actors and artistic teams, but also because of the hands of many 
talented craftspeople, designers and technicians who create incred-
ibly complex sets, sew beautiful garments that reflect the 1800s to 
modern day and construct pies that look delicious enough to eat. 

Cast of Waitress. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

“Absolutely wonderful!!!  The whole production 
was an absolute class act. Thank you for the 
opportunity to see this musical!!!”  – patron
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The Play That 
Goes Wrong

By Henry Lewis, Henry Shields & Jonathan Sayer

October 17 – November 9, 2024 
preview • October 16

Director: Dennis Garnhum
Set & Props Designer: Beyata Hackborn**
Costume Designer: Joseph Abetria†
Lighting Designer: Kimberly Purtell**
Associate Lighting Designer: Christian Horoszczak
Sound Designer: Dave Pierce
Sound Associate / Composer: Donovan Seidle
Fight & Movement Director: Morgan Yamada
Assistant Director: Daniel Fong
Stage Manager: Michael Duggan†‡
Assistant Stage Manager: Lore Green
Apprentice Stage Manager: Sarah Lamoureux

Cast: Alexander Ariate, Vanessa Leticia Jetté, 
Andrew MacDonald-Smith, Emily Meadows†, 
Bernardo Pacheco, Honey Pham†, Joel Schaefer, 
Ray Strachan†, John Ullyatt, Daniela Vlaskalic

In partnership with the Citadel Theatre 
and Theatre Calgary

17,104 attended 27 performances

Little Women
Based on the novels Little Women and  

Good Wives by Louisa May Alcott 
Adapted for the stage by Jordi Mand

November 21 – December 14, 2024 
preview • November 20

Director: Katie German
Set Designer: Jawon Kang**
Costume Designer: Joseph Abetria†
Lighting Designer: Hugh Conacher**
Sound Designer: Ashley Au**
Choreographer: Rachael McLaren
Intimacy Director: Aria Evans
Fight Director: Shannon Guile
Dialect Consultant: Tom Soares†
Assistant Director: Rayna Masterton
Assistant Lighting Designer: Anika Binding†
Apprentice Director: Rochelle Kives*
Apprentice Costume Designer: Sarah Struthers*
Stage Manager: Karyn Kumhyr
Assistant Stage Manager: Ridge Romanishen
Apprentice Stage Manager: Carolin Schroeder†

Cast: Calla Adubofour-Poku, Rodrigo Beilfuss†, 
Bailey Chin, Ava Darrach-Gagnon, Julia Davis, 
Matthew Fletcher†, Megan Fry, Tom Keenan, 
Melissa Langdon, Simon Miron†, Tracey Nepinak, 
Alex Poch Goldin, Jan Skene, Melanie Whyte

16,102 attended 27 performances

Indecent
By Paula Vogel

Original Broadway Production Conceived 
and Directed by Rebecca Taichman 

Score and Original Music by Lisa Gutkin 
and Aaron Halva

February 13 – March 8, 2025 
preview • February 12

Director: Kelly Thornton
Vocal Director & Music Liaison: Grace Hrabi
Choreographer: Rachel Cooper
Set Designer: Scott Penner**
Costume Designer: Joseph Abetria†
Lighting Designer: Hugh Conacher**
Sound Designer: Justin Stadnyk†
Intimacy Director: Carly Rackal
Fight Director: Jacquie Loewen
Yiddish Cultural Consultant: Itay Zutra
Accent Coach: Alex Poch Goldin
Assistant Director: Cora Matheson
Apprentice Costume Designer: Amelia Carlson*
Stage Manager: Zahra Larche
Assistant Stage Manager: Angela Marshall
Apprentice Stage Manager: Tia Morann

Cast: Josh Bellan, Mariam Bernstein†,  
Andrew Cecon, Amy Lee†, Katherine Matlashewski, 
Dov Mickelson, Alex Poch Goldin

Musicians: Shiloh Hiebert, Myron Schultz,  
Orit Shimoni

SPONSORED BY THE ASPER FOUNDATION AND  

GAIL ASPER FAMILY FOUNDATION

11,219 attended 26 performances

Waitress
Book by Jessie Nelson 

Music and Lyrics by Sara Bareilles

Based upon the motion picture 
written by Adrienne Shelly

Orchestrations by Sara Bareilles 
& The Waitress Band

Music by Arrangement with 
Sony/ATV Music Publishing

January 9 – February 1, 2025 
previews • January 7 & 8 

Director: Ann Hodges
Music Director: Floydd Ricketts
Choreographer: Janie Pinard
Set Designer: Brian Perchaluk**†
Costume Designer: Daina Leitold
Lighting Designer: Bonnie Beecher
Sound Designer: Chris Coyne
Intimacy Director: Sam Hutchings†
Fight Director: Jacquie Loewen
Dialect Consultant: Tom Soares†
Assistant Director: Matthew Paris-Irvine†
Assistant Music Director: Kelly Robinson
Apprentice Director: Honey Pham*†
Stage Manager: Dustyn Wales
Assistant Stage Manager: Tori Popp†
Assistant Stage Manager: Katie Hoppa
Apprentice Stage Manager: Devon Helm
Child Supervisor: Bailey Chin

Cast: Jeremy Carver-James, Kira Chisholm, 
Duncan Cox, Julia Davis, Victoria Exconde,  
Aaron Hutton, Jessica Jones, Omar Alex Khan, 
Julia Kroft, Jeff Lillico, Elledyn Lount, Laura Olafson, 
Jeff Rivet, Rhea Rodych-Rasidescu†, Steve Ross, 
Justin Stadnyk†, Stephanie Sy, Chase Winnicky†

Musicians: Floydd Ricketts, Kelly Robinson,  
Steve Broadhurst, Julian Bradford, Larry Roy,  
Ryan Guth, Patricia Vanuci, Dave Lawton

19,461 attended 29 performances

J O H N  H I RS C H  M A I N STAG E  P R O D U C T I O N S

Cast of Little Women. 
PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN
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The Recipe
By Armin Wiebe

November 7 – 23, 2024 
preview • November 6

Director: Ardith Boxall†
Set Designer: Brian Perchaluk**†
Costume Designer: Daina Leitold
Lighting Designer: Hugh Conacher**
Sound Designer: Ashley Au**
Fight Director: Jacquie Loewen
Intimacy Director: Aria Evans
Voice & Dialect Coach: Tom Soares
Assistant Lighting Designer: Anika Binding†
Apprentice Director: Alan Fehr*
Stage Manager: Zahra Larche
Apprentice Stage Manager: Devon Helm

Cast: Toby Hughes, Aaron Pridham,  
Rhea Rodych-Rasidescu†, Amanda Shymko

A co-production with Theatre Projects Manitoba

3,855 attended 18 performances

Mix Tapes From 
My Mom

Written & Performed by Cory Wojcik

January 30 – February 15, 2025 
preview • January 29

Director: Trish Cooper
Music Director: Rusty Robot
Set Designer: Daina Leitold
Lighting Designer: Scott Henderson**
Stage Manager: Margaret Brook
Apprentice Stage Manager: Samantha Sage

Cast: Rusty Robot, Christy Taronno, Cory Wojcik

4,090 attended 18 performances

King James
By Rajiv Joseph

March 6 – 22, 2025 
preview • March 5

Director: Ray Strachan†
Set Designer: Shauna Jones**
Costume Designer: Ksenia Broda-Milian**†‡
Lighting Designer: Hugh Conacher**
Sound Designer: Kevin Ramberran
Apprentice Director: Key Caguioa*
Stage Manager: Ridge Romanishen
Assistant Stage Manager: Jazz Marcelino†

Cast: Justin Fry, Eric Miracle

SPONSORED BY THE ASPER FOUNDATION

2,764 attended 18 performances

Murder for Two
Book and Music by Joe Kinosian 
Book and Lyrics by Kellen Blair

April 3 – 19, 2025 
preview • April 2

Director: Chase Winnicky†
Music Director: Paul Rodermond
Movement Director: Rebekah Jones
Set Designer: Adam Parboosingh**
Costume Designer: Stephanie Maureen Petkau
Lighting Designer: Larry Isacoff‡
Voice & Dialect Coach: Tom Soares†
Assistant Set Designer: Anika Binding†
Stage Manager: Sadie Wannamaker
Apprentice Stage Manager: Larissa Shabaga

Cast: Duncan Cox, Melanie Whyte

4,286 attended 19 performances

Casey and Diana
By Nick Green

March 20 – April 12, 2025 
preview • March 19

Director: Andrew Kushnir
Set & Costume Designer: Joshua Quinlan**
Lighting Designer: Logan Raju Cracknell**
Composer & Sound Designer: Ashley Au**
Fight Director: Geoff Scovell
Dialect Coach: Rebecca Cuthbertson
Assistant Director: Tara Rosling
Stage Manager: Michael Hart
Assistant Stage Manager: Samantha Desiree
Apprentice Stage Manager: Samantha Sage

Cast: Sharon Bajer†, Noah Beemer, 
Alicia Johnston†, Gloria Mampuya,  
Gregory Prest, Catherine Wreford†

A co-production with Theatre Aquarius

11,370 attended 27 performances

ELEVATE: 
Manaaji’idiwin

By David McLeod

April 24 – May 17, 2025 
preview • April 23

Director / Dramaturg: Herbie Barnes
Set Designer: William Layton
Costume Designer: Amy McPherson
Lighting Designer: Scott Henderson**
Sound Designer & Composer: Jason Burnstick
Fight Director: Rick Skene
Mural Designer: Peatr Thomas
Assistant Director: Cali Sproule
Assistant Dramaturg: Melissa Langdon
Assistant Lighting Designer: Monique Gauthier
Stage Manager: Ridge Romanishen
Assistant Stage Manager: Katie Schmidt†
Apprentice Stage Manager: Chance Sabados

Cast: Kevin Klassen, Melissa Langdon,  
Nolan Moberly

11,027 attended 25 performances

TO M  H E N D RY  WA R E H O U S E  P R O D U C T I O N S
TOM HENDRY WAREHOUSE SEASON SPONSOR: BMO FINANCIAL GROUP

**Indicated designers on this production are represented by the Associated Designers of Canada, IATSE Local ADC659.
*Position funded through the Jean Murray – Moray Sinclair Theatre Apprenticeship Program    †Past Jean Murray – Moray Sinclair Scholarship award winner    ‡Past Naomi Levin Theatre Scholarship award winner   

Eric Miracle and Justin Fry in 
King James. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

Gregory Prest in Casey and Diana.  
PHOTO BY DAHLIA KATZ
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F E ST I VA L S

Winnipeg Fringe 
Theatre Festival

The Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival 
ended its 37th festival on a high note, 
literally, with a Broadway singalong at 
Old Market Square. The Fringe hosted 
performing companies from near and far, 
bringing Winnipeg together to enjoy indie 
theatre in a city-wide celebration.

The festival featured 148 indoor compa-
nies and 1,230 performances, including 
126 sell-outs. Total indoor attendance was 
81,224, a 13% increase over last year. This 
year’s Fringe returned $811,206 in box office 
revenue to the performing companies.

The Manitoba Association of Playwrights 
(MAP) presented the 2024 Harry S. Rintoul 
Award for Best New Manitoba Play to  
A Taste of Blood in the Mouth by Kinsey 
Donald. The honourable mention went to 
The Mailroom by JHG Creative (Cuinn 
Joseph, Connor Joseph, Monique Gauthier 
& Ian Ingram). 

SUPPORTED BY MANITOBA LIQUOR MARTS

2024 Winnipeg Fringe Theatre 
Festival Statistics
ticketed attendance • 81,224
outdoor attendance • 40–50,000 (approx.)
kids fringe attendance • 2,522
kids venue ticketed attendance • 3,317
box office revenue • $811,206
number of performing companies • 148
number of indoor performances • 1,230
number of volunteers • 789

Pimootayowin: 
A Festival of New Work
Pimootayowin: A Festival of New Work held 
its 4th year of free public play readings at 
the Tom Hendry Warehouse. The five-day 
festival, which ran from September 23–27, 
2024, was the culmination of months of hard 
work from this year’s Pimootayowin Creators 
Circle cohort. Led by Governor General 
Award-winning playwright Ian Ross, the 
Pimootayowin Creators Circle supports the 
creation and development of new plays by 
Manitoba-based Indigenous artists.

The presented works included The Buffalo 
in the Room by Erin McGregor, Anyway by 
Gabriel Daniels, Pieces by Mark Head, Love 
Louis by Victoria Perrie, In the Shadows 
Beyond the Pines by Rhonda Apetagon and 
Big Wind: Is That an Indian Agent I Smell? 
by Jordan McPeek. Rhonda Apetagon will 
continue to refine her piece, which will be 
featured in our 2025/26 season at the Tom 
Hendry Warehouse.

This year, the Pimootayowin Creators Circle 
celebrated the world premiere of ELEVATE: 
Manaaji’idiwin by David McLeod. Developed 
in 2020, ELEVATE is the second play from 
the Pimootayowin Creators Circle to be 
produced at the John Hirsch Mainstage. 

The next Pimootayowin: A Festival of New 
Work will be presented from September 
22–27, 2025.

SPONSORED BY TD Ready Commitment

R EG I O N A L  TO U R

Royal MTC and PlayNow.com were pleased to 
present our Regional Tour of Murder for Two.

Murder for Two
Book and Music by Joe Kinosian 
Book and Lyrics by Kellen Blair

February 20 – March 18, 2025

Director: Chase Winnicky†
Music Director: Paul Rodermond
Movement Director: Rebekah Jones
Set Designer: Adam Parboosingh**
Costume Designer: Stephanie Maureen Petkau
Lighting Designer: Larry Isacoff‡
Voice & Dialect Coach: Tom Soares†
Assistant Set Designer: Anika Binding†
Stage Manager: Sadie Wannamaker
Apprentice Stage Manager: Larissa Shabaga
Tour Technical Director: Josh Gehman
Tour Technician: Carter Happy

Cast: Duncan Cox, Melanie Whyte

3,228 attended 20 performances

	feb 20	 |	 Morden • Southern Manitoba Concerts
	 feb 21	 |	 Portage la Prairie • Prairie Fusion Arts & 		
			   Entertainment
	feb 22	 |	 Arborg & District Multicultural Heritage Village
	feb 23	 |	 Lac du Bonnet • Winnipeg River Arts Council
	feb 26	 |	 Atikokan • Atikokan Entertainment Series
	feb 27	 |	 Sioux Lookout • Sioux Hudson Entertainment 	
			   Series
	feb 28	 |	 Dryden • Dryden Entertainment Series
	 mar 1	 |	 Red Lake • Wilderness Entertainment Series
	 mar 3	 |	 Kenora • Lake of the Woods Concert Group
	 mar 4	 |	 Steinbach • Steinbach Arts Council
	 mar 6	 |	 Snow Lake • Aurora Borealis Arts Council
	 mar 7	 |	 Flin Flon • Flin Flon Arts Council
	 mar 9	 |	 Strathclair • Strathclair & District Theatre 	
				    Committee, Ltd.
	mar 11	 |	 Minnedosa • Minnedosa Performing Arts 		
			   Committee
	mar 12	 |	 Deloraine • Southwest Showcase Inc.
	mar 13	 |	 Souris • Souris District Arts Council
	mar 14 	 |	 Carman • Golden Prairie Arts Council
	mar 15	 |	 Crystal City • Parklane Theatre Committee
	mar 17	 |	 MacGregor • Heartland Recreation Commission
	mar 18	 |	 Gimli • Kiwanis Club of Gimli and District

SPONSORED BY PLAYNOW.COM



Literary Development
Royal MTC is proud to continue its commitment to the creation and 
development of new work by local and national artists. Since 2020 the 
Pimootayowin Creators Circle has brought together six storytellers 
under the leadership of Governor General Award-winning playwright 
Ian Ross to develop playwriting skills, culminating in public presenta-
tions of works in development. The 2024/25 cohort consisted of Andrea 
Friesen, Dannielle Morrisseau, Donnie Osler, Julia Ross, Kirby Fults 
and Martha Troian. The Pimootayowin Creators Circle was generously 
sponsored by TD Ready Commitment.

Royal MTC provided additional funding and workshops to three 
plays, The Buffalo in the Room by Erin McGregor, Big Wind: Is there 
an Indian Agent in the Room? by Jordan McPeek, and In the Shadow 
Beyond the Pines by Rhonda Apetagon which will receive its world 
premiere in the 2025/26 Tom Hendry Warehouse season. 

In preparation for the 2024/25 season, Royal MTC provided develop-
ment funding and dramaturgy for Little Women by Jordi Mand and 
ELEVATE: Manaaji’idiwin by David McLeod. We continued support 
for Intrepid by Alex Poch Goldin and provided new seed funding to 
Christopher Morris for the development of Katya & Marichka, a new 
play in development by Human Cargo Theatre. To support additional 
national projects, Royal MTC contributed to The Musical Stage 
Company’s new incubation initiative which provided a post-premiere 
developmental workshop for Kelly v. Kelly, with book by Sara Farb and 
music and lyrics by Britta Johnson. 

We are thrilled to have continued the development of Rizal, a new 
musical by Joseph Aragon, with a 10-day workshop in November 2024. 
Led by director and dramaturg Nina Lee Aquino, this workshop focused 
on ongoing dramaturgy and the addition of new musical numbers.

National Mentorship Program
Since 2020, Royal MTC has been dedicated to the development of 
local Manitoban theatre artists by providing networking support on 
a national scale. Designed to overcome the geographic isolation of 
the prairies and to build a web of connections and opportunities, the 
National Mentorship Program celebrated its fifth year of nurturing 
the brightest emerging local talent. Following the selection of ten 
mentees, and pairing them with mentors across Canada, one-on-one 
meetings took place between January and June of 2025.

2024/25 National Mentorship Program  
Mentees	 Mentors
Alba Ignis...................................... Michelle Bohn
Ava Darrach-Gagnon................. Eda Holmes
Devin Lowry................................. Stafford Perry
Hera Nalam.................................. Marie Beath Badian
Joshua Pinette............................ Ron Pederson
Julia Davis..................................... Deantha Edmunds
Lee Banaga.................................. Genny Sermonia
Monique Gauthier...................... Victor Pokinko
Paul DeGurse............................... Bob Foster
Victoria Exconde........................ Julio Fuentes

N EW  C R E AT I O N S E X PA N D I N G  T H E  T H E AT R E  E X P E R I E N C E
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Free public reading of Rizal in November 2024

Rizal workshop company in November 2024

Kevin Klassen and Nolan Moberly in ELEVATE: Manaaji’idiwin. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT
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Pre-Show Chats
This informal lecture series is free to attend for ticket-holders to the 
third Thursday evening of our Mainstage season. Patrons enrich their 
experience through pre-show, behind-the-scenes conversations with 
theatre professionals and special guests from our community. Over the 
course of the season, 211 patrons joined us to enjoy the following:

THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG • Fight Director extraordinaire 
Jacquie Loewen spoke about her role and gave some bonus informa-
tion about working on The Recipe.

Little WOmen • Director Katie German talked about the design 
collaboration process and script workshops, and gave the audience 
some “Easter eggs” to look out for.

Waitress • Kelly Robinson, Assistant Music Director, covered the 
audition and rehearsal process, contributions of a music director, some 
tidbits about playing in the band, and some musical phrases to listen for.

Indecent • Itay Zutra gave insight from his perspective as Yiddish 
consultant about the language, history, and culture.

Casey and Diana • After a mini-tour of MTC’s workshops, activist 
Jim Kane shared his journey with HIV/AIDS and the history of organi-
zations in Manitoba.

Elevate • MTC’s Technical Director Donnie Osler revealed incidences 
of stage magic from throughout the season and introduced audience 
members to his important but often mis-understood role.

Talkbacks
Post-show, actors returned to the stage for a question-and-answer 
session with the audience. Talkbacks were hosted after the first 
Tuesday evening performance and second Wednesday matinee at 
the Mainstage, and after the first Tuesday evening performance and 
Thursday matinee at the Warehouse. At a total of 21 public Talkbacks, 
over 1,000 patrons are estimated to have participated. 

Our Talkback Facilitator volunteers were Aaron Penner, Brandon 
Christopher, Christopher Brauer, Jack Fraser, Jeff Hirsch and  
Katrina Dunn.

Low Vision Friendly 
Performance (New!)

For the first time, Royal MTC designated a production as “low vision 
friendly.” These are shows that can be well-understood, at least 90%, 
by dialogue alone. Written and audio pre-show and intermission 
introductions outline set and costume design, give examples of the 
actors’ voices, and pre-emptively explain any sight gags so that all 
audience members are in on the joke. These can be listened to on our 
website in advance and via QR code at the venue. The introduction to 
LVF shows was available by the Tuesday after opening, which means 
that no matter which performance you attend after that point, you can 
access this accessibility feature. This year Education and Enrichment 
Manager Ksenia Broda-Milian created this material for King James. 

Relaxed Performance
Royal MTC offered a relaxed performance of Little Women at the 
Mainstage December 6, 2024. This is the sixth season Royal MTC has 
engaged in this accessibility initiative, which is designed to welcome 
audience members who would benefit from a more relaxed environ-
ment, including those on the autism spectrum. A detailed pre-show 
announcement prepares audience members for content and startling 
effects, and there is a relaxed attitude towards audience noise and 
movement. All patrons were invited to come, be themselves and 
experience live theatre.

Open Caption Performance 
Royal MTC’s Open Caption Performance of The Play That Goes 
Wrong was offered on October 18, 2024. An electronic text display was 
positioned at the in the balcony to show that section of the audience 
what the actors were saying or singing and describe sound effects on 
stage. This benefits not only those patrons who are Deaf or hard of 
hearing, but also enhances the performance for the hearing audience 
as a whole who may have missed a word, phrase, joke or lyric. 

ASL-Interpreted Performances
Royal MTC offered American Sign Language Interpreted performances 
of Little Women on December 8, 2024 and Casey and Diana on April 10, 
2025. ASL users and members of the Deaf community sit in seats with 
clear sightlines to take in the interpreter and the action onstage.

Audio Described Performance 
Royal MTC offered Audio Described performances of The Recipe on 
November 21, 2024 (in partnership with Theatre Projects Manitoba), 
Waitress on January 29, 2025 and Murder for Two on April 16, 2025. 
During audio described performances, audience members who are 
blind or have low vision use a receiver and earpiece to hear about the 
physical action and visual elements of the production. These descrip-
tions are voiced live, in real time, by a trained describer from Vocal 
Image Ensemble Winnipeg (VIEW). 



Andrew MacDonald-Smith and Joel Schaefer 
in The Play That Goes Wrong. PHOTO BY NANC PRICE

★★★★ 1/2 
“An estimate of one laugh per 

minute would be too low”  
– free press
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Scholarships and Apprenticeships
Royal MTC’s Jean Murray – Moray Sinclair Theatre Scholarship Fund. 
This fund awards scholarships to successful applicants who are full-time 
students attending accredited theatre schools, or university theatre 
programs, and who intend to pursue a career in theatre. This fund 
also awards apprenticeships to emerging professional artists and 
craftspeople who are looking for opportunities to gain experience in 
professional theatre. 

Royal MTC awarded a total of $32,800 for the 2024/2025 academic 
year/theatre season. Our generous patrons donated $47, 917 online 
and at “pass-the-hat” performances of Beautiful: The Carole King Musical, 
with $5,000 matched by the Zita and Mark Bernstein Foundation.

Scholarship winners
Victoria Alexander
Aurora Andrews
Julia Armstrong
Eliza Binding
Victoria Brimble
Kirstin Caguioa
Josh Calabio
Samantha Campbell
Saraya Clayton
Mad Delaat
Chael Donald
Kinsey Donald

Veronica Ford
Zoe Gagnon
Cyan Gargol
William Green
Taylor Izon
Keira Jordan
Alora Kempthorne
Josephine Long
Artie Lorraine
Anyetta 

Macdonald-Christensen
Rowan Macrae

Lauren Minaker
Brent Mowat
Yasmine Ravandi
Andrew Riley Singh
Danika Robb
Sarah Rossen
Carolin Schroeder
Natalie Stefanson
Erin Teodoro
Alissa Watson
Elio Zarrillo

Apprenticeship Recipients
Key Caguioa – Apprentice Director for King James
Amelia Carlson – Apprentice Costume Designer for Indecent
Alan Fehr – Apprentice Director for The Recipe
Jojo Garton – Apprentice Costume Designer for The Recipe
Rochelle Kives – Apprentice Director for Little Women
Honey Pham – Apprentice Director for Waitress
Adriana Rodas-Narvaez – Props Apprentice
Adele Rawluk – Props Apprentice
Sarah Struthers – Apprentice Costume Designer for Little Women

Many past recipients of scholarships and apprenticeships were 
involved in the season. 27 worked as actors, crew and creative team 
members on productions, while 7 past recipients are on MTC staff.

Assistant Roles
Royal MTC is committed to the cultivation of local talent by providing 
opportunities for early career artists to refine and strengthen their 
craft. Assistants work with established theatre artists to broaden their 
skills and obtain professional experience.

Anika Binding – Assistant Lighting Designer for The Recipe and Little Women
Anika Binding – Assistant Set Designer for Murder for Two
Matthew Paris-Irvine – Assistant Director for Waitress
Kelly Robinson – Assistant Music Director for Waitress
Rayna Masterton – Assistant Director for Little Women
Cora Matheson – Assistant Director for Indecent
Monique Gauthier – Assistant Lighting Designer for ELEVATE: Manaaji’idiwin
Cali Sproule – Assistant Director for ELEVATE: Manaaji’idiwin

Student Shadow Days (New!)
This program allows a student in grade 10-12 to spend a day at MTC 
where they receive a private tour, time with representatives of the 
Artistic and Production departments to ask their questions and 
learn how things operate in a large theatre, and a special experi-
ence relevant to their interests, such as attending a readthrough 
on the first day of rehearsal, seeing a matinee while listening to the 
stage manager on headset, or going on workshop visits with the set 
designer. Seven students from different schools had this experience:

Alex Schaeffer
Annika Wirth 

Ava Michaluk
Claire Ward

Larissa Lagasse
Parker Taylor

Tanya Chopra

Student Placement
In 2024/25, Royal MTC hosted a student from Seven Oaks Met School 
for a weekly placement from October – April. Grade 11 student Ehrian 
worked with Front of House Management, Communications, Education 
and Enrichment, and Development to help with administrative tasks, 
research, ushering shows and sourcing media contacts.

Enrichment Guides
Enrichment guides were compiled for all 10 shows of the Mainstage and 
Warehouse seasons and the Regional Tour. These guides were posted 
online for educators, students and all other patrons to provide extra 
insight into our productions. They included plot synopses, playwright 
biographies, contextual background, glossaries, suggested classroom 
activities for educators and/or discussion prompts, and links to other 
resources including books, articles, videos, and podcasts. Creators 
and contributors included Ksenia Broda-Milian, Tala Gammon, Patrick 
Derksen, Lori Tully, Elliot Lazar and Sarah Farrant.

Play on Words
The Winnipeg Public Library’s talented Librarians provide amazing 
Explore More reading lists of resources that help you better connect 
with the play. In 2024/25, librarian-recommended reading lists were 
created for Little Women, Waitress, Indecent, Casey and Diana 
and Elevate: Manaaji’idiwin. These lists may be accessed on MTC’s 
website for anyone who wants to dive deeper.

Facility Tours
The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre John Hirsch Mainstage is a 
National Historic site recognized for its contribution to Canadian 
theatre and for its unique Brutalist architecture. Facility tours provide a 
look behind the scenes at Royal MTC to gain a unique perspective on 
how we produce plays. Tours may visit the carpentry shop, wardrobe, 
props department, and more! As a special event during Culture Days, 
MTC welcomed over 170 people for mini-tours on September 28, 
2024. During the season, we gave tours to approximately 135 people 
from 7 school and community groups.



Stephanie Sy, Elledyn Lount 
and the cast of Waitress. 

PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

★★★★ 
“A slice of life with a dollop of sugar 
and a heavy wallop of emotional 
truth, Waitress  fills a tall order”  
	 – free press
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NextGen Fringers
NextGen Fringers brought together 29 youth aged 16-23 who 
love the Fringe, or had never been and wanted to see what it’s all 
about! Each got a pass for up to 6 free tickets to Fringe plays, oppor-
tunities to win prizes, and joined gatherings to connect with their 
theatre-going peers. The NextGen Fringers posted on social media to 
spread the word about the Fringe to other young people, contributed 
to a sticky-note wall at MTC with their discoveries and tips about the 
festival, and sent in their Fringe Faves to be shared by MTC. This 
year’s cohort included 7 first-time Fringers.

participants 
Al Gilbert
Alora Kempthorne
Amandeep Saini
Avalon Fenwick
Emily Adam 
Emily Cortez
Gabriella Shim
Hannah Schaeffer
Hope Eagles
Indie Dufour

Jessica Grosshans
Katelyn Mestito-Dao
Keira Jordan
Kevin Mannness
Lauryn Mestito-Dao
Mad Delaat
Marc Fontaine
Marcus Bellec
Menal Kashalo
Mikaël Beaudry

Phil Genest 
Quinn McMullan
Rodrigo Cordova
Romi Haims
Sam Campbell 
Semira Abolore
Simon Hathout Willard
Victoria Tarasiuk
William Green

what nextgen fringers had to say

“I had an amazing time this year going to shows on my own AND with 
friends. Getting the 6-show pass was exactly what I needed to go out 
and see shows I might not have considered seeing otherwise. I hope to 
see this program continue to thrive.”

“This year’s Fringe has truly been such a special and memorable 
experience and I’ve made connections with so many wonderful people. 
Theatre is such a beautiful thing and I just love that the Winnipeg 
Fringe Festival creates the opportunity for people to immerse them-
selves in accessible quality theater. It is so incredible and heart-
warming to witness the growing diversity of stories that the Fringe is 
putting onstage.”

“I had a great time at the Fringe this year! The NextGen Fringe program 
allowed me to see a wider variety of shows than I would usually see and 
helped me develop a sense of what kinds of shows I should look for in 
the future.”

“I got to connect with other young theatre lovers like myself, which 
helped me feel super welcomed and involved in the theatre community! 
I’ve felt immersed in the mutual love for theatre that all us Fringers 
share. It’s just overall been incredible and enlightening, especially for my 
first Fringe!”

Pathways to the Fringe (New!)
We are halfway through this program that bridges our seasons. 
Pathways aims to give participants the tools to be confident in 
presenting a show at the Winnipeg Fringe Festival. A dedicated 
group of adults from different backgrounds meet one Saturday each 
month from January to October for a workshop on a different skill; 
we hope they’ll enter the lottery in November to try for a spot in the 
2026 Fringe! This program is facilitated by Fringe Festival Manager 
Tori Popp and Education and Enrichment Manager Ksenia Broda-
Milian, and the inaugural cohort are:

Quinn McMullan
Deborah Baschuk
Evan Martin
Chloe Crockford
Phenix Rock

Contrad Padilla
Heather Innis
Brynn Wiens
Richard Campbell
Bennette Villones

David White
Cecil Dion
Cyan Gargol
Romi Haims 

Guests in winter/spring 2025 were:
Ellen Peterson on playwriting
Gwen Collins on non-script-based creation
Ksenia Broda-Milian on design
Theresa Thomson, Jessy Ardern and Kevin Ramberran on producing

Upcoming topics will include marketing, venues and technical skills. 

NextGen Fringers. PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN

NextGen Fringers. PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN

Fringe outdoor stage.  
PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN
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Backstage Pass
This season-long program gave Grade 11 and 12 students an in-depth 
look at theatre. Students attended six theatre workshops led by 
members of Manitoba’s professional theatre community followed by a 
matinee performance of the current Mainstage production. Students 
were selected based on their application and teacher recommenda-
tions. 16 participated from 14 schools.

participants
Eli Kanhai
Finn Deck
Gabrielle Landry
Haley Garroni
Isaac Cotter
Joshua Brown

Kai Hildebrand
Krissadie Armstrong
Lava Wong
Marley Passante
Mia Smart
Nathan Perkins

Sophie Moore
Tayla Appler
Tessa Klassen
Vishwa Mistry
Xenia Tambakis

Backstage Pass Workshops
THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG • Brendan McKeen and Donnie Osler 
took the participants through Royal MTC’s hidden spaces to meet 
our talented craftspeople followed by Education and Enrichment 
Manager and designer Ksenia Broda-Milian guiding students in set 
design discussion and creation.

Little WOmen • Fight director and performer Jacquie Loewen 
helped students see the importance of crafting fight scenes that drive 
the play’s action forward and taught them some impressive moves.

Waitress • Secrets of theatre magic were revealed by Kari Hagness 
who shared stories from her time as the MTC Head of Props, and 
encouraged participants in creating faux food like you’d find at Joe’s 
Pie Diner from unconventional materials.

INDECENT • In a theatre career rotation, the teens experienced mock 
auditions with feedback from Artistic Associate Melissa Langdon, 
played “stage management Olympics” with SM Katie Robinson Hoppa, 
and devised campaigns for next season’s production of Elf under the 
guidance of Sue Caughlin and Rachelle Blatta from our Marketing and 
Communications team.

Casey and Diana • Education Programs Assistant and actor Honey 
Pham took the students through a vocal technique class and introduced 
the connection between the voice and the body in conveying emotion.

ELEVATE: MANAAJI’IDIWIN • The participants dove into the creative 
process of writing for the stage with the guidance of playwright Elio 
Zarillo in “playwriting boot camp.”

Feedback from the students

“The BSP program overall has been a true privilege to be a part of. 
Every month it enriched my love and passion for theatre and meeting 
so many professionals really showed how far that love can take you.”

“I absolutely loved this program. The chance to learn about all 
different sides of theatre and where we can go has been really inter-
esting and fun.”

“Overall I’ve learned so many amazing things during this season and 
I’m so grateful for all my teachers and peers that have brought me so 
much knowledge, joy, and theatre creativity.”

“I was already planning on being a playwright, but this even more 
cemented it.”

“I’m very grateful to have been able to be part of this program. It has been 
very inspiring to be able to consume so many pieces and forms of art.”

“I have met so many amazing people through this program and it has 
helped me confirm that theatre is something I want to stick with for 
the rest of my life.”

“I learned so much about what goes on behind the scenes in theatre.  
It has been awesome!”

“I really enjoyed being able to see everyone’s talent and hard work.”

“I loved the amount of creative freedom we had.”

“This program is very fun and I particularly appreciate the options and 
the inclusive atmosphere. I love that everyone is made to feel equally 
welcome.”

“Our instructor was amazing and provided so much great knowledge.  
I can’t wait to continue to grow.”

“The tour really put into perspective how much goes into a show that isn’t 
the acting. I’ve also never been so sure of what I want to do with my life.”

“Theatre people are so nice.”

Backstage Pass Students

Students making faux food props. PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN

PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN
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Theatre for Young Audiences
Royal MTC schedules student-only matinee performances for 
selected productions. This year, MTC offered student-only matinees 
for six productions: The Play that Goes Wrong (2 performances), 
Little Women (2 performances), Waitress, Indecent, Casey and Diana 
and Murder for Two. A total of 3,805 students attended student-only 
matinee performances and 3,661 students attended regular perfor-
mances with their school, along with 197 students using promo codes 
specific to their university classes, for a total of 7,272 students at 
shows this season. Many students and teachers stayed for a talkback 
with actors after attending a performance. SPONSORED BY CANADA LIFE

Testimonials from Teachers
“Everyone was very helpful and we enjoyed the experience. Some 
students checked out booking opportunities for other performances 
because they enjoyed themselves so much.”

“I have been bringing students for over 20 years now and love to 
witness how much the students love the performances.”

“I was grateful to bring some students to their first ever professional 
show/live musical. The cost was incredibly reasonable and these 
opportunities are so important. Kudos to MTC, Ksenia & the team who 
make this happen, as well as the cast and crew of the incredible show.”

“Everything about the evening was mesmerizing, from the helpful, 
friendly staff and volunteers, to the pre-show, to the set and perfor-
mances. It was a delight!”

“I really appreciated how applicable some of the activities [in the 
Enrichment Guide] were to the real world for my students. They 
sparked great discussion around why the play is still relevant today.”

“I am incredibly grateful to be able to expose my students to such 
extraordinary theatre.”

“Not only do the performances provide entertainment, but they also 
challenge young minds to consider questions outside of the curricular 
connections of storytelling, expression, and performance itself. In 
some cases, it plants seeds for a future outside our school walls. That’s 
something very special to witness.”

“We LOVE coming to Royal MTC every year. Thank you for making this 
experience relatively affordable and so welcoming to students.”

“Theatre and literature are the great champion of humanity. The Arts 
provoke ideas and inspire action – that is power. Long live theatre!”

E D U CAT I O N  &  E N R I C H M E N T

Student-only matinee of 
The Play That Goes Wrong

Young Expressions Program
Royal MTC’s Young Expressions Program (YEP) students were 
amongst the first to see our Mainstage shows. They were invited to 
broaden their minds, sharpen their critical eyes, converse with theatre 
reviewers and artists, challenge their preconceptions, and express 
their opinions. Students also had the opportunity to bring a guest to 
see Murder for Two and were able to experience the production with 
their friends and family. The season culminated with them creating a 
zine together.

16 participants were chosen based on their application and 
teacher recommendations. They came from 11 schools. 

participants 
Anderson Green
Angelica Hjorleifson
Ehrian Fedaris
Emma Grosshans
Gray Ward
Isabel Haderer

Kali Ann Kosolowsky
Kira de Castro
Lauren Green
Luisa Read
Menal Kashalo
Natalie Paterson

Phillipe Genest
Sam Elkin
Sylvia Press
Tatiana Tuazon

2024/25 Young Expressions special guests:

•	 Melissa Langdon, Actor and MTC’s Artistic Associate
•	 Ben Waldman, Winnipeg Free Press Theatre Reviewer
•	 Dr Jessica Riley, theatre historian, analyst, and dramaturge
•	 Brian Drader and Daniel Thau-Eleff, leadership of Manitoba 

Association of Playwrights

Theatre Under 30
TD Theatre Under 30 is a free membership program for young 
people aged 18-29. Members have exclusive access to world-class 
theatre for just $20 a seat! In the 2024/25 season, 883 members 
purchased a total of 2,317 tickets throughout the 
year, an increase of over 800 tickets from the previous year. 

Young Expressions Students. PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN

PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN
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Connecting with our Community
This past season, Royal MTC renewed efforts to deepen connections 
with the larger community. 

In June 2024, Royal MTC participated in its first Pride Parade with 
staff, volunteers, actors and more. Despite several delays and extreme 
temperatures, spirits were high and the community was excited to see 
Royal MTC in the parade.

Royal MTC was honoured to participate in Fleur de Villes ARTISTE 
collaboration at The Leaf in January 2025 that celebrated Manitoba’s 
vibrant art scene. This floral display captured an iconic scene from 
Indecent featuring two women sharing an intimate moment. Special 
thanks and congratulations to Silver Heights Florists Christine Lyons and 
Brian Cantlon for their inspired design and winning Best in Show!

In February 2025, Put a Yid on It – Festival of Yiddish Culture, presented 
by Rady JCC featured the cast from Indecent performing songs from the 
production.

Royal MTC held a Fireside Chat for staff and board members hosted 
Mitch Bourbonniere, the Community Outreach Liaison for the Downtown 
Community Safety Partnership, also a founding member of Bear Clan Patrol, 
who talked about safety and how our neighbourhood exists around us.

In February 2025, a new role was created: Director of Community 
Engagement and Audience Development. Colleen Hrabi stepped into 
this position to help reach and engage community groups and people 
who are not often represented in our audiences.

CO M M U N I T Y  E N GAG E M E N T

The production of Casey and Diana was about more than just the show 
itself and sparked important conversations and real connections. By 
working alongside groups like Nine Circles, the Rainbow Resource 
Centre, Klinic and others, Royal MTC became a place for both reflec-
tion and support. A quiet room was set up for patrons to reflect and 
showcased community quilts; on display was a memorial in honor of Dr. 
Dick Smith, Manitoba’s first AIDS doctor plus a banner of red ribbons 
in the lobby – a symbol of our ongoing support. Royal MTC made sure 
the experience was open to as many people as possible, with accessible 
ticket pricing, a special reception, learning resources, and a partnership 
with the Canadian Museum for Human Rights (CMHR) to truly honour 
the legacy and lived experiences of those affected by HIV/AIDS.

ELEVATE: Manaaji’idiwin was another highlight. Royal MTC was 
honoured to welcome Indigenous community leaders on opening night, 
and worked together to create an Indigenous medicine wheel, which 
stayed at the theatre during the run and was then planted in front of 
the John Hirsch Mainstage as a lasting symbol. We also implemented 
Indigenous Ticket Pricing – offering deeply-discounted tickets for anyone 
who identifies as Indigenous or Metis. A dinner-and-show deal with Feast 
Bistro and Café featured delicious Indigenous dishes, and guests enjoyed 
Fête’s sweetgrass ice cream at the show. Royal MTC also continued a 
partnership with Manito Ahbee Festival, including special promotions 
and a personal tour for festival performers.

For the run of King James at the Warehouse, Royal MTC teamed up with 
the Winnipeg Sea Bears to promote the show during basketball season, 
and partnered with St. James Burger to create and promote the first 
theatre-themed burger.

In the spring a crew of staff and board members participated in commu-
nity wide clean up with the Exchange Biz District.

Royal MTC took pride in showcasing local businesses at the bar, serving up 
only  Canadian brands – including popular local mainstays like Fête Ice 
Cream, Empty Cup, Cranked Energy Bars, Little Brown Jug and Torque 
Brewing to name a few. 

All in all, it’s been an exciting year full of new partnerships, fresh faces in 
the audience, and many reasons to celebrate our growing community. 

The Clan Mothers at ELEVATE: Manaaji’idiwin with Playwright David McLeod, 
Elder Barb Nepinak and Artistic Director Kelly Thornton

Fleur de Villes ARTISTE collaboration 
of Indecent at The Leaf.

Stephanie Sy with the Fête  
cookie sold for the run of Waitress

Royal MTC at the Pride Parade in June 2024
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Black and White Ball
A NIGHT IN TECHNICOLOUR…
On Saturday, November 16, more than 400 guests attended the Black & White – and technicolour – Ball in support of the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre. 
Held for the first time at the Manitoba Museum’s Alloway Hall, guests were welcomed by Royal MTC artists and emcees Justin Stadnyk and Rochelle Kives 
into a room awash with bright, beautiful colour. Guests enjoyed a sumptuous meal, a rollicking live auction and dancing into the early hours of the morning.

On behalf of the artists supported by this fundraising event, we are deeply grateful to all the guests, sponsors, corporate table purchasers, donors 
and volunteers for creating another unforgettable evening.

Royal MTC invites audiences to the theatre to share in the act of imagining. Thank you for making this season possible.

Congratulations to Eddy Morin, winner of the Fillmore Riley Vacation Prize!

S P EC I A L  EV E N TS

SILVER SPONSOR

Global Drain Technologies
JEM Insurance
Westgate Enterprises Ltd.

AUCTION SPONSOR

The Tanchak Wealth Management Group

LIVE AUCTION SPONSOR

OPENLANE

VACATION RAFFLE

Fillmore Riley LLP

TRAVEL PARTNERS

Air Canada
Bonaventure Travel
Explora Journeys
Entertainment Sponsor
Taylor McCaffrey LLP

COCKTAIL SPONSOR

Birchwood Lexus

WINE SPONSOR

Jones & Company Wine Merchants

DESSERT SPONSOR

Flour & Flower

DESSERT PARTNERS

Fête
Knapsack Coffee

AFTER DARK SPONSOR

The North West Company

PRINTING SPONSOR

Esdale Printing

SUPPORTERS

Collective Event Rentals
Creating A Scene
Dycom Direct Mail
EventLight.ca
Manitoba Liquor Mart
Manitoba Museum
McDiarmid Flowers
Patent 5
Planned Perfectly
POS Systems
Red Photo Co.
Relish Ideas
Soirée Event Planning
Winnipeg Free Press
WOW! Catering
6 Degrees Photobooth

PRIME TABLES

Duha Group
Global Drain Technologies
JEM Insurance
People Corporation
Westgate Enterprises Ltd.

CORPORATE TABLES

Birchwood Lexus
Canada Life
Cardinal Capital Management
Duha Group
Dycom Direct Mail Services
HUB & Wawanesa
Fillmore Riley LLP
KPMG LLP
Manitoba Blue Cross
Manitoba Liquor Mart
Number TEN Architecture Group
OPENLANE
Penner Oil
Prairie Research Associates Inc.
Red River College Polytechnic
Richardson International Ltd.
The Tanchak Wealth Management Group
Taylor McCaffrey LLP
TD Asset Management
Wawanesa Insurance
Wellington-Altus Private Wealth
Winnipeg Free Press

DONORS

Joyce & Bruce Berry
Aynsley & Grant Cockshott
Gendis
Charles Henaire
Kate Holden
Duraid Ibrahim
Katrina Lee-Kwen & Jeff Neufeld
Roger Maguet
McDiarmid Flowers
Colleen Munro
Sunny Oh
Priority Restoration
Heather Stefanson
Doug Stephen
Scott Stewart
Todd & Kelly Tanchak
Nicole Zajac
Ryan Zajac

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Big City All Star Band
The Manitoba Museum
Our incredibly hardworking volunteers 

and Royal MTC staff

attendance • 433
net proceeds • $101,183.50

l to r: Dana Plett, Antonio Buccini, Victoria Taylor, Karen Duha, Brad McCabe, 
Kathryn Gompf, Samantha Duha, Ryan Leech, Rachel Nedelec, Colleen Kroeker, 
Elsebeth Hansen-Kriening & Jenny-Lou Ryan.
not present: Eden Jamieson, Andrea Mancini, Rhonda Plett & Shelly Smith-Hines

l to r: Bettina Nyman, George Nyman, Sarah Rossen, Mariyka Hirschfeld,  
Irene Shapira, Patricia Vineberg, Julia Walton, Meaghan Fletcher, Isabelle Ly, 
Alex Sinclair, Casey Challes, Tori Popp, Anne Love, Donna Korban, Keith Love.
not present: Melissa Hazelton, Tessa Pearen & Tracy Love

Members of the 2024 Black & White Ball Committee

2024 Black & White Ball Volunteers

PHOTOS BY RED PHOTO CO.
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S P EC I A L  EV E N TS

The Man Who 
Came to Dinner

By Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman

May 7–10, 2025

Director: Mariam Bernstein*
Set Designer: Shauna Jones
Wardrobe Coordinators: Thora Lamont, Heather 

Thorleifson & Jackie Van Winkle
Wigs Coordinator: Nico Pielou
Lighting Designer: Adam Parboosingh
Assistant Lighting Designer: Darlene Dela Cruz
Audio: Tim Clark
Electrician: Evan King
Stage Manager: Chuck McEwen
Assistant Stage Manager: Devon Helm
Assistant Producer: Tori Popp

Cast: Gail Asper, Clair Cerilli, Paula Ethans,  
Nancy Fazenda, Reid Girard, Caleigh Glawson, 
Cynthia Hiebert-Simkin, Joan Holmstrom,  
Peter Kingsley, David Kroft, Jerritt Lipski,  
Hayley Main, Jim McLandress, Jeff Palamar,  
Jodi Plenert, Brad Regehr, Jaime Rosin, Mike Segstro, 
Boris Senchuk, Heather Wadsworth

PRODUCTION PARTNER THE MANITOBA BAR ASSOCIATION

Royal MTC/MBA Lawyers Play
THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER
The 2025 cast certainly had folks questioning their guest lists at our 32nd Lawyers Play, The Man Who Came to Dinner. Bringing 
their extraordinary skills to the Tom Hendry Warehouse, the cast had audiences in stitches during the May 7 – 10 run. Their brilliant 
wit and laugh-out-loud physical comedy brought audiences to their feet.

Cast entirely with Manitoba Bar Association members, the Lawyers Play is one of Royal MTC’s largest fundraisers. Since its inception, 
this gala event has raised over $1.1 million to support MTC and the Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival.

Our deepest gratitude to our patrons, donors, advertisers and sponsors for supporting our efforts. We’d also like to extend sincere 
thanks to the talented cast and hardworking crew, as well as our many volunteers and committee members.

SILVER SPONSOR

Lawton Partners

PERFORMANCE SPONSOR

University of Manitoba – Faculty 
of Law

RECEPTION SPONSOR

Lawyers Financial

CATERING SPONSOR

WOW! Catering

WINE SPONSOR

Jones & Company Wine 
Merchants

DESIGN SPONSOR

Relish Ideas

SUPPORTERS

BlüFish Japanese Restaurant & 
Corrientes Argentine Pizzeria 

COMMITTEE

Kathrine Basarab – Co-Chair
Jeff Palamar – Co-Chair
Michelle Falk
Caleigh Glawson
Jamie Jurczak
Peter Kingsley
Joel Lebois
Wendy Martin White
Jim McLandress
Sandi Phillips

attendance • 1,071
net proceeds • $12,910

The cast of The Man Who Came to Dinner.Artistic Director Kelly Thornton and Manitoba Bar 
Association Secretary Treasurer Bryton Moen

*The participation of these Artists are arranged by permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association under the provisions of the Dance•Opera•Theatre Policy.

The cast of The Man Who Came to Dinner

PHOTOS BY DAVE SWIECICKI  

Jeff Palamar, Heather Wadsworth and  
Mike Segstro in The Man Who Came to Dinner

Clair Cerilli and Brad Regehr in 
The Man Who Came to Dinner



Amanda Shymko and Rhea Rodych-Rasidescu in The Recipe. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

★★★★ 1/2 
“A welcome dose of comedy gold”  
	 – free press
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S U P P O RT E RS

Director’s Circle

Many thanks to our generous 
donors who made a differ-
ence with a gift during our 
2024/25 season!

$10,000+

Gail Asper, OC, OM, LLD* & 
Michael Paterson

Linda McGarva-Cohen &  
James Cohen, OM

Dr. H. Nyhof & Ms. Jo-Anne Lutz
Shirley Anne Richardson Annual 

Giving Trust Fund – The Winnipeg 
Foundation

Todd & Kellie Tanchak
Dr. Marcel Van Woensel

$6,500–9,999

Houston Family of Bradwardine 
Fund – The Winnipeg Foundation

June & Bob Jackson Memorial Fund 
for the Performing Arts – The 
Winnipeg Foundation

Ted & Ruth Northam
Polar Foundation
Mr. Leslie Taylor

$4,000–6,499

Pauline Braun – in memory of 
Duane Braun‡

Gail Corne
Karen & Alan Dalkie
Susan Glass & Arni Thorsteinson
Elizabeth Marr & Nick, David & 

Allison Slonosky
Gerry & Barb Price
Hartley & Heather Richardson
James & Janice Tennant

$2,000–3,999

Dr. J Baluta & Ms. O. Kandia
Dr. Corinne Barrett DeWiele & Mr. 

V. Michael DeWiele
Craig McIntosh & Lorraine Beck 

Fund
Emily Burt*
David* & Barb Christie
Gerry* & Chris Couture
D. J. Cowan
Kerry Dangerfield*‡
Tony* & Jennifer Fletcher‡
Margaret Groome
Linda Hamilton & Grange Morrow‡
Sharon Hamilton‡
Hon. William Johnston
Evan Klassen† & Bert Keeper‡
Dr. P. Kmet & Mr. B. Roslycky
Hester Kroft
Donna & Dave* Lalama
Leigh Murphy – in memory of Liam 

Murphy‡
Drs. Bill Pope & Elizabeth Tippett 

Pope Fund – The Winnipeg 
Foundation

Sanford & Deborah Riley
Bill & Laurie* Speers
Mait & Pat Sundmark
Kelly Thornton† & Josep 

Seras-Gubert‡
Helga Van Iderstine
Dr. & Mrs. James & Kim Zacharias
2 Anonymous

$1,200–1,999

Todd Bourcier
Doneta Brotchie, CM* & Harry 

Brotchie‡
Haderra & Mark Chisick
The Circle Foundation
Hugh Conacher‡
Ben & Shari Diamond
Dr. Lawrence & Ms. Brenda Ellerby
Corinne Ratuski & Brad Favel*
Sylvia Flam‡
Katherine Fox*‡
Susan* & Ab Freig‡
John* & Nicola Guttormson‡
Ahava Halpern & Frank Lavitt‡
Barbara Hamilton
Gregg & Mary Hanson
Vivian Hilder-Skwark & David Skwark 

– in memory of Mike Skwark‡
Shawn Hughes & Bruno Koehn‡
Lisa Johnston
Serena Helen Kraayeveld
David* & Ellen Kroft‡
J. Lamothe‡
Rick Lee & Laurie Shapiro
Peter & Karen Leipsic
Gail Loewen
Reginald & Judy Low
Mark & Gloria Mancini‡
Ron McKinnon§ & Peggy Barker‡
Jim* & Penny McLandress‡
Wayne & Linda Paquin
Donna Plant
Frances Pollard
K. Heather Power & Harold Klause‡
Jocelyne Prefontaine*‡
Priority Restoration
Lawrence Prout* & Lisa Gardewine‡
Margaret Redmond* & Greg Gillis‡
Nancy & Loren* Remillard
Sudhir Sandhu*‡
Ken & Susan* Skinner‡
Kevin Hines & Shelly Smith-Hines‡
Joan Stephens – in memory of 

Annice Stephens‡
Sasha & Josh Thiem‡
Jeremy Trickett & Brandon Barnes 

Trickett
Geeta* & Michael Tucker‡
Murray & Nancy Wiegand
Nicole Zajac*‡
Anonymous

Company Circle

$600–1,199

Robert & Ina Abra Family Fund – 
The Winnipeg Foundation

Jennifer & Scott Ash
Margaret Astwood
Ryan Bernier
Brenlee Carrington Trepel KC & 

Brent Trepel
Chambers Family‡
Gertie Chipka
Aynsley Cockshott
J. Davidson‡
H. Dyck
Neil & Sherry Fast
Pamela & Kevin Friesen
Brad & Jenn Gesell
The Art Maister & Kayla Gordon 

Foundation
Charles Henaire
Rodney Hick & Tracey Jackson
N & L Holliday
Ken Houssin*, FCA
Sylvia Jansen
Edward & Stella Kennedy

Donna Korban & Family
Katrina Lee-Kwen & Jeff Neufeld
Shirley Liba
Charles & Diane Littman
Linda & Ray Loewen
Teresa Lopata & Bruce Wagg
Brian & Christie Lysack‡
Garry Markham
Gerard Matte & Lydia Surasky-Matte
Carol & Barry§ McArton
Brendan McKeen†
Carolyn Garlich & Peter Miller 

Gift Fund
Colleen Munro
Marika Nerbas
Tracey Novak
Ivan & Cathy Oresnik‡
Cam & Carole Osler
Judith Parker‡
Helene Poirier & Ian Gillies
David & Joan Rew
Henriette Ricou & Jure Manfreda
Jean Riggall‡
Barbara Scheuneman
Carol & Ron Slater Fund – Jewish 

Foundation of Manitoba
Deborah Spracklin
Doug Stephen
Kim Stephens
Heidi Struck†‡
Sandra Tankard‡
Gord & Lorena Trann
Dr. Peter Triggs‡
Vicki Verville‡
Grant & Trish Wainikka
Jerry & Karen Wake
Faye Warren
Dr. Dorothy Y. Young
4 Anonymous

$250–599

Pat & Darrell Adams‡
Dr. Liz Adkins
Bob Adkins in memory of Nancy
Glen Agar & Pam Reimer
Dawn Andersen
Jay & Judy Anderson
Abe Anhang
Elizabeth B. Armytage Fund  

– The Winnipeg Foundation
Lynne M Arnason
Dennis & Elaine Schultz
Peter Attwood
Brenna Bacchus‡
Peter Bagot
Zaz Bajon & Patricia Hunter
Glenn & Norma Baldwin
Olga & Ivan Banias
Dianne J. Beaven
Larry Beeston & Anna Sikora
Terri & Morley Bernstein
Bruce & Joyce Berry
Chris Bishop
Helga & Gerhard Bock
Lilian Bonin & Daniel P Levin
John & Marilyn Bourbonnais
Ron & Joan Boyd‡
M. Braid
Kris & Ruth Breckman
Billy Brodovsky & Libby Yager‡
Sheila & David Brodovsky
Brian Brown
Ellen & George Bruce
Donna Byrne
Arlene Carr
Rosemary Chapman
Roberta Christianson
Ken Clark & Pamela Lockman
Agnes Collins
Joy Cooper & Martin Reed
Philip Corrin

Jim & Gwen Court
Robert Coutts‡
Drs. Kristen Creek & Josh Manusow
Margaret Cuddy
Matthew Cutler & Dr. Avery Miller
J. Dale
Verna Danylchuk
Doug De Graff
Andre & Diane de Rocquigny
Craig & Claudette Dunn
Helene Dyck
Michael Easton
Gail Eckert
Greg Edmond & Irene 

Groot-Koerkamp
Fran Falzarano
Jemara Fay‡
Pat & Doug Finkbeiner
Gayle Fischer
Maureen Flaherty & Fred Beckwith
Andrea Forbes-Avila‡
Adrian Frost & Kerra Mruss
Felicia & Trevor Frost
Paul Daeninck & Monica Furer
Colleen & Dan Furlan‡
Daniel Gagnon
Lynne & Lindsay Gauld‡
Denise & Ron George
Patti & Rick Gilhuly
Heather Gillander
Jan Gordon‡
L Graham
M. Gray
Abigail Grieder
Karen H. Guenther
Noella & Patrick† Hanan‡
Doug & Sylvia Hannah
Brian & Dawn Hanson – in memory 

of our Daughter, Kristin Dawn 
Hanson

Paul & Val Harack
Don Hardy
Linda Harlos & Adrian Wildsmith
Barbara Harrison
Kathryn & Wayne Harrison
Chris Hayduk
Frank & Sue Hechter‡
Kyle Hendin & Breanne Korban
Marilyn Hendzel‡
Judith & Eric Hinton
Ted & Cathy Hlynsky
Rob & Jen Hochkievich‡
Kate Holden
Colleen Hrabi†‡ & Curtis Brown
Duraid Ibrahim
Katie Inverarity
G. C. Irwin-Kilfoyle
Mr. G. Ismond‡
Stu & Alice Iverson
Tom & Laura Jelic
Lynne Jentsch
Gerald Jewers
Joanne & Rod Kamins
Sheryl Kapitz & Aaron London‡
Joel & Danna Kaplan
Sandy & Joan Kellett
Joan Kennedy
Kesslering Forsythe Family Fund
Peter Kingsley, KC‡
Betty Klassen
Richard & Karin Klassen
Julie Ann Kniskern
Denise & David Koss
Janice & Richard Kostelnyk
Carol Campbell & Andy Krentz
Robert Lafond
Laurie Lam & Larry Desrochers
Cheryl Langer
Desiree Lavallee†‡
John & Heather Lea
Bob Leggett

Ian & Nicki LeGrand‡
Richard Leipsic & Kerrie Halprin
Curt Letkeman
Tim Preston – in memory of  

Dave Ling
Diana & Laurie Logan
Pat & Jim Ludwig
Brent Schacter & Sora Ludwig
Carole Lupkowski
Carol Ann Lussier
Tom Lussier
MacDonald/Cageorge Fund – The 

Winnipeg Foundation
Jim MacGregor & Christine Halma
Roger Maguet
Judith Manning
Cheryl & Eric Matheson
Jim & Lynne McClelland
Campbell & Lorraine McIntyre
Dr. Marlene & Ian McKay
Colleen McKenty
Terri & Jim McKerchar‡
Greg & Gloria McLaren
John & Carolynne McLure Fund  

– The Winnipeg Foundation
Donald G. McNabb
Barb Melnychuk
Albert & Judith Metcalfe‡
Susie Miclash
Catherine Lambeth & Grant Mitchell
Marc Monnin & Donna Miller
Tom & Susan Mooney
Rodney Moorhead
Katherine Morgan
Sagan Morrow‡
Brad Nance‡
Melissa Novecosky
Vanessa Dowostawski
D. & G. Nytepchuk
Sunny Oh
Joanne Olchowecki
John Osler
Pierre Ouellet
Paulette Pappel
Jean-Pierre Parenty & Michelle 

Smith
Dr. Philip Pass
William & Helen Patterson
Myron Pawlowsky & Susan Boulter
Peter & Anita Pelech
Bonnie Penno‡
Linda Pettit
Arthur Pfeffer
Rick Pinchin
Beth & John Pollard
Nancy & Brett Porth
Maureen Prendiville & Paul Jensen
Nalini Reddy*
Cheryl Reid
Lorraine & Ernest Reinfort
Joan Richardson
Marilyn Robbins
Deborah & Neil Rostkowski
Debbie Roy
Michael T. Ruta
Paul & Cathy Samyn
Onnolee Scharf‡
Roland Schneider
Faye Scott
Gail Screaton
Claire Semchuk
In memory of Sybil Shack for the 

benefit of MTC
Sharon Shaydak
Blake Shiaro
Shayna & Merrill Shulman
Marc Simard
Dr. Elinor Simons
Al* & Virginia Snyder
Maria Steeds
Heather Stefanson
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Eleanor Suderman
Mary Ann Supleve
Shayne & Kathryn Taback
Ray & Fenella Temmerman
Leah R. Janzen & Ian R. Thomson
Malcolm & Shirley Tinsley
Jen & Kevin Tomanek
Brad Baydock & Wendy Tretiak
Grant Tweed
Dr. Kristel van Ineveld
Stirling Walkes
Deanna Waters
Leslie† & Sean Watson‡
Tamara & John Wells
Al & Pat Wherrett‡
Lionel & Lorraine Wiens
Catherine Wilkie
Anita & Kevin Wolfe
Allana & Eden Wyness‡
Ryan Zajac
Olia & Roman Zubach
20 Anonymous

$150–249

Edward & Jaime Acuna
Sharon Allentuck
Bonnie & Joel Antel
Craig & Sue Mackenzie
Nadine Audet‡
Richard & Nancy Ball
Josie & Richard Bartlinski
Karen & John Bate
Brenda Batzel
Sandra Bazin
Jim & Doreen Beckstead
Holly Beirnes-Burt
Susan & George Benias
Byrnes Benoit
Kristine Betker & Eric Kananoja
Don & Diane Bewell
Barbara Bielak
Val & Blair Bingeman
Joan Blight
Mavis Bollman & Ray Hesslein
Bruce & Karen Boyd
Patricia Bozyk
Don & Cheryl Breakey
Janine Brémault Bamford
Mrs. Donna J. Brown
Gerald R. Brown
Sean & Melanie Bueckert
Ken England & Gerri Burge
John Burrows
Cheryl Butler
Debbie Campbell
Don & Carolyne Campbell
Lawrie & Bea Cherniack
Duane Cheskey & Georgia Kerr
Dr. T. I. Choptiany
Katherine Cobor
Diane Connelly
Joan E. Coombe
Sarah Corley
Connor Coughlin
Laurel Cumming
Ashleigh Czyrnyj
Werner & Judy Danchura
Linda Daniels
Chris Darazsi‡
Lorraine & Alan Dewar
Julie Diakiw
Bev & Allan Doern‡
Heather Domke
Sheila Domke & Stephen Ross
Thomas P Dooley
Rita Dornn
Rob Dryden
John & Ada Ducas
Harry & Mary Lynn Duckworth
Marilyn Dudek
John Edwards & Wendy Stelko

Ken & Lesley Enns
Marion Fellinger
Kate Hodgert-Fennell‡
Patricia Fitzpatrick
Lawrence Foster‡
Donna Frame‡
Linda Freed
Christine M Freeman
Anne Friesen
Gloria & Rick Gallant
H. Garrod
Ian & Lorraine Glassford
Benjamin Goldenberg
John & Marcia Gordon
Russ Greene & Sandra 

Paterson-Greene
Sig & Leona Hackbart
Janet Hall
Shellie & Grant Hatch‡
Ingrid Hayes
Joe Healey
Judy Heppelle
Mary & David Hickling
Hilary Druxman Design
Lenore & John Hodge
Mary Hodge
Lisa Hunt & Hugh Wichenko‡
Jean Hyrich
Elizabeth Janzen
Dave & Lesia Johns
Verna Johnson
Tiffany Johnson-Sheldon
Robert & Karen Johnston
Michael Joyal, esq.‡
J.H. Kaminsky
Sherry Kaniuga‡
Brian & Renee Kaplan
Ursula & John Kelemen
Penny & Brian Kelly
Shan Dickson & Andrea Kneale
John & Kathryn Knowles
Ms. Julie Koehn
Jacki & Sheldon Koven
Lorraine Kraichy‡
Paula Kristjanson Hasiuk
Howard & Jane Kroeger
Teena Laird
Bryen Lebar & Patricia Sauder‡
Saul & Kathy Leibl
Tim & Kate Letkemann‡
Stan & Susan Lipnowski
Judy & Eric Lister
John & Joy Loewen‡
Sarah, Chris & Lori Luby
Wally MacMartin
Lyndsay Manaigre
Dr. Neil & Elaine Margolis
Lynne Martin‡ – in memory of 

Omar Martin
Linda Matheson
Barbara McCandless
Linda A McMillan
Barry McNabb
Catarina Mello Schultz‡
Loretta Merriam
Gail Mildren – in memory of Gladys 

& Walter Mildren
Cressida Mills
Marlene Mortimer
Shelley Muir
B. Nagamori
Harold & Nancy Nagy
Leslie Nichol
Robert Nickel
Helen Norrie
Sheila Norrie
Tom Nowicki
Cynthia Orris
Theresa Oye
Kristen Pachet
Sonjia Pasiechnik
Jo-Ann & Harvey Peltz‡

Brian Perchaluk
Ingrid Peters Fransen
Donald & Elaine Peters
Kristin Peterson
Funseekers Travel
Cynthia Plett
Denise Plett
Carla Plummer
M. Lois Powne
Doug & Eunice Pratt
Roberta & Rick Rackal
Dr. R. & Audrey Ramchandar
Jim & Kathy Ranick‡
Linda Ratynski
Lucas Redekop
Margaret Redekop
Pat & Bill Reid
Gwen & Mark Relph
The Robbins Family
Nicole Robidoux
Linda Robinson
Deborah Rodewald
Cindy Rodych
Mary Anne Rosenbloom
Richard Ross
Tamara Rossie
Pat & Michelle Rowan
Cecile Roy
David & Tammie Sainsbury
Denyse & Ken Saloranta
Heather Sandilands‡
Connie Sawatsky
Dan & Sandra Sawatzky
Harald & Vicki Schulz
Carol Scurfield
Shimon Segal
Greg Sexsmith & Joni Lavender 

Sexsmith‡
Jo-Anne & Ian Seymour
Kumar Sharma & Angelina DiSanto
Jim & Susan Shaw
Linda Simpson
Meera & Sach Sinha
Earl Slimmon
David Smith
Margo & Dennis Smith
Jon Sorokowski
Caterina & George Sotiriadis
Jacqueline St. Hill
Karen Stach
Sharon Stanley
Shirley & Tom Strutt
Alec Surasky
Heather & Donald Talocka
Mala & Andrew Teeluck‡
Elaine Toms
Marilyn Trepel
Elaine Tresoor
Eric Turner‡
Chris Turyk & Bryce Weedmark‡
Robert Tyler
Gwen & Helmut Waedt
Jane & Don Walters‡
Paul & Laura Walton‡
Robert & Sherilyn Ward
John & Marjorie Warkentin
Peter & Joan Washchyshyn
Hymie & Shaaron Weinstein
Mary Agnes Welch‡
Lydia & Michael West
Alys-Lynne & Steve West‡
Florence & Donald Whitmore
Theresa Wiktorski
Leslie Wilson
Gustine & Dennis Wilton
Deborah A. Wolfe
Margaret Wollner‡
James Wood‡
Richard L. Yaffe & John A. Statham§

Kerry Zakowich
16 Anonymous

$100–149

Reeva Abrams
Dianne Antoniak
Margaret Askeland
Kevin Becker
Mrs. Dale Bedard
Trish Bergal
Michael Blais
Penny-Lee Blundon
Marnie Bolland
Geri McGrath & Anne Bolton
Morva Bowman & Alan Pollard
Diane & Gus* Campbell
Lorraine Carpenter
Susan Chadwick
Rosemary Chambers
Hilda Cherry
Shelley Chochinov
Vanessa Warne & Brandon 

Christopher
Iris Chrol
David Clement
Jennifer Cobb
Shirley Cochrane
Colquhoun Family
Susan Copeland
Edward & Brenda Cotton
Ray & Brenda Crabbe
Roy & Marie (Cosens) Craig
Bob & Alison Darling
Ms. D. Davidson
Tessa Denton
M. Jane Dick
Diana Dinon‡
Kim Duerksen
SJ Duncan Medical
Karen Dunlop
Katrina Dunn
John & Marilyn Ekins
Basem Elbarouni
Carol Ellis
Don Engel
Andrew Enns
Ruth & Ernest Epp
Hans Epp
Michael & Brenda Evans
The Ferriers
Carol Fletcher
Barb & Denis Fletcher
Nancy Flintoft & John McWilliams
Jeff Fowler
Judith Fraser
Annika Friesen
Elroy Friesen
Ron Gaffray
Basil & Judy Galarnyk
Leslie Galloway
William S. Gardner
Zohreh Gervais‡
Trish Gibson
Juanita Giesbrecht
Barbara & David Goldenberg
Jennifer Graham
John & Linda Graham
Lynne Gryzbowski
Margaret Gwiazda‡
Gerald Hamm
Joan Hanton‡
Bruce & Judy Harris
Cecilia Hawkins
Peter & Caroly Hill-Carroll
Ann Hodges
Nelson & Gina Hoe
Barbara Holliday
Keith & Karen Horn
Maureen Jack
Wendy & Jim Jackson
Heather D. Janik
Alan Janzen & Leona Sookram
Laureen Johnstone
Carla Kaneski

Marilyn Kapitany
Andrea Kiss
Ernest & Noreen Klassen
Teresa Krasnowski‡
Colin Kyle
Dale Lakevold
Mrs. I. Lee
Ellen & Stewart Leibl
Lori Anne Lobb
Jack & Belva London
Val Lovatt
Robert & Shirley Lynch
Frederick Macs
Dr. Shelley Mahoney
Russ & Sherril Malkoske
Wendy Mandryk
Marlene McCulloch
Michael & Debra McMullen
Ramesh Mehta
Eleanor Cassels
Heather Mian
Penny Miller
Louise Mitchell
Gary Mittermayr
Dr. & Mrs. M. Mollot
Charlene Morrow
Lynne Moss
D. Munro
Derek Murray
Charlotte Murrell
Sheryl Muzyk
Jane Nattrass
Laurie Nealin
Lillian Neaman
Maria & Joel Neufeld
Lesley Newsham
Duane Nicol
Barbara Nicolson
Karen O’Brien
Patrick & Sherry O’Connor
Arun & Durga Ogale
Warren Oliver‡
Marilyn Onisko
Irene Onuch
Francie Palmer
Sasha Petrie
Bev Phillips
Louise Plamondon
Edna Poulter
Ms. Michelle Powder
Arlene Prasek
Donald & Connie Price
Manfred Poch
Beth Proven
Karen Psooy-Morcilla
Gail L. Purcell
Gerry Pyle
Tammy Rabkin
Vivian E. Rachlis
Jake & Patricia Reimer
Huguette Rempel
Dolores Rintoul‡
Daniel Robert & Chantale Gobeil
Darlene Ronald
Cheryl Russell
R. S. Cunha Dental Corp‡
Edward Sanwell
Lenore Sapach
Bonita Schellenberg & Rick Kotaska
Diane Schurek
Margaret Schurek
Marilyn & Jon Seguire
Irka Semaniuk
Lynn Shead
Ms. Pat Shklanka
Debra Shnider‡
Sydney Shore & Wayne Sharpe
Debbie Shymko
Margaret Silverthorne
Donald Smith‡
Lillian Smith
Muriel Smith

S U P P O RT E RS



Justin Fry and Eric Miracle in King James. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT

★★★★ 
“Both actors are in top form”  

– free press
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Glen Smyth
Jack & Laurie Solomon
Mrs. J. Sprange
E. Steeg
Gerri Stemler
Darlene Stepanik
Nancy Stewart
Wally Stewart & Lori Tighe
Cynthia Stutski
Chris Sunde
Anita Tait
Brett Taylor
Ross & Bette-Jayne Taylor
Valerie Tessier
Robert & Catherine Thiessen
Linda Thomas
Dwight Till
Margaret Tobin
Lynda Trono
Mary Troszko
Mrs. Heather Tymoschuk
Jason Wagner
Elaine Walker
Grant & Sandy Watson
Shawn Watters
David & Mary Anne Welham
Lori Wiebe
Meagan Wiebe‡
Les & Terry Wiens
Antoinette Wildman‡
Dorcas & Kirk Windsor
Evelyn Witwicki
Karin Woods
Grant & Sheila Woods
Margaret & Paul Wright
Frank & Barbara Wynes
Al Shpeller & Karen Yamron-Shpeller
21 Anonymous

$20-99

Mary-Anna Aaldyk-Doerksen
Darlene Ager
Rose Anderson
Josie Audino
Eugene Bacon
Irene Baird
Wilma Bamburak
Ron Banman
Ms. June Bari
Jo-Anne Baribeau
April Barker
Beth Barkley
Judith M. Bartlett
Wolfgang Baun
Fred Beckwith
Asher & Gertie Begleiter
Diane Benson
Norma Bergen
Valerie & Glen Bergeron

Susan Billinkoff
Kendall & Deborah Bingeman
Kelly Black & Sheila Curry
Helen Blackmore
Brian & Joan Blakley
Esther Blum
Evelyn Boak
Marilyn Bouw
Terry Bowles
Ruth Boyes
Ms. Briar Boyko
Heather Bristow
Eldon Brown
C. Brownlee
Lisa Bruce
Pauline Campbell
Beverley Cann
Jody Chalmers & Monique Perro‡
Kim Chapman
Patricia Charad
Hy & Pat Cohen Fund
Dawn Colby
Lois Coleman Neufeld
Heather Collingridge
Emmet Collins
Barbara Connell
Graham & Linda Connor
Susan Cormack‡
Christopher Cottick
Anna & Bob Coulter
June Cowan
Marsha Cowan
Carole Craig
Holly Cumming
M. Curle
Linda Demers
Kathy Devigne
Patrick Dewarle
Stan Diachun
Thomas HJ Donnelly
Ron Dupas
Roberta Dyck
Sharon Eadie
Barbara & David Ediger‡
Joyce Edmonds
Margaret E. Ellis
Colleen Enns
Connie Epp
Eileen Ewanchuk
Reynold & Anne Fast
Jennifer Faulder
Janet Fleishman
Sandra Foater
Daryl Ford
Jill Fox
Jack Fraser
Shirley Fromson
Roberta Galbraith
Aileen Garrett
Liz Gauthier

Ms. Andrea Geary
Alexandra Gerow
Diana Gibson
Ellen Gilbert
Lynne Gobert
Shirley Godkin
Robert Gregoire‡
Jan Greig
Patricia Griffith
Jeremy Guenette
Jon Gunn & Karen Geller
Lisa Habermehl
Ann Hanks
F. Hanlon
Janine Hargreaves
Shannon Hargreaves
Glenn Harrison
Reid Harrison
Susan Harrison
Elizabeth Hatherell
Patty Hawkins
Megan Heke
Susan Hendricks
Coral Hetherington
Marge & Art Hildebrand
Nancy Hnatiuk
Diane Holding
Richard & Karen Howell
Stella Hryniuk
Aileen Hunt & George Lamont‡
Debbora Hurrell
Roberta Hurtig
Jaci Hutsebaut
Harry Ingleby
Alice Inniss
Ivana Islic
Bob & Vi Jacob
Cheryl Jerome
Bev Jones
Jeanne Kaye‡
Susan A Kenny
Valerie Key
Jennifer Kjartanson
Leslie Klass
Corrine Klassen
Diane & Richard Koreen‡
Kristie Kornelsen
Sheri Kovacs
Nancy Krueger
Margaret Kustra
Heather Kyle
Steve Lavergne
Heather Leonoff
Susanne Leslie‡
Becky Lett‡
Barbara Lillie
Wendell Lind
Donna Little
G. Loewen
Ms. Tracy E. Love

Jan Lowe
Ms. Joanne MacDonald
Allison MacHutchon
Margot MacInnes‡
Arlene MacLeod
Martha Main
Michael Mainman
B. Makodanski
Lori-Jean Manness
Dale & Gina Marciski
Jane Markesteyn
Carol Markiewich
C Matthes
Richard McCorrister
Bryne & Doreen McKay
Doug McKeag
Ms. Pamela McKechnie
Ms. Judy McLean
Janice McManes
Linda McNaughton
Mrs. Laurie McPherson
Lesley McTavish
Andrew & Pat Miles‡
Lin Milne
Paige Monzon
Allison Moore‡
Gerard & Denise Moore
Teryl Moore
Devon More
Mary Ann Mork
Declan Moulden
Susan Munroe
Gordon & Marilyn Mutter
Brenda Neabel Turbett
Shelby Neill
Cristabel Nett
Joann Newton
Shirley Nicholson
Judy Oderkirk
Brian Ormonde
Miss Amy Outingdyke
Alan & Norma Owens
Marlene Parnell‡
Craig Patterson‡
Valerie Paul
Bonnie Pelczar
Claire Peltz & Terry Miller
Jeremy Peters-Fransen‡
Wendy Peterson
Katherine Pokrant
Carolyn Porhownik
Mary Ann Porter
Lorraine Prokopchuk
Steffie Prydun
Helen Pymar
Adam Rac
Debbie Radi
Diane Ramsey
Candace & Adam Rea‡
J. A. Riddell

Brian Ridler
Dr. Leonard Rivard
Danielle Robidoux
V. Rosolowich
Jay Ross
Jean M. Roth
Kat & Nat Rother
Iris Rountree
Chris Salstrom‡
Elspeth Sangster
Diana Sawchuk
Jessie Sawicz
Heather-Lynn Schaub
Carolyn Schellenberg
Rick & Sara Jane Schmidt
Werner & Mary Schulz
Mrs. Haanita Seval
Dr. Marvin & Emily Shane
Raymonde Shaw
Rob Shaw
Ms. Alana Shewchuk
Henry & Connie Shyka
Jill Sigurdson
Diane Silverthorne
Bryna Skelly
H A Skene
Helen Slotnikov
Don Smith
Mrs. Lorraine Smith
Cindy Smyth
Cindy Sokolowski
Peter & Mary Somers
Peter & Geri Spencer
Donni Stern
Ursula Stetter
Lea Stirling
Ray Strachan
Dr. Donna Sutherland
Ruth Swan
Joanne Tait
Mrs. Lilian Tankard
Colleen & Gord Taylor
Peter & Sharon Taylor
Rosalie Tennison
Shirley Teranishi
Lesley Thomson
William & Sheila Tiessen
Barbara Tisdale
Alex Todd
Grace Tokle
Heather Tole
Dawn Tomchak
Kerri Tomy
Margaret Treble
Edith Treller
Lina Trudeau
Jackie Van Winkle†‡
Andrea Villeneuve
Marilyn Wade
Rob Walger
Ann & Richard Walker
Ian Walker
Veralyn Warkentin
Nicole Watson & Greg Fleetwood
Mary-Ellen Wayne
Mikayla West
Robert & Linda L. Wickstrom
Denise Widmeyer
Terence Wiebe
Helen Wieler
P. Williams
Denise Wohlgemut
Debbie Woodfine
Mary Woods
Ken Yost
Debra Young
Catherine Zahradka
Nikki Zloty
Joanne Zuk
31 Anonymous

S U P P O RT E RS

Cast of Indecent.  
PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT



*2024/25 Royal MTC Board of Trustees/Advisory Board members      †2024/25 Royal MTC staff      ‡Monthly Donors/Drama Club      §Fondly remembered

annual report 2024/25	 Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre	 31

sponsors

The Asper Family Foundation
The Gail Asper Family Foundation
The Asper Foundation
Bell MTS
Birchwood Lexus
BMO Financial Group
Canada Life
CIBC Imperial Markets
Exchange Distict Biz
Fillmore Riley LLP
Free Press
GFL Environmental
Global Drain Technologies
HUB International
IG Wealth Management
JEM Insurance
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
Jones & Co Wine Merchants
Lawton Partners
Lawyers Financial
Liquor Mart
Manitoba Bar Association
Manitoba Public Insurance
The North West Company
Richardson Foundation
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
Tanchak Wealth Management 

Group
Taylor McCaffrey LLP
TD Bank Group
Torque Brewing
University of Manitoba – Faculty 

of Law
Marcel Van Woensel
Westgate Enterprises Ltd.

corporate 
Director’s Circle

$25,000+

Johnston Group Inc.
Richardson Foundation

$5,000–9,999

Cambrian Credit Union
Maxim Truck & Trailer – Doug 

Harvey & Jan Shute

$3,000–4,999

Maple Leaf Construction Ltd.

$1,200–2,999

Domo Gasoline Corporation Ltd., 
Kate M. Everett, President

IATSE Local 856
Manitoba’s Credit Unions
Pollard Banknote Limited
Qualico

corporate  
company circle

$600–1,199

Mid West Packaging Limited
Premier Printing Ltd.

$150–299

Patill/St. James Insurance

founders’ Circle

John Hirsch and Tom Hendry 
shared a dream of creating 
great professional theatre 
with mass appeal. With the  
visionary support of Founders’  
Circle members – those who 
have made a planned gift 
to Royal MTC – their dream 
will live on for generations 
to come. Thank you to our 
Founders’ Circle members.

Wayne & Lee Anderson
Gail Asper, OC, OM, LLD*
Zdzislaw (Zaz) Bajon & Patricia 

Hunter
Mariam Bernstein
Marjorie & Morley§ Blankstein
Duane§ & Pauline Braun
Doneta Brotchie, CM* & 

Harry Brotchie
Ken§ & Denise Brown
David & Lianne Carefoot
Len & Heather Cariou
Terri Cherniack & Steven Schipper, 

CM, OM
Jennifer Cheslock & George Buri
David Christianson & Vera 

Steinberger
David* & Barbara Christie
Gerry* & Chris Couture
D. J. Cowan
Hugh B. Cowan
Kerry Dangerfield*
Laurie Lam & Larry Desrochers
Glen* & Joan Dyrda
Robert & Florence Eastwood
Don & Elfie Elias
Bill§ & Gayle Fischer
Edward Fisher & Lyse Rémillard
Anthony* & Jennifer Fletcher
Jack Fraser
James Gibbs§

Sandy & Rheal Gousseau
Rita Gunn§ & Gregory Mason
John* & Nicola Guttormson
Ahava Halpern & Frank Lavitt
Linda Hamilton & Grange Morrow
Sharon Hamilton
Gary Hannaford* & Cathy Rushton
Ted§ & Gail Hechter
Elaine Heinicke§

Camilla Holland
Shawn Hughes & Bruno Koehn
June§ & Bob Jackson Fund for the 

Performing Arts
Maureen E. Jay
Andrew & Wendy Jensen
David & Diane Johnston
Dr. Leonard & Hope§ Kahane
Janis Kaminsky
Jason Kasper
John Kearsey
Gordon & Anne Keatch§

Rob Kennedy & Claudette Leclerc
Serena Helen Kraayeveld
Leona J. MacDonald
Cheryl Johannson§ & Michael 

Mainman
Mark & Gloria Mancini
Virginia Martin§

Peggy Barker & Ron McKinnon§

Jim* & Penny McLandress
Barb Melnychuk
Bob & Pat Migliore
Jeffrey Morton*
Ken & Sharon Mould

Dr. Liam Murphy§

Robb & Heather Paterson
Chris Pearce
Scott Penner
Gina & John C. Petersmeyer
Drs. Bill Pope & Elizabeth 

Tippett-Pope
K. Heather Power & Harold Klause
Margaret Redmond* & Greg Gillis
Marlene Reiss & Perry Rose
Joan D. Richardson
Jean Riggall
Michelle Rowan
Michael T. Ruta
Sharon Ryman
Susan Skinner*
Kevin Hines & Shelly Smith-Hines
Bill & Laurie* Speers
Deborah Spracklin
Joan Stephens
Joanne Tait
Suzanne Ullyot
Lionel & Lorraine Wiens
Margaret§ & Alfred Wikjord
Richard L. Yaffe & John A. Statham§

Brenda Zaporzan§

3 Anonymous

tribute gifts

In honour of Antonio Buccini 
Paul & Heather Grower
A Son’s tribute to Berdie & Irvin 

Cohen
In honour of Shira Cohen & 

 Stuart Slayen
Sharna Searle
In honour of Neil Dalrymple & 

Gerhard Thiessen
Anonymous
In memory of Erik de Waal 
Heather Sandilands
In honour of Camilla Holland 
Katrina Dunn
In memory of Kathleen &  

Ed Jorgenson 
Sharon & Don Eadie
In memory of Ryan Kraemer 
Tracy Love
In memory of Carole Kurdydyk 
Stephen & Casey Challes
Judy Doctoroff
Sheila & Ron Snider
In honour of Carolyn Lehn
Pauline Haalboom 
In memory of Dave Ling
Tim Preston
In memory of Ron McKinnon 
Ruth Denham
Barbara Kendel
Tracy Love
Peggy Barker
Elsie & Peter Douglas
Ron & Sheila Snider
Ross Taylor
Nicole & Larry Woodley
In memory of Rick McNair 
Tod & Anne Christianson 
In memory of Sherry O’Connor 
Patrick O’Connor
Marym & Izzy Peltz Fund – Jewish 

Foundation of Manitoba
In memory of Gene Pyrz
Ruth Luff
In honour of Pamela Schlamp 
J Halliburton

In memory of Sybil Shack for the 
benefit of MTC

In memory of Izzy Shore 
Hy Kraitberg & Terri Slotnick
Ann McLean
In memory of my Treasured 

Brother, John 
Alex Todd
In honour of Marcel Van Woensel 
Paul & Heather Grower
In honour of Flo Wiens 
Sara Cherrywood & Colin Wiens 

endowment fund

Many thanks to the gener-
osity of our supporters who 
gave to the Royal Manitoba 
Theatre Centre Endowment 
– Steven Schipper Fund 
through a gift or pledge pay-
ment between June 1, 2024 
and May 31, 2025. Amounts 
are cumulative.

$5,000,000+

Government of Canada/ 
Gouvernement du Canada

Canadian Heritage/ 
Patrimoine canadien

$100,000–249,999

Manitoba Theatre Centre 
Volunteer Corps of Ushers

The Leigh & Liam Murphy Family 
Fund

Henriette Ricou & Jure Manfreda

$25,000–49,999

Susan Glass & Arni Thorsteinson
Drs. Ken & Sharon Mould
Terracon Development Ltd.

$10,000–24,999

Don & Sheila Katz
Susan & Keith Knox
Garry Markham
Peggy Barker & Ron McKinnon§

Norma Anne Padilla
L. Blair Philpott & Tom Kynman

$5,000–9,999

Margaret Caie
Pam & Andrew Cooke
Gina O’Connor & John C. 

Petersmeyer
Marlene Reiss & Perry Rose
Barbara Scheuneman
Elaine Toms
Dr. Dorothy Y. Young
2 Anonymous

$2,500–4,999

Don & Cheryl Breakey
Carol Budnick
Rita & Don Campbell
Roberta Dyck
David & Ewhenia Gnutel
John & Margaret Graham
Jean & Lisa Neron

$1,000–2,499

Ron & Joan Boyd
Art & Donna Chow
Teresa A. Hay
Jordan Janisse & Teresa Cooper
Estelle Meyers
Paul & Elaine Neelon
Edna Poulter
W. & N. Rennie
Jim & Susan Shaw
Howie & Sue Simpson
Geri & Peter Spencer
Deborah Spracklin
Anonymous

$500–999

Helene Dyck
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Kisil
Bob & Pat Migliore
Marlene Mortimer
Ivor & Lorna Schledewitz
Bryce & Jenna Simes
Gabor Vamos & Brenda Silver

UP TO $499

Ingrid Bolbecher
Tara Campbell
Adam & Tara Klaponski
Elliot Leven
Mary-Anne Lovallo
Jacqueline L. Melnyk
Theresa Oye
Edward Fisher & Lyse Rémillard
William Shepherd
2 Anonymous

S U P P O RT E RS

Final Bow
The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre honours the passing 
of those dear to our theatre — people who’ve made a 
lasting commitment to this ephemeral art form.

Louis Gagné, MTC Layout Carpenter 
Yude Henteleff, Advisory Council Member, former member 

of MTC Board of Trustees 
Ryan Kraemer, Fringe volunteer
Ron McKinnon, Founders’ Circle Member, long-time 

supporter, MTC & Fringe volunteer
Hans Miller, MTC volunteer
Catharine Phillipson, Fringe volunteer
Izzy Shore, long-time supporter
Murray W Vint, long-time supporter
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Honorary Members
Her Honour, Lt. Governor Anita R. Neville
The Honourable Wab Kinew, Premier of Manitoba
His Worship, Mayor Scott Gillingham

Executive Officers
John Guttormson, Co-Chair
Laurie Speers, Co-Chair
Jocelyne Prefontaine, Secretary
David Kroft, Chair-Elect, Governance & Strategic Planning 

Committee Chair 
Nalini Reddy, Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access  

Committee Chair
Loren Remillard, Nominating Committee Chair
Geeta Tucker, Treasurer & Organizational Performance 

Committee Chair
Claire Workman, Resource Development Committee Chair

Trustees
Emily Burt
Blair Doell
Brad Favel
Jessica Floresco
Katherine Fox
Susan Freig

David Lalama
Katrina Lee-Kwen
Linda McGarva-Cohen 
Sudhir Sandhu  
Nicole Zajac

Advisory Council
John Guttormson, Chair
Gail Asper
Doneta Brotchie, CM
Angus Campbell
David Christie
Gerry Couture
Kerry Dangerfield
Hy Dashevsky
Glen Dyrda, FCA
Anthony C. Fletcher
Jean Giguere
Charron Hamilton
Gary Hannaford, FCA
Ken Houssin

Colin R. MacArthur, KC
Patrick J. Matthews
Jim McLandress
Jeffrey Morton, FCA
Hon. Jack Murta
Lillian Neaman
Lawrence Prout
Jeff Quinton
Patricia Rabson
Margaret Redmond
Susan Skinner
Al Snyder
Maureen Watchorn

Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival Advisory 
Council
Katherine Fox, Chair
Kerry Dangerfield
Dr. Linda Hamilton
Hope McIntyre
Brad Regehr

STA F F

STAFF
Accounting/Finance
Carlos Betonio, Payroll Coordinator
Misty Bromley, CPA, CGA, Director of Finance
Carol Ellis, CPA, CMA, Director of Finance*
Kim Friesen, Payroll Administrator*
Christina Smith, Accountant

Administration
Kurt Brown, HR Generalist
Camilla Holland, Executive Director*
Evan Klassen, Executive Director
Kathrin Moncaster, IT Manager

Artistic
Melissa Langdon, Artistic Associate
Isabelle Ly, Producer
Ian Ross, Program Director, Pimootayowin Creators Circle
Kelly Thornton, Artistic Director
Charlene Van Buekenhout, Apprentice Producer*†
Leslie Watson, Company Manager

Box Office
Meaghan Fletcher, Box Office Manager
Box Office Representatives: Sharon Bunn, Jane Hunter, 

Alora Kempthorne, Shayla Meeroff, Daniel Mitchell,  
Sean Piche, Christina Reuther, Carolin Schroeder,  
Tatiana Tuazon, Katie Welham

Carpentry (John Hirsch Mainstage)
Louis Gagné, Layout Carpenter§

Chris Hadley, Layout Carpenter
Brent Letain, Master Carpenter
Chris Seida, Scenic Carpenter

Development
Kristine Betker, Interim Director of Development*
Patrick Hanan, Development Database Specialist
Brendan McKeen, Individual Giving Manager
Melissa Novecosky, Director of Development*
Stephanie Porrior, Event Coordinator
Heidi Struck, Director of Development

Community Engagement & Audience 
Development
Colleen Hrabi, Director of Community Engagement & 

Audience Development
Janice Marple, Volunteer Manager
Cole Reuther, Front of House Manager
Assistant Front of House Managers: Julia Cirillo, Trish Cooper, 

Vanessa Gates, Alanna McPherson, Daniel Mitchell
Front of House Staff: Rachel Baziuk, Renelle Chartier, 

Meagan Chrest, Rylen De Vries, Chael Donald,  
Cassidy Groening, Darrah Horobetz, Joanna Houston, 
Christine Leslie, Kimmy Martin, Ross McMillan,  
Lauren Minaker, Christina Reid, Eve Ross Moore,  
Odeah Roy, Cobi Winston

Maintenance
Chris Fletcher, Building Manager
Wayne Santos, Assistant Building Manager*

Marketing & Communications
Rachelle Blatta, Communications & Social Media Manager
Ksenia Broda-Milian, Education and Enrichment Manager
Sue Caughlin, Marketing & Communications Manager
Katie Inverarity, Director of Marketing & Communications*
Desiree La Vallee, Ticketing Application Specialist
Savannah Lillies, Marketing & Communications Coordinator
Jocelyn Unrau, Director of Marketing & Communications

Paint
Shauna Jones, Assistant Head Scenic Artist
Carla Schroeder, Head Scenic Artist

Production
Christine Corthey, Production Associate
Ian Kirk, Production Driver
Allison Loat, Director of Production
Russell Martin, Director of Production*
Donnie Osler, Technical Director
Alex Sinclair, Assistant Production Manager
Steven Vande Vyvere, Assistant Technical Director

Properties
Khaeler Bautista, Props Builder
Zoë Leclerc-Kennedy, Assistant Head of Props & Buyer
Jamie Plummer, Head of Props

Stage Crew
Kayla McSwain, Head of Wardrobe (Stage)
Claude Robert, Head Electrician
Jessica Rose, Head of Audio
Liam Shattuck, Head Stage Hand
Chris Thomson, Head Carpenter

Tom Hendry Warehouse
Tim Clark, Head of Sound
Evan King, Head Electrician
Ryan Spracklin, Master Carpenter
Fisher Wohlgemut, Head Electrician*

Wardrobe
Thora Lamont, Lead Cutter
Martha Schram, Wardrobe 1st Hand
Heather Thorleifson, Associate Head of Wardrobe
Jackie Van Winkle, Head of Wardrobe

Wigs
Beverley Covert, Head of Wigs/Make-Up
Nico Pielou, Interim Head of Wigs

Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival
Chuck McEwen, Executive Producer
Tori Popp, Festival Manager

Honorary Staff
Zaz Bajon, General Manager Emeritus
Steven Schipper, CM, OM, Artistic Director Emeritus

PHOTO BY DAVE SWIECICKI

*Denotes past employee      †Apprentice Partner: Canada’s National Arts Centre      §Fondly Remembered



F I N A N C I A L S

Statement of Financial Position AS AT MAY 31, 2025

OPERATING 
FUND

CAPITAL 
REPLACEMENT 

FUND

THEATRE 
DEVELOPMENT 

FUND

STABILIZATION 
FUND

SCHOLARSHIP 
TRUST FUND

2025 
TOTAL

2024 
TOTAL

ASSETS
CURRENT

Cash and cash equivalents  3,938,261 — — —  122,205  4,060,466  3,622,881 
Accounts and grants receivable  1,299,745 — — — —  1,299,745  1,398,842 
Due from MTC Foundation  54,134 — — —   —  54,134 —
Prepaid expenses  461,130 — — — —  461,130  563,364 
Due to/(from) funds  (1,896,087)  332,233  110,269  1,476,385  (22,800) — —

 3,857,183  332,233  110,269  1,476,385  99,405  5,875,475  5,585,086 

CAPITAL ASSETS —  1,892,917 — — —  1,892,917  1,752,530 

 3,857,183  2,225,150  110,269  1,476,385  99,405  7,768,392  7,337,616 

LIABILITIES
CURRENT

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  597,137 — — — —  597,137  516,628 
Deferred revenue  3,260,046 — — — —  3,260,046  3,073,460 

 3,857,183 — — — —  3,857,183  3,590,088 

DEFERRED CONTRIBUTIONS 
RELATED TO CAPITAL ASSETS —  2,076,847 — — —  2,076,847  1,923,969 

DEFERRED CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR SCHOLARSHIPS — — — —  99,405  99,405  81,599 

 3,857,183  2,076,847 — —  99,405  6,033,435  5,595,656 

NET ASSETS

Internally restricted — —  110,269 — —  110,269  131,939 
Invested in capital assets —  148,303 — — —  148,303  173,400 
Unrestricted — — —  1,476,385 —  1,476,385  1,436,621 

—  148,303  110,269  1,476,385 —  1,734,957  1,741,960 

 3,857,183  2,225,150  110,269  1,476,385  99,405  7,768,392  7,337,616 

Statement of Operations & Changes in Net Assets AS AT MAY 31, 2025

OPERATING 
FUND

CAPITAL 
REPLACEMENT 

FUND

THEATRE 
DEVELOPMENT 

FUND

STABILIZATION 
FUND

SCHOLARSHIP 
TRUST FUND

2025 
TOTAL

2024  
TOTAL

Revenue  11,234,340  233,028 — —  32,800  11,500,168  12,256,693 
Expenses  11,124,576  258,123  91,670 —  32,800  11,507,169  12,284,872 
EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF 

REVENUE OVER EXPENSES  109,764  (25,095)  (91,670) — —  (7,001)  (28,179)

Net assets, beginning of year —  173,398  131,939  1,436,621 —  1,741,958  1,770,137 
Interfund transfers  (109,764) —  70,000  39,764 —  — —    
Net assets, end of year —   148,303  110,269  1,476,385 —  1,734,957  1,741,958 
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S U P P O RT I N G  PA RT N E RS

CORE FUNDERS

SEASON MEDIA SPONSOR

2024 WINNIPEG FRINGE THEATRE FESTIVAL

REGIONAL TOUR

LAWYERS PLAY

CAPITAL ASSISTANCE

DESIGN SPONSOR SUPPORTING SPONSORS

BLACK & WHITE BALL

JOHN HIRSCH MAINSTAGE PRODUCTION SPONSORSTOM HENDRY WAREHOUSE SEASON SPONSOR EXCLUSIVE PRODUCTION SUPPORTER
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“A clarion call for compassion 

to all those still engulfed by 
the flames of fear.” 

 – free press

Catherine Wreford and Gregory Prest 
in Casey and Diana.  PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT
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