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Kelly Thornton

Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre is proud to call Manitoba home. Royal MTC is located in 
Winnipeg on Treaty 1, the traditional territory of the Anishinaabeg, Cree, Anishininew and 
Dakota people, and the National Homeland of the Red River Métis. We are thankful for the 
benefits sharing this land has afforded us, acknowledge the responsibilities of the Treaties, 
and embrace the opportunity to partner with Indigenous communities in the spirit of 
reconciliation and collaboration. 

Welcome to the theatre! This is our final show 

of the season, and I am so grateful to you for 

being here. We come together to sit in the dark 

and share stories, to laugh, cry and be inspired. 

Theatre builds connection, and it has been a 

powerful season of remarkable plays that hope-

fully have brought us closer together.

Today we are thrilled to bring you the world premiere 

of Dave McLeod’s ELEVATE: Manaaji’idiwin. 

Developed in the Pimootayowin Creators Circle, led 

by Governor General Award-winning playwright Ian 

Ross, Dave’s play is a provocative and funny portrait 

of two men at a crossroads, who find themselves 

together in a chance meeting in an elevator. 

Manaaji’idiwin, is an Anishinaabemowin word that means ‘to go easy on someone, in a 

reciprocal way’ commonly referred to as Respect, in the Seven Grandfather Teachings. 

As a playwright, Dave calls this a ‘reconciliation play’ with the elevator used as a 

metaphor for the space we must navigate together. The most significant tool the play-

wright utilizes to tell this story is laughter. Laughter is medicine and unites us all. This 

play asks us to see ourselves, to hold space for each other and to heal together. 

I am grateful to Ian Ross, Melissa Langdon and our Director Herbie Barnes who lovingly 

supported Dave in shepherding this play to the stage, and to all of you for joining us. 

Miigwech, Ekosani, Maarsi, Merci and Thank You. 

Enjoy the show!



A.C.T.  American Conservatory Theater • San Francisco, CA
Arts Club  Arts Club Theatre Company • Vancouver, BC
ATF  Atlantic Theatre Festival • Wolfville, NS
ATP  Alberta Theatre Projects • Calgary, AB
BAM  Brooklyn Academy of Music • NYC
Bard on the Beach  Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival • 

Vancouver, BC
Belfry  The Belfry Theatre • Victoria, BC
Blyth  Blyth Theatre Festival • Blyth, ON
Broadway  Theatre district • New York, NY
CBC  Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
Centaur  Centaur Theatre Company • Montreal, QC
Citadel  The Citadel Theatre • Edmonton, AB
COC  Canadian Opera Company • Toronto, ON
CS  Canadian Stage • Toronto, ON
Dora  Dora Mavor Moore Award • Toronto, ON
Drayton  Drayton Entertainment • Ontario
Dry Cold  Dry Cold Productions • Winnipeg, MB
Factory  Factory Theatre • Toronto, ON
GCTC  The Great Canadian Theatre Company • Ottawa, ON
Grand  The Grand Theatre • London, ON
HGJT  Harold Green Jewish Theatre Company • Toronto, ON
Mirvish  Mirvish Productions • Toronto, ON
Moving Target  Moving Target Theatre Company • Winnipeg, MB
MTYP  Manitoba Theatre for Young People • Winnipeg, MB
NAC  National Arts Centre • Ottawa, ON
Necessary Angel  Necessary Angel Theatre Company • Toronto, ON
Neptune  Neptune Theatre • Halifax, NS
NFB  National Film Board of Canada
NTS  National Theatre School of Canada • Montreal, QC
Persephone  Persephone Theatre • Saskatoon, SK
PTAM  Popular Theatre Alliance of Manitoba • Winnipeg, MB
PTE  Prairie Theatre Exchange • Winnipeg, MB

Rainbow  Rainbow Stage • Winnipeg, MB
RNT  Royal National Theatre • London, England
Royal Alex  The Royal Alexandra Theatre • Toronto, ON
RSC  Royal Shakespeare Company • Stratford-upon-Avon, England
RWB  Royal Winnipeg Ballet • Winnipeg, MB
Sarasvàti  Sarasvàti Productions • Winnipeg, MB
Segal  The Segal Centre for Performing Arts • Montreal, QC
Shaw  Shaw Festival • Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON
SIR  Shakespeare in the Ruins • Winnipeg, MB
Soulpepper  Soulpepper Theatre Company • Toronto, ON
Stratford  Stratford Festival • Stratford, ON
SummerWorks  SummerWorks Theatre Festival • Toronto, ON
TA  Theatre Aquarius • Hamilton, ON
Tarragon  Tarragon Theatre • Toronto, ON
TBTR  Theatre by the River • Winnipeg, MB
TC  Theatre Calgary • Calgary, AB
TiFT  Talk is Free Theatre • Barrie, ON
TNB  Theatre New Brunswick • Fredericton, NB
Toronto Free  Toronto Free Theatre • Toronto, ON
TPM  Theatre Projects Manitoba • Winnipeg, MB
TSO  Toronto Symphony Orchestra
U of M  University of Manitoba
U of T  University of Toronto
U of W  University of Winnipeg
ViC  The Village Conservatory for Music Theatre • Winnipeg, MB
VP  Vancouver Playhouse Theatre Company • Vancouver, BC
West End  Theatre district • London, England
WCT  Western Canada Theatre • Kamloops, BC
WJT  Winnipeg Jewish Theatre
WSO  Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra
WST  Winnipeg Studio Theatre
YPT  Young People’s Theatre • Toronto, ON
zone41  zone41 theatre • Winnipeg, MB

Ushers • Royal MTC’s loyal volunteer ushers are avail-
able at every performance to assist patrons.
Latecomers • Latecomers will be seated at the discre-
tion of the House Manager.
Courtesy to others • Talking, candy wrappers and 
coughing are distracting to fellow patrons and actors. 
We ask each patron to please keep noise to a minimum 
during a performance. Thank you for your cooperation.
Scents and Allergies • A number of Royal MTC 
patrons have expressed concerns regarding medical 
reactions caused by scented products, so much so that 
they can’t enjoy the show. Please consider others before 
using items such as colognes, perfumes and hairspray. 
Your thoughtfulness is appreciated.

Hearing enhancement • FM Listening Devices are 
available free of charge in the lobby at the John Hirsch 
Mainstage and Tom Hendry Warehouse. Please see the 
House Manager for details.
Prohibited • The use of cameras and recording devices 
is strictly prohibited. Mobile devices must be turned off. 
To be contacted in an emergency, leave your name and 
seat number with the House Manager.
Warnings • On occasion, Royal MTC’s productions may 
contain script-specific smoking of non-tobacco products, 
special effects and language/content warnings. For 
more information on specific productions, please visit 
royalmtc.ca.
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Canadian Actors’ Equity Association.
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        APR 23 - MAY 17, 2025

ELEVATE: MANAAJI'IDIWIN
By David McLeod I Directed by Herbie Barnes

Taylor McCaffrey is proud to be the opening night sponsor of Royal MTC
and gratefully acknowledges the rich contribution made by Manitoba’s
Arts Community to our province.

www.tmlawyers.com
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Life of Pi
Based on the novel by Yann Martel 
Adapted by Lolita Chakrabarti
In partnership with Citadel Theatre
oct 15–nov 8, 2025 

Elf – The Musical
Book by Thomas Meehan and Bob Martin 
Music by Matthew Sklar 
Lyrics by Chad Beguelin
Based upon the New Line Cinema film 
written by David Berenbaum 
nov 25–dec 20, 2025

Agatha Christie’s 
Murder on the Orient Express 
Adapted for the stage by  
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In partnership with Citadel Theatre
jan 14–feb 7, 2026 

Royal MTC presents A Crow’s Theatre 
Production
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feb 18–mar 14, 2026 

The Last Wife
By Kate Hennig
mar 25–apr 18, 2026 

Rubaboo–A Métis Cabaret
By Andrea Menard
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  TOM HENDRY WAREHOUSE
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Wonderful Joe
By Ronnie Burkett
oct 7–26, 2025 

A Number
By Caryl Churchill
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Holland
By Trish Cooper
In partnership with Theatre Projects 
Manitoba 
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In the Shadow Beyond the Pines
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mar 11–28, 2026 

> Save money
> Flexible exchanges
> 15% off single tickets

> FREE Payment Plans
> Exclusive discounts

for restaurants &
more
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Bene ts
In addition to experiencing 10 
world-class productions, being a 
subscriber has many perks:

What subscribers are saying:

“This season has been spectacular!”
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resembled a play – it would not exist 
without them.

ELEVATE’s story is rooted in an actual 
experience I had several years ago. I 
entered an office tower in Winnipeg to 
visit a friend. While standing in a full 
elevator on the ground floor, a security 
guard rushed in and asked, “Where do 
you think you’re going? Out!” I thought, 
someone must be in trouble. Then I 
realized he was addressing me? It was 
embarrassing, being taken out of the 
elevator and being escorted to the exit. 
This simple act is at the very root of the 
play.

There are so many people to thank who 
helped develop this play, particularly 
the wonderful team at Royal MTC (Kelly, 
Herbie, Melissa, Kevin, Nolan). Special 
thanks to Niigaan Sinclair, Dené Sinclair, 
Isaac Murdoch, Dennis Chartrand, 
Shelley MacDougall and Jeneda Benally. 
It is truly an honour to have my play 
produced within this beautiful theatre 
with its many dedicated individuals. 

Lastly, thank you for being here. When 
I first entered the theatre, it was very 
surreal. Now it is especially so real. 

Chi Miigwetch  

Playwright’s 
Notes BY DAVID MCLEOD

One major element of Indigenous 
humour is teasing, often adjacent with 
extreme truth-telling. This action often 
transcends difficult situations. I hoped 
to stretch this element of Indigenous 
philosophy like a thin red thread 
throughout the play, allowing it to 
stitch scenes together where laughter 
connects with pain, loss and, most 
importantly, self-discovery. The elevator 
scenario places two individuals within 
a pressure cooker situation, where two 
characters ultimately have no choice but 
to face and witness each other’s truth. 
I hope this translates towards a sacred 
place sometimes called reconciliation. 

Humour was always part of my family 
growing up; I’d often listen to relatives 
joke about tough situations often to mini-
mize them. Over the years, I’ve learned 
that humour is directly connected to 
Indigenous resilience.

ELEVATE: Manaaji' idiwin exists because 
of MTC’s Pimootayowin Creators Circle, 
led by Governor General Award-winning 
playwright Ian Ross. The program 
brought several aspiring writers together 
to try our hand at playwriting. The 
word “Pimootayowin” means journey in 
Anishinaabemowin and it certainly was. 

I share much gratitude to Ian and the 
other participants of the program: Katie 
German, Lynette Bonin, Jim Compton, 
Rosanna Deerchild, Kathleen MacLean 
and Tracey Nepinak. I humbly acknowl-
edge that I entered a gifted circle and 
stepped out of it with something that 



SYNOPSIS – On their way to the 33rd floor of Steadman and Whitaker, Tallahassee 
and Jonesie are suddenly trapped in an elevator after a malfunction. Delayed for an 
important meeting about the future of the law firm, the two men, stemming from 
settler and Indigenous backgrounds, must work together to escape their predica-
ment. Tensions arise as prejudices bubble to the surface, and the shrinking space 
becomes a pressure cooker as the men struggle to get it back up and running. 
With conversations around identity, power and community emerging, Tallahassee 
and Jonesie begin to tread into dangerous territory. Will they be able to put their 
conflict aside? Like the elevator stuck between floors, their ability to escape is 
hanging in the balance.  

april/may 2025 Ovation 9

Anishinaabemowin Glossary
Aaji-a-ga-day: Mud Hen, Bottom Feeding Bird

Aako-Maagos: Stink

Ando-Mawizon: Go Pick

A-Sin-ee-Qass: Little Rock Girl

Gidi-bendaa-gos: You Belong Here

Maji-manidoo: Bad spirit

Ma-Na-Tis: Ugly

Zoogi-de-wit Awiya Mawi: Courageous People Cry

Manaaji'idiwin
“To go easy on one another 
and all of Creation.” Commonly 
referred to as Respect.

Manaaji = To go easy 
on someone

Idi = In a reciprocal way

Win = A way it is done  



**Indicated designers on this production are represented by the Associated Designers of Canada, IATSE Local ADC659
*Position funded through the Jean Murray - Moray Sinclair Theatre Apprenticeship Program

†Past Jean Murray - Moray Sinclair apprenticeship or scholarship recipient 

 Kelly Thornton, Artistic Director • Evan Klassen, Executive Director

PRESENTS
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ELEVATE: Manaaji'idiwin
By David McLeod
April 24 – May 17, 2025

preview April 23

Director / Dramaturg ..........................................................Herbie Barnes
Set Designer ..........................................................................William Layton
Costume Designer ...........................................................Amy McPherson
Lighting Designer ........................................................Scott Henderson**
Sound Designer & Composer ....................................... Jason Burnstick
Fight Director ................................................................................Rick Skene
Mural Designer ....................................................................... Peatr Thomas
Assistant Director .....................................................................Cali Sproule
Assistant Dramaturg ....................................................... Melissa Langdon
Assistant Lighting Designer .....................................Monique Gauthier
Stage Manager.............................................................Ridge Romanishen
Assistant Stage Manager ................................................. Katie Schmidt†
Apprentice Stage Manager .........................................Chance Sabados

THE CAST (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER)

Jonesie ....................................................................................... Kevin Klassen
AI Sharon ............................................................................Melissa Langdon
Tallahassee ............................................................................Nolan Moberly

ELEVATE: Manaaji'idiwin is performed without an intermission.

ELEVATE: Manaaji'idiwin was originally developed by the Royal Manitoba 
Theatre Centre through the Pimootayowin Creators Circle.

We acknowledge the following artists who contributed to the development of ELEVATE: Manaaji'idiwin:  
Graham Ashmore, Herbie Barnes, Clifford Cardinal, Gabriel Daniels, Rosanna Deerchild, Darrell Dennis, 

James Durham, Katie German, Joy Keeper, Kevin Klassen, Melissa Langdon, Nolan Moberly, Matthew Paris-Irvine, 
Alex Poch Goldin, Joshua Ranville, Ian Ross and Cynthia Wolfe-Nolin.

Special thanks: Royal MTC Board of Trustees for their financial support of the 
mural design by local Indigenous visual artist Peatr Thomas.

Production photography by Dylan Hewlett.
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Kevin Klassen
Jonesie

ROYAL MTC Recent and selected: The 
Sound of Music (with Citadel), Network 
(with Citadel), A Doll’s House, It’s a 
Wonderful Life: The Radio Play, A 
Christmas Carol, Shakespeare in Love 
(with Citadel), Sarah Ballenden, The 
Audience (with Mirvish), Chimerica (with 
CS), Alice Through the Looking-Glass, 
Romeo and Juliet, The Shunning, White 
Christmas, Bleeding Hearts, Our Town, 
The Tempest, Feelgood (with GCTC).
OTHER THEATRE Recent and selected: 
Mary Poppins (Rainbow); The Prom (Dry 
Cold); Othello (Echo/Beau/Raven); Mesa 
(PTE); Arcadia (Citadel); Antony and 
Cleopatra (SIR); Edward II (TBTR); John 
and Beatrice (TPM); Death of a Salesman 
(WJT); Peter Pan (MTYP).
FILM/TV Recent and selected: Acting 
Good, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, 
Little Bird, Burden of Truth, The Pinkertons, 
Niagara Motel.
TRAINING 2015 Citadel/Banff Professional 
Training Program; University of Winnipeg.
ET CETERA Grateful and honoured to be 
a part of this show. Love to Charlene and 
Phoebe.

Melissa Langdon
AI Sharon /  
Assistant Dramaturg

ROYAL MTC Actor: Little Women, The 
Three Musketeers; Artistic Associate; 
Assistant Director: The Mountaintop, 
Trouble in Mind (with Citadel), Orlando; 
2020/21 National Mentorship Program; 
Artistic Coordinator: Tiny Plays, Big Ideas. 

OTHER THEATRE A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, Twelfth Night, Hamlet (SIR); Voice 
(PTE); Spelling 2-5-5 (MTYP); School 
Girls; Or The African Mean Girls Play 
(Obsidian/Nightwood Theatre); Blink 
(One Trunk/W&T); Home 2.0, The Game, 
New Beginnings (Sarasvàti); O(phelia) 
(ShakespeareFest); Animosity (Winnipeg 
Fringe Theatre Festival); Time and the 
Conways, Concord Floral, Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern are Dead (U of W).
FILM Macbeth (SIR/Blackfriar).
TRAINING Bachelor of Arts Honours 
in Theatre and Film Acting from the 
University of Winnipeg.
ET CETERA Dora Award: Outstanding 
Production and Toronto Theatre Critics’ 
Choice Award: Outstanding Production 
of a Play (School Girls), Bethia Henry 
Memorial Scholarship in Theatre and 
Drama, Reg Skene Emerging Artist Award. 
Love you Matt  

Nolan Moberly
Tallahassee

ROYAL MTC First appearance.
OTHER THEATRE Tales of an Urban Indian, 
Madame Minister (TiFT); Girl Who Loved 
Her Horses (Centre for Indigenous Theatre).
TV Hitler’s Last Stand (National 
Geographic); My Lupine Life (web series).
TRAINING Centre for Indigenous Theatre; 
Weengushk Film Institute.
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David McLeod
Playwright

David McLeod is a member of Minegoziibe 
Anishinabe (Pine Creek First Nation, 
MB) with family roots also in the Métis 
village Camperville, MB. His early theatre 
experience was as an actor in Thompson 
Playhouse productions, Thompson Beer 
& Skits Nights and as a member of People 
for People, an Indigenous troupe, all 
based in Thompson, MB. In the early 
2000’s upon moving to Winnipeg, he was 
a regular in Winnipeg’s spoken word scene 
and became a member of the Winnipeg 
Indigenous Writers Collective, going on 
to win the Winnipeg Centennial Library’s 
inaugural spoken word competition. He 
became actively involved in theatre acting, 
appearing in the late Doug Nepinak’s 
Incident at Oka, Manitoba during the 
Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival as well 
as a CBC radio adaptation. He acted in 
Shakespeare In The Red, staged at Prairie 
Theatre Exchange. David performed twice 
at the CBC Winnipeg Comedy Festival 
with stand-up written by Darrell Dennis. 
David’s poetry and writing has appeared 
in anthologies: Let the Drum Be My 
Heartbeat, Prairie Fire and Manitowapow: 
Aboriginal Writings from the Land of 
Water, as well as IWC chapbooks Urban 
Cool and Bone Memory. He is truly thank-
ful for the Pimootayowin experience to 
reconnect to writing with so many talented 
people and the opportunity to learn and 
grow as a writer.

Herbie Barnes
Director / Dramaturg

ROYAL MTC First engagement.
OTHER THEATRE Directing: The Play That 
Goes Wrong (Charlottetown Festival); 
Something Rotten!, Urinetown the Musical 
(Sheridan); It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live 
Radio Play (YPT); Tales of an Urban Indian 
(Public Theater/Autry Theatre/TiFT); 
The Music Man (TiFT); Oliver! (Bluff City 
Theatre); Inheritance (Alley/Touchstone 
Theatre); The Rememberer (MTYP); Dinky 
(Native Earth Performing Arts). Acting: 
Bilbo Baggins in The Hobbit (YPT/Carousel 
Players/MTYP); Wickersham Brother in 
Seussical the Musical (MTYP); Norval 
Morrisseau in Copper Thunderbird (NAC). 
Script development and dramaturgy 
with YPT, Native Earth Performing Arts, 
Debajehmujig Theatre Group and MTYP.
FILM/TV Directing: RepREZentin’ in Fort 
Chip, The Rez.
ET CETERA Herbie is an Anishinaabe 
theatre artist from Aundeck Omni Kaning 
First Nation on Manitoulin Island and was 
raised in Toronto. His play Bent Boy was 
workshopped at YPT and shortlisted for 
the Sharon Enkin Plays for Young People 
Award in 2020. Herbie is the Artistic 
Director of Young People’s Theatre.



Call us or 
book through 
opentable.com

Weekly Live Music

Cozy &  
Vibrant
Join us for a great 

evening experience, 
located in Winnipeg’s  

Exchange District.

With exceptional features and sophisticated décor,  
there is beauty around every corner. Choose from two 
and three bedroom luxury condos in downtown Winnipeg.

390ontheriver.com/viewnow

Viktoria Fazekas  
204-250-7711 
viktoria@topwinnipeghomes.com

PICTURE YOURSELF   LIVING HERE
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William Layton
Set Designer

ROYAL MTC First engagement.
OTHER THEATRE The Play That Goes 
Wrong directed by Herbie Barnes, Jersey 
Boys (Charlottetown Festival); The Great 
Gatsby, The Hobbit, Elf: The Musical, Shrek 
The Musical (Grand – all directed by Susan 
Ferley); The Freud Project: Civilization 
and Its Discontents (Dora Award); Mary 
Poppins (YPT – Dora nomination for 
costume design).
FILM/TV The Next Step (10 seasons);  
Da Kink in My Hair; Fall (nominated for 
a Canadian Screen Award in production 
design); Heaven on Earth (written and 
directed by Depha Mehta); Til Death Do 
Us Part (with John Waters).
TRAINING The Art Institute of Chicago; 
The National Theatre School.
ET CETERA William is pleased to be back 
on the prairies where he grew up and 
wishes to thank the backstage artists 
and craftspeople who have elevated this 
production.

Amy McPherson
Costume Designer

ROYAL MTC The Comeback, The Secret to 
Good Tea.
OTHER THEATRE Blue Beads and 
Blueberries, Frozen River (MTYP); 
Tuesdays with Morrie, A Pickle, Pals (WJT); 
Owl Calling (Root Sky Theatre).
FILM The Nest (National Film Board of 
Canada). 

TRAINING Fashion Design and Apparel 
Production (MC College); Indigenous 
Haute Couture Residency (Banff Centre 
for Arts).
ET CETERA Always a pleasure to work with 
Royal MTC! Miigwetch/thank you.

Scott Henderson
Lighting Designer

ROYAL MTC 70 productions since 1995, 
including Mix Tapes From My Mom, Sexual 
Misconduct of the Middle Classes, The 
Three Musketeers, The Cottage, John, 
Sense and Sensibility, A Christmas Carol 
(2017, 2005), Shakespeare in Love (with 
Citadel), Black Coffee, The Audience (with 
Mirvish), Billy Elliot the Musical, Next to 
Normal, Red (with Belfry), Top Girls.
OTHER THEATRE Scott has designed light-
ing for opera, dance and theatre compa-
nies in Winnipeg and across Canada. Most 
recently he designed Elixir of Love for 
Manitoba Opera, Tuesdays with Morrie for 
WJT, and Mabuhay! and Mary Poppins for 
Rainbow Stage. Scott is also the Lighting 
Director for the Royal Winnipeg Ballet.
TRAINING Scott is a graduate of Toronto 
Metropolitan University (Ryerson Theatre 
School) and is a member of ADC659. 
ET CETERA Special thanks to Karen, Sean 
and Alex for their love and support.
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Real food

land...

PeasantAd_Ovation2014.indd   1 9/2/14   1:27:59 PM

RESTAURANT
AND WINE BAR
A Japanese - style Steakhouse with
a perfectly paired wine list. Located 
in a modern space on the corner 
of Portage and Main.

204.938.8696 | 529uptownwpg.com
Hours: Monday – Friday, 11:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Complimentary Parking after 5 p.m.
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Jason Burnstick
Sound Designer & 
Composer

ROYAL MTC The Secret to Good Tea.
ET CETERA 2021 Juno Nominee, 2020 
Leo Award Winner for Composer of the 
Year for Best TV Movie and 1/2 of the 
multi-award-winning and nominated group 
Burnstick. Jason’s many accolades also 
include 2015 Indigenous Music Award 
winner, 2010 APCA’s Winner, 2009 Jessie 
Richardson and Dora Nominee, 2007 Juno 
Nominee and 2006 CAMA Award Winner. 
A Cree Musician, Singer-Songwriter/
Composer based out of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. Jason’s musical expression has 
found its voice in his collection of origi-
nal vintage 1920’s Weissenborn lap slide 
guitars.

Rick Skene
Fight Director

ROYAL MTC among men (with TPM), 
The Three Musketeers, Venus in Fur, A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, Richard III, 
Oleanna, Macbeth, Burn This, Good Night 
Desdemona (Good Morning Juliet), Noises 
Off, Burn This, The Miracle Worker, The 
Lonesome West, Shakespeare’s Dog, The 
Boys in the Photograph, Wait until Dark, 
The Beauty Queen of Leenane.
OTHER THEATRE PTE, MTYP, TPM, MB 
Opera, Rainbow Stage, RWB and Théâtre 
Cercle Molière. Rick was co-founder and 
associate artistic director of TPM.
FILM/TV 35 years of over 200 credits as a 
stunt coordinator, 2nd unit director, stunt 
driver and stunt performer.
TEACHING 35 years teaching Acting, 
Stage Combat, Filmmaking, Mime and 
Improvisation at the U of W Department 
of Theatre and Film.
ET CETERA As always, Rick would like to 
give a big thank you shout out to his wife 
Jan who, as he is quick to point out, holds 
his universe together.



Great theatre
lives here. 

We are pleased to support the Royal Manitoba 
Theatre Centre and the artists who have been 
captivating audiences with exciting, innovative,  
and entertaining productions.

BMO is proud to be the 2024/25 Tom Hendry 
Warehouse Season Sponsor.
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Peatr Thomas
Mural Designer

Peatr Thomas is a self-taught mural artist 
of Ininew and Anishinaabe heritage from 
Pimicikamak. Raised on reserve, he tran-
sitioned to city life at 14 in 2001, where he 
discovered his voice through Winnipeg’s 
street art scene. Over the past decade, 
Peatr has woven cultural teachings into his 
work, and facilitated workshops with youth 
across Turtle Island to create murals and 
canvas art. peatrthomas.com

Cali Sproule
Assistant Director

ROYAL MTC First engagement.
OTHER THEATRE 40 Below (Winnipeg 
Fringe); Saplings (One Trunk Theatre – 
Rehearsal Director); How They'll Tell It 
(ViC Staged Reading); The Little Forest 
(Wagonstage Theatre); The Merry Wives 
of Windsor (Theatre Calgary Shakespeare 
on the Go – Assistant Director to Jane 
MacFarlane); poor recollections (Sage 
Theatre IGNITE! Festival); Much Ado 
About Nothing, Here We Go (University of 
Calgary). 
TRAINING MFA in Directing (University 
of Manitoba); BA in Theatre & Psychology 
(University of Manitoba Black Hole 
Theatre Company); Intimacy Directors and 
Coordinators (IDC). 
ET CETERA Upcoming: How They’ll Tell It 
at the Gargoyle Theatre. :) 

bonaventuretravel.ca

204-488-6653
428 Academy Road, 

Winnipeg, MB R3N 0C3

P O R T U G A L

Unleash 
Your 

Wanderlust
Start planning your next trip



McNally Robinson Booksellers  
1120 Grant Avenue  ∙  The Forks  ∙  mcnallyrobinson.com

W h e n  y o u  S u p p o r t  u s ,  Y o u  S u p p o r t  o u r  c o m m u n i t y

Recommended
Reading
inspired by ELEVATE: Manaaji’idiwin 

52 Ways to Reconcile  
by David A. Robertson

Arrives May 13!

Cold
by Drew Hayden Taylor 

Permanent Astonishment  
by Tomson Highway
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Monique Gauthier
Assistant Lighting 
Designer

ROYAL MTC 2024/25 National Mentorship 
Program.
OTHER THEATRE Lighting Designer: The 
Mailroom, World’s Fair 1876, Breaking Up 
With Me (JHG Creative); The Antipodes 
(The 28th Minute). Apprentice Stage 
Manager: Blue Beads and Blueberries 
(MTYP). Stage Manager: The Ultimate 
Actor’s Nightmare (Club Soda Improv). 
Misc.: Hamlet: The Modern Player’s Guide 
(SIR).
TRAINING University of Manitoba Theatre 
Program; MTYP’s Sandbox.
ET CETERA For her work with her inde-
pendent company, JHG Creative, Moe has 
twice been awarded the Harry S. Rintoul 
Award and was named as one of 2023’s 
Most Fascinating Manitobans. She is also 
the board vice-chair of TPM. Moe will be 
the lighting designer for The 28th Minute’s 
production of A Steetcar Named Desire this 
summer. She would like to thank her family 
and friends for their love and support!

Ridge Romanishen
Stage Manager

ROYAL MTC SM: King James, among 
men (with TPM). ASM: Little Women, 
The Comeback. Apprentice SM: Sexual 
Misconduct of the Middle Classes, The 
Three Musketeers, Calpurnia. 
OTHER THEATRE PSM: Trigger Warning: 
Cassandra (Sick + Twisted). SM: Iago 
Speaks, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Shakespeare’s Will (SIR); Narnia (Bad 
Hats Theatre/MTYP); A Pickle (WJT); The 
Velveteen Rabbit (MTYP); The Marriage 
of Figaro (Manitoba Underground Opera). 
ASM: Bed & Breakfast (Capitol Theatre/
PTE); Mary Poppins (Rainbow Stage); 
Feast (PTE). Apprentice SM: Narrow 
Bridge, The Golem’s Mighty Swing (WJT); 
Kiss of the Spider Woman (Dry Cold).
TRAINING Ridge is a Graduate of the 
University of Winnipeg’s Theatre and 
Film Program with Honours in Stage 
Management.
ET CETERA Ridge is thrilled to be back 
working with Royal MTC this season. He 
would like to thank all his friends, family 
and husband for their support and, of 
course, the fabulous folks at Royal MTC 
for another amazing opportunity to create 
live theatre again!

With every  
community,  
we redefine  
what’s possible
Visit stantec.com to learn more.



SHOP ONLINE 

—   
or delivery
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Katie Schmidt
Assistant Stage 
Manager

ROYAL MTC Assistant Stage Manager: 
The Lehman Trilogy, The Sound of Music, 
Into the Woods, The Runner. Apprentice 
Stage Manager: The Cottage, A Doll’s 
House, Sense and Sensibility. Apprentice 
Costumer: Sarah Ballenden.
OTHER THEATRE Stage Manager: A Year 
with Frog and Toad, Snow White, Frozen 
River, Tiny Treasures (MTYP); The Magic 
Flute (The Little Opera Company); The 
Prom (Dry Cold). Assistant Stage Manager: 
Die Fledermaus (Vancouver Opera); The 
Wizard of Oz (Rainbow); The Outside Inn, 
Bad Parent, VOICE (PTE). Apprentice 
Stage Manager: Ghost Light (PTE). 
Costumer: Mary’s Wedding (TPM). Props 
and Set Coordinator: Much Ado About 
Nothing, The Player King, The Winter’s 
Tale, Hamlet, Timon of Athens, Romeo and 
Juliet (SIR).
TRAINING University of Winnipeg Theatre 
and Film.
ET CETERA Thanks and love to Mom, Dad, 
Raya and Felix.

Chance Sabados
Apprentice Stage 
Manager

ROYAL MTC First engagement.
OTHER THEATRE The Comedy of Errors, 
Arcadia, Conversation at Night With a 
Despised Character (U of M).
TRAINING Graduate of the University of 
Manitoba.
ET CETERA Chance would like to thank 
his friends and family for their continued 
support, and he hopes you enjoy the 
show!  

ENRICH YOUR EXPERIENCE!

Do you want to delve deeper into 
the themes of the play? For every 
show we release an enrichment 
guide with help from experts and 
educators. This guide offers back-
ground context, resources to explore 
and discussion questions to keep the 
conversation going. Read them at 
royalmtc.ca/enrichmentguides.

DUNCAN COX AND MELANIE WHYTE IN MURDER FOR TWO. PHOTO BY DYLAN HEWLETT.

Looking for a great night out that’s easy on your wallet? 
Theatre Under 30 members, aged 18 – 29, have exclusive 

access to world-class theatre for just $20 a seat!

SIGN UP TODAY AT ROYALMTC.CA/UNDER30

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT  
KSENIA BRODA-MILIAN AT UNDER30�ROYALMTC.CA

THEATRE FOR FANS UNDER 30



We’re proud to
support Royal MTC’s
deep commitment to
bringing Manitobans
exhilarating theatre.

FillmoreRiley.com
Fillmore Riley LLP
Lawyers and Trademark Agents



L I B RA R I A N - R ECO M M E N D E D  R E S O U R C E S 

EXPLORE MORE ELEVATE: Manaaji'idiwin
More Humorous Takes on 
Reconciliation
Bury My Heart at Chuck E. Cheese’s by 
Tiffany Midge. This collection weaves 
witty memoirs together with hilarious 
musings on life, identity, and the current 
political climate in the United States. 
Midge, a Hunkpapa Lakota of the 
Standing Rock Sioux, explores what it 
means to be an Indigenous person today, 
using satire, humour and blunt honesty to 
tell her stories. 818.608 MIDGE 2019

The Prairie Chicken Dance Tour by 
Dawn Dumont. A witty and comedic 
story of a group of Indigenous dancers 
who find themselves together on a 15-day 
performance tour of Europe and hilarity 
ensues. Loosely based on a true story 
of a group of Indigenous dancers from 
Saskatchewan who toured Europe in the 
1970s. FICTION DUMONT

Indians on Vacation by Thomas King. 
Inspired by a handful of old postcards 
sent by an uncle nearly a hundred years 
earlier, Bird and Mimi attempt to trace 
Mimi’s long-lost uncle and the family 
medicine bundle he took with him to 
Europe. FICTION KING

more Indigenous Playwrights 
Women of the Fur Trade by Frances 
Koncan. Historical satire told from the 
perspectives of three women: a Métis 
Taurus, an Ojibwe Sagittarius and a 
British Virgo to be exact, during the 
height of the Canadian fur trade in Treaty 
One territory. Women of the Fur Trade

premiered at Royal MTC in February 
2020. 819.26 KONCAN 2022

The Rez Sisters by Tomson Highway. 
Award-winning play which is the 
portrayal of seven women from a 
reserve attempting to beat the odds 
by winning at the biggest bingo in the 
world. 819.254 HIG

Sir John A: Acts of a Gentrified Ojibwe 
Rebellion by Drew Hayden Taylor. A 
satirical play that explores reconcilia-
tion and brings to life the patriarchal 
character of Canada’s first Prime Minister 
whose bones are held for ransom by 
the star of the play – Anishinaabe man 
Bobby Rabbit. 819.254 TAYLOR 2018

More Stories About Being Stuck 
in an Elevator
The Escape Room by Meagan Goldin. 
Four high-flyers in the lucrative world 
of Wall Street finance are ordered to 
participate in a team-building exercise 
which requires them to escape from 
a locked elevator. Things go horribly 
wrong in this thriller and dark secrets 
start to emerge. FICTION GOLDIN

If I Never Met You by Mhairi 
McFaralane. This heartfelt romantic 
comedy features a chance encounter 
in a broken-down elevator with the 
office playboy, offering our heroine a 
new possibility. He doesn’t believe in 
love but she starts to actually fall for 
this charming, handsome man despite 
her best intentions. FICTION ROM 
MCFARLANE  

There are 1.4 million books, movies, audiobooks, eBooks, and more at the Winnipeg Public 
Library, and all you need to borrow them is your library card. There are 20 locations 
throughout the city, and there’s an online catalogue for requesting items for pick-up at 
your library of convenience. An online e-Library has thousands of eBooks, eAudiobooks 
and more! All free to use with your library card. Visit us online at winnipeg.ca/library.
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T I C K E T S  AVA I L A B L E  AT  

RoyalMTC.ca/bw

S AT U R DAY,  N OV E M B E R  1 ,  2 0 2 5

THE ORIENT EXPRESS

P A R I S M U N I C H V I E N N A B U D A P E S T B E L G R A D E C O N S T A N T I N O P L E

L O U N G E  C A R L O U N G E  C A R THE ORIENT EXPRESS

P A R I S M U N I C H V I E N N A B U D A P E S T B E L G R A D E C O N S T A N T I N O P L E

S L E E P I N G  C A R S L E E P I N G  C A R

presenting the 32nd lawyers play  
a fundraiser for royal mtc and winnipeg fringe festival

By Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman
Directed by Mariam Bernstein

tickets $75–$100 includes a partial tax receipt

May 7—10
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E M E R G I N G  A RT I STS

Andrea 
Friesen

Dannielle 
Morrisseau

Donnie 
Osler

Julia 
Ross

Kirby 
Fults

Martha 
Troian

pimootayowin creators circle sponsor

Pimootayowin Creators Circle
Since 2020, the Pimootayowin Creators 
Circle, led by Ian Ross, has not only 
served as a place of learning, but a 
place of community. This year’s cohort, 
comprised of Andrea Friesen, Dannielle 
Morrisseau, Donnie Osler, Julia Ross, 
Kirby Fults and Martha Troian, have 
been developing their original works 
while gaining skills in storytelling 
and playwriting to showcase during 
Pimootayowin: A Festival of New Work 
in September 2025. 

“Pimootayowin has opened a part of 
me that I didn’t know was there. Telling 
stories has been a part of my life for as 
long as I can remember. I was a poor 
student in school and felt that writing 
was not something I would ever be good 
at. Being chosen for this experience 
has changed my view of myself and my 
ability to create something that, I feel, 
is valuable. The positive support from 
other Indigenous writers has changed 
my view on myself and my abilities to tell 
stories in written format. MTC and Ian 
Ross’ vision of support and promotion 
for new Indigenous playwrights is a true 
step in what the concept of reconcilia-
tion means. I am honoured to be part of 
this. I am grateful.” – Kirby Fults

Royal MTC is committed to developing 
and supporting Indigenous storytellers 
and we are thrilled to have the privilege of 

producing another Pimootayowin world 
premiere, In the Shadow Beyond the 
Pines by Rhonda Apetagon, as part of our 
2025/26 Royal MTC Warehouse Season. 

“TD Bank Group is very proud to support 
the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre’s 
work to amplify the voices of Indigenous 
artists through the Pimootayowin 
Creators Circle. At TD, we believe the 
arts have the power to unite us and 
create a sense of belonging. Through the 
TD Ready Commitment, our corporate 
citizenship platform, we’re investing in 
arts and culture initiatives that reflect 
the diversity of our communities and 
bring people together.”

– Michael Warren, District Vice 
President, Manitoba North, TD Bank 
Group   

Meet the 2024/25 
 Pimootayowin 

Creators Circle



We believe that when 
people participate in 
their community, good 
things can happen.
Proud to support The Royal 
Manitoba Theatre Centre 
and the Pimootayowin 
Creators Circle. 

As part of our goal to help people 
feel a sense of belonging in their 
communities, TD supports arts 
and culture events, initiatives, and 
organizations across North America 
that amplify diverse voices.

Learn more at
td.com/artsandculture

® The TD logo and other TD trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.

TDBankGroup_RoyalManitobaTheatre_PrintAd_EN_4.75x3.75.indd   1TDBankGroup_RoyalManitobaTheatre_PrintAd_EN_4.75x3.75.indd   1 9/24/2024   11:52:35 AM9/24/2024   11:52:35 AM

JULY 16 – 27
Comedy, drama, improv and everything in between!

FREQUENT FRINGERS ON SALE 
Buy online or at the Royal MTC Box Office.

WINNIPEGFRINGE.COM

THEATRE FANS, 
SAVE THE 
DATE!

PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY MANITOBA LIQUOR MARTS

PRESENTED BY
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E D U CAT I O N  &  E N R I C H M E N T

Enriching Young Lives Through 
the Power of Theatre

“I have been bringing students for over 20 years now and love to witness how much the 
students love the performances.”

“Everything about the evening was mesmerizing, from the helpful friendly staff and 
volunteers, to the set and performances. It was a delight!” – High school teachers

Royal MTC welcomed youth from across Manitoba and beyond to experience our 
24/25 season, providing subsidized ticket prices with the assistance of Canada Life. 

This season we were happy to welcome classrooms back into our theatre to see any 
performance they wished. 3,805 students and teachers in high school and univer-
sity joined us for student-only matinees of The Play That Goes Wrong, Little Women, 
Waitress, Indecent, Casey and Diana and Murder for Two.

So far this season, 3,634 students and teachers joined us for other matinees and 
evening performances at the Mainstage and Warehouse. 

“Not only do performances provide entertainment, but they challenge young minds 
to consider questions outside of the curricular connections of storytelling, expression, 
and performance itself. In some cases, it plants seeds for a future outside our school 
walls. That’s something very special to witness.” – Middle school teacher

Outside of class trips, 2,310 youth attended evening and weekend performances 
thanks to discounted tickets for those under age 18.

We’re looking forward to hosting your classes in 2025/26! Advance booking will be 
available on June 5, and we expect shows to sell fast! Teachers can explore all our 
plays with topics and age recommendations at RoyalMTC.ca/Upcoming and if you’d 
like more information about tickets for your students, please get in touch with Ksenia 
at kbrodamilian@royalmtc.ca to get on our newsletter list.  

Theatre Under 30
Our Theatre Under 30 program offers the chance to book $20 tickets to any production 
of our season to young people age 18-29. So far this season we’ve had 886 members 
who have bought 2,313 tickets. It’s easy to sign up at RoyalMTC.ca/Under30 and once 
you do, a promo code will be sent to you for each production.  

theatre for young 
audiences sponsor



Empowering 
creative  
young minds 

Proudly supporting  
Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre

Canada Life and design are trademarks  
of The Canada Life Assurance Company.

43449-CL-RMTC-ovation-program-ad.indd   143449-CL-RMTC-ovation-program-ad.indd   1 10/26/21   2:54 PM10/26/21   2:54 PM



E D U CAT I O N  &  E N R I C H M E N T

Extracurricular Youth Programs

Backstage Pass Students making faux food. 

This season we ran three free programs 
for youth in grades 10-12. 

Student Shadow Days, a new program, 
welcomed seven students to each expe-
rience a solo day behind the scenes at 
MTC with a tour, conversations with staff, 
and a visit to rehearsal or observing a 
show alongside the stage manager. 

In Young Expressions, 16 students were 
invited to opening nights to hear from 
an artist or reviewer guest, see perfor-
mances, and express their reactions. At 
their final session, the group will create 
a zine together celebrating their expe-
riences and favourite moments over the 
season.  

In Backstage Pass, 16 students experi-
enced six eye-opening workshops led 
by theatre professionals, then attended 
matinees. After each show they partic-
ipated in a Talkback session with 
actors. Students explored set design, 
stage combat, acting, marketing, stage 

management, props and playwriting. 
Here are some of their session responses:

“It was fun to see the different aspects 
and jobs of theatre. The variety of every-
thing is really cool.”

“This really put into perspective how 
much goes into a show that isn’t the 
acting. I’ve also never been so sure of 
what I want to do with my life.” 

“I am going to use this new knowledge in 
my [school] theatre club.”

“I really enjoyed using my skills for some-
thing new and different.”

“Our instructor was so amazing and 
provided so much great knowledge. I 
can’t wait to continue to grow.”

“I loved the amount of creative freedom 
we had.”

“I really enjoyed being able to see every-
one’s talent and hard work.”

“Any time I come here I always leave with 
new information.”

“Theatre people are so nice!”

“I learned so much about what goes on 
behind the scenes in theatre. It has been 
so awesome!”

If you or a young person in your life would 
like to join a free program next year, check 
out RoyalMTC.ca/Youth – applications 
are open from May 12 – October 7!  

For youth aged 16-23 who can’t wait until 
fall for more theatre, Royal MTC partners 
with the Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival 
to offer NextGen Fringers! Sign up for this 
free program at RoyalMTC.ca/NextGen.

PHOTO BY LEIF NORMAN



Elevating arts 
and culture

Élevons les arts 
et la culture

Air Canada is a proud airline 
partner of the Royal Manitoba 
Theatre Centre’s Black & White Ball. 
We soar together when we support 
arts and cultural institutions in the 
communities we serve. 

À titre de transporteur aérien, 
Air Canada est fière partenaire 
de l’événement Black & White Ball 
du Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre. 
En soutenant les institutions culturelles 
et artistiques dans les collectivités que 
nous desservons, nous les aidons à 
aller toujours plus haut, avec nous. #FlyTheFlag @aircanada 

#HautLeDrapeau  @aircanada 



“A fun and very informative email! I love these updates!!!” 
— DRAMA CLUB MEMBER

LET’S GET
DRAMATIC

Scan the QR code to join over 150 members 
who enjoy the ease and convenience  
(and the extra benefits!) of monthly giving. 

Before you head out for the summer, 
become a member of MTC’s Drama Club, 
our monthly giving program. Whether 
you’re lounging on a deck or digging in 
your garden, you’ll be actively supporting 
exceptional theatre. You can donate $5,  
$20, $100 or any amount every month.

Trust us, it’s completely brag-worthy. 
“Sandra, I deserve that extra glass of pinot 
because I’m actively supporting theatre 
while we’re on this patio.”

While you’re off enjoying the brilliance of 
Manitoban summers, MTC will be busy at 
work. Our crews do regular maintenance 
keeping our spaces updated. Creative teams  

are busy hosting workshops, crafting 
designs, and there are plenty of meetings 
keeping our season on track.

Monthly donating to MTC is easy. Really! It’s 
a “set it and forget it” way to be generous, 
like having a subscription to a streaming 
service (or five…). But instead of a receipt, 
you get a gratitude email filled with 
thoughtful and quirky stories about MTC.

You can donate any amount every month. 
You can stop, pause or change your 
donation amount at anytime.

Don’t hesitate, join Drama Club today and 
you’re sure to have a wonderful summer!

Rodrigo Beilfuss in  
The Three Musketeers 



S U P P O RT E RS

*Current Royal MTC Board of Trustees/Advisory Board members      †Current Royal MTC staff      ‡Monthly Donors/Drama Club
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Many thanks to our donors 
who made a gift between 
Jan 1, 2023 and Mar 27, 2025

 DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

$10,000+

Gail Asper, OC, OM, LLD* & 
Michael Paterson

Zita & Mark Bernstein Family 
Foundation

Linda McGarva-Cohen & James 
Cohen, OM

Johnston Group Inc.
Shirley Anne Richardson Annual 

Giving Trust Fund – The Winnipeg 
Foundation

Robinson Family Foundation Fund 
– The Winnipeg Foundation

Todd & Kellie Tanchak
Dr. Marcel Van Woensel

$6,500-9,999

Houston Family of Bradwardine 
Fund – The Winnipeg Foundation

June & Bob Jackson Memorial Fund 
for the Performing Arts – The 
Winnipeg Foundation

Ted & Ruth Northam
Dr. H. Nyhof & Ms. Jo-Anne Lutz
Polar Foundation
Mr. Leslie Taylor

$4,000-6,499

Pauline Braun – in memory of Duane 
Braun‡

David Christianson & Vera 
Steinberger

Gail Corne
Karen & Alan Dalkie
Neil & Carol Duboff
Susan Glass & Arni Thorsteinson
Camilla Holland & Colin Viebrock
Diane & Dave Johnston
Evan Klassen† & Bert Keeper‡
Elizabeth Marr & Nick, David & 

Allison Slonosky
Leigh Murphy – in memory of Liam 

Murphy‡
Gerry & Barb Price
Hartley & Heather Richardson
James & Janice Tennant

$2,000-3,999

Dr. J Baluta & Ms. O. Kandia
Craig McIntosh & Lorraine Beck Fund
Todd Bourcier
Emily Burt*

David & Lianne Carefoot
David* & Barb Christie
Heather Clarke
Gerry* & Chris Couture
D. J. Cowan
Kerry Dangerfield*‡
Ben & Shari Diamond
Dr. Lawrence & Ms. Brenda Ellerby
Tony* & Jennifer Fletcher‡
Margaret Groome
Linda Hamilton & Grange Morrow‡
Sharon Hamilton‡
Dr. P. Kmet & Mr. B. Roslycky
Donna & Dave* Lalama
Katrina Lee-Kwen & Jeff Neufeld
Brendan McKeen†
Drs. Bill Pope & Elizabeth Tippett 

Pope Fund – The Winnipeg 
Foundation

Sanford & Deborah Riley
Estate of David Smethurst
Bill & Laurie* Speers
Mait & Pat Sundmark
Kelly Thornton† & Josep 

Seras-Gubert‡
Helga Van Iderstine
Dr. & Mrs. James & Kim Zacharias
2 Anonymous

$1,200-1,999

Edward & Jaime Acuna
H. F. Bowen
Doneta Brotchie, CM* & Harry 

Brotchie‡
Chambers Family‡
Haderra & Mark Chisick
The Circle Foundation
Hugh Conacher‡
Matthew Cutler & Dr. Avery Miller
Corinne Ratuski & Brad Favel*
Sylvia Flam‡
Katherine Fox*‡
Susan* & Ab Freig‡
John* & Nicola Guttormson‡
Barbara Hamilton
Gregg & Mary Hanson
Vivian Hilder-Skwark & David Skwark 

– in memory of Mike Skwark‡
Colleen Hrabi†‡ & Curtis Brown
Shawn Hughes & Bruno Koehn‡
Katie Inverarity
Lisa Johnston
Serena Helen Kraayeveld Fund – 

The Winnipeg Foundation
David* & Ellen Kroft‡
J. Lamothe‡
Rick Lee & Laurie Shapiro
Peter & Karen Leipsic
Gail Loewen
Reginald & Judy Low
Mark & Gloria Mancini‡

Gerard Matte & Lydia Surasky-Matte
Jim* & Penny McLandress‡
Melissa Novecosky
Wayne & Linda Paquin
Jean-Pierre Parenty & Michelle Smith
Donna Plant
Frances Pollard
K. Heather Power & Harold Klause‡
Jocelyne Prefontaine*‡
Priority Restoration
Lawrence Prout* & Lisa Gardewine‡
Margaret Redmond* & Greg Gillis‡
Nancy & Loren* Remillard
R. S. Cunha Dental Corp‡
Sudhir Sandhu* ‡
Ken & Susan* Skinner‡
Donald Smith‡
Kevin Hines & Shelly Smith-Hines‡
Joan Stephens – in memory of 

Annice Stephens‡
Sasha & Josh Thiem‡
Jeremy Trickett & Brandon Barnes 

Trickett
Geeta* & Michael Tucker‡
Vicki Verville‡
Murray & Nancy Wiegand
Rick & Claire* Workman
Nicole Zajac*‡
Anonymous

COMPANY CIRCLE

$600-1,199

Robert & Ina Abra Family Fund – 
The Winnipeg Foundation

Jennifer & Scott Ash
Margaret Astwood
Dr. Corinne Barrett DeWiele & 

Mr. V. Michael DeWiele
Ryan Bernier
Brenlee Carrington Trepel KC & 

Brent Trepel
Gertie Chipka
Aynsley Cockshott
J. Davidson‡
Neil & Sherry Fast
Pamela & Kevin Friesen
Felicia & Trevor Frost
Brad & Jenn Gesell
The Art Maister & Kayla Gordon 

Foundation
Charles Henaire
Rodney Hick & Tracey Jackson
N & L Holliday
Sylvia Jansen
Hon. William Johnston
Katherine Clements & James Tam
Peter Kingsley, KC‡
Donna Korban & Family

“A fun and very informative email! I love these updates!!!” 
— DRAMA CLUB MEMBER

LET’S GET
DRAMATIC

Scan the QR code to join over 150 members 
who enjoy the ease and convenience  
(and the extra benefits!) of monthly giving. 

Before you head out for the summer, 
become a member of MTC’s Drama Club, 
our monthly giving program. Whether 
you’re lounging on a deck or digging in 
your garden, you’ll be actively supporting 
exceptional theatre. You can donate $5,  
$20, $100 or any amount every month.

Trust us, it’s completely brag-worthy. 
“Sandra, I deserve that extra glass of pinot 
because I’m actively supporting theatre 
while we’re on this patio.”

While you’re off enjoying the brilliance of 
Manitoban summers, MTC will be busy at 
work. Our crews do regular maintenance 
keeping our spaces updated. Creative teams  

are busy hosting workshops, crafting 
designs, and there are plenty of meetings 
keeping our season on track.

Monthly donating to MTC is easy. Really! It’s 
a “set it and forget it” way to be generous, 
like having a subscription to a streaming 
service (or five…). But instead of a receipt, 
you get a gratitude email filled with 
thoughtful and quirky stories about MTC.

You can donate any amount every month. 
You can stop, pause or change your 
donation amount at anytime.

Don’t hesitate, join Drama Club today and 
you’re sure to have a wonderful summer!

Rodrigo Beilfuss in  
The Three Musketeers 
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Hester Kroft
John & Heather Lea
Ian & Nicki LeGrand‡
Shirley Liba
Linda & Ray Loewen
Teresa Lopata & Bruce Wagg
Pat & Jim Ludwig
Brian & Christie Lysack‡
Garry Markham
Carol & Barry§ McArton
Terri & Jim McKerchar‡
Ron McKinnon§ & Peggy Barker‡
Carolyn Garlich & Peter Miller Gift 

Fund
Colleen Munro
Marika Nerbas
Tracey Novak
Ivan & Cathy Oresnik‡
Cam & Carole Osler
Pierre Ouellet
Judith Parker‡
Helene Poirier & Ian Gillies
Iris Reimer
David & Joan Rew
Henriette Ricou & Jure Manfreda
Jean Riggall‡
Barbara Scheuneman
Shayna & Merrill Shulman
Marc Simard
Carol & Ron Slater Fund – Jewish 

Foundation of Manitoba
Deborah Spracklin
Doug Stephen
Sandra Tankard‡
Leah R. Janzen & Ian R. Thomson
Dr. Peter Triggs‡
Grant & Trish Wainikka
Jerry & Karen Wake
Faye Warren
Margaret Wollner‡
Dr. Dorothy Y. Young
4 Anonymous

$250-599

Pat & Darrell Adams‡
Dr. Liz Adkins
Bob Adkins in memory of Nancy
Glen Agar & Pam Reimer
Dawn Andersen
Jay & Judy Anderson
Abe Anhang
Elizabeth B. Armytage Fund – The 

Winnipeg Foundation
Lynne M Arnason
Dennis & Elaine Schultz
Peter Attwood
Brenna Bacchus‡
Peter Bagot
Zaz Bajon & Patricia Hunter
Glenn & Norma Baldwin
Olga & Ivan Banias

Earl & Cheryl Barish
Dianne J. Beaven
Larry Beeston & Anna Sikora
Holly Beirnes-Burt
Susan & George Benias
Terri & Morley Bernstein
Bruce & Joyce Berry
Chris Bishop
Helga & Gerhard Bock
Lilian Bonin & Daniel P Levin
John & Marilyn Bourbonnais
Ron & Joan Boyd‡
M. Braid
Kris & Ruth Breckman
Billy Brodovsky & Libby Yager‡
Sheila & David Brodovsky
Brian Brown
Ellen & George Bruce
Donna Byrne
Arlene Carr
Cheryl Chaban
Rosemary Chapman
Roberta Christianson
Nancy Chuback
Ken Clark & Pamela Lockman
Agnes & John K. Collins
Joy Cooper & Martin Reed
Philip Corrin
Connor Coughlin
Jim & Gwen Court
Robert Coutts‡
Margaret Cuddy
Verna Danylchuk
Doug De Graff
Andre & Diane de Rocquigny
Rita Dornn
SJ Duncan Medical – in memory of 

Myrtle Bird
Craig & Claudette Dunn
Helene Dyck
H. Dyck
Roberta Dyck
Glen* & Joan Dyrda
Michael Easton
Gail Eckert
Greg Edmond & Irene 

Groot-Koerkamp
Ken & Lesley Enns
Fran Falzarano
Kate Hodgert-Fennell‡
Pat & Doug Finkbeiner
Gayle Fischer
Maureen Flaherty & Fred Beckwith
Andrea Forbes-Avila‡
Adrian Frost & Kerra Mruss
Paul Daeninck & Monica Furer
Colleen & Dan Furlan‡
Daniel Gagnon
Lynne & Lindsay Gauld‡
Denise & Ron George
Heather Gillander

Ian & Lorraine Glassford
Jan Gordon‡
L Graham
M. Gray
Noella & Patrick† Hanan‡
Doug & Sylvia Hannah
Brian & Dawn Hanson – in memory of 

our Daughter, Kristin Dawn Hanson
Linda Harlos & Adrian Wildsmith
Barbara Harrison
Kathryn & Wayne Harrison
Chris Hayduk
Frank & Sue Hechter‡
Kyle Hendin & Breanne Korban
Marilyn Hendzel‡
Judith & Eric Hinton
Ted & Cathy Hlynsky
Rob & Jen Hochkievich‡
Kate Holden
Ken Houssin*, FCA
Duraid Ibrahim
Dan & Karen Ilchyna
G. C. Irwin-Kilfoyle
Tom & Laura Jelic
Lynne Jentsch
Gerald Jewers
Dave & Lesia Johns
Michael Joyal, esq.‡
Joanne & Rod Kamins
L. Kampeas
Sherry Kaniuga‡
Sheryl Kapitz & Aaron London‡
Joel & Danna Kaplan
Sandy & Joan Kellett
Edward & Stella Kennedy
Joan Kennedy
Robert Kennedy & Claudette Leclerc
Betty Klassen
Richard & Karin Klassen
Julie Ann Kniskern
Denise & David Koss
Janice & Richard Kostelnyk
Carol Campbell & Andy Krentz
Randie & Jan Kushnier
Robert Lafond
Laurie Lam & Larry Desrochers
Cheryl Langer
Desiree Lavallee†‡
Bob Leggett
Richard Leipsic & Kerrie Halprin
Curt Letkeman
Tim Preston – in memory of Dave Ling
Charles & Diane Littman
Diana & Laurie Logan
Pat & Jim Ludwig
Brent Schacter & Sora Ludwig
Carole Lupkowski
Tom Lussier
MacDonald/Cageorge Fund – The 

Winnipeg Foundation
Jim MacGregor & Christine Halma

*Current Royal MTC Board of Trustees/Advisory Board members  †Current Royal MTC staff  ‡Monthly Donors/Drama Club  §Fondly Remembered



Proud supporter of the
Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre.
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Roger Maguet
Judith Manning
Cheryl & Eric Matheson
Jim & Lynne McClelland
Campbell & Lorraine McIntyre
Dr. Marlene & Ian McKay
Colleen McKenty
Greg & Gloria McLaren
John & Carolynne McLure Fund 

– The Winnipeg Foundation
Donald G. McNabb
Barb Melnychuk
Loretta Merriam
Albert & Judith Metcalfe‡
Susie Miclash
Catherine Lambeth & Grant Mitchell
Marc Monnin & Donna Miller
Tom & Susan Mooney
Rodney Moorhead
Katherine Morgan
Sagan Morrow‡
Cathy Moser & Jeff Itzkow
B. Nagamori
Brad Nance‡
Vanessa Dowostawski
D. & G. Nytepchuk
Sunny Oh
Joanne Olchowecki
Paulette Pappel
Dr. Philip Pass
William & Helen Patterson
Peter & Anita Pelech
Jo-Ann & Harvey Peltz‡
Bonnie Penno‡
Linda Pettit
Arthur Pfeffer
Rick Pinchin
Beth & John Pollard
Nancy & Brett Porth
Maureen Prendiville & Paul Jensen
Carole Rankin
Nalini Reddy*
Cheryl Reid
Lorraine & Ernest Reinfort
Joan Richardson
Marilyn Robbins
Andrea & Michael Robertson‡
Cindy Rodych
Tamara Rossie
Deborah & Neil Rostkowski
Debbie Roy
Michael T. Ruta
Paul & Cathy Samyn
Onnolee Scharf‡
Roland Schneider
Harald & Vicki Schulz
Faye Scott
Gail Screaton
Claire Semchuk
In memory of Sybil Shack for the 

benefit of MTC
Sharon Shaydak

Blake Shiaro
Al* & Virginia Snyder
Peter & Geri Spencer
Maria Steeds
Heidi Struck†‡
Eleanor Suderman
Mary Ann Supleve
Shayne & Kathryn Taback
Ray & Fenella Temmerman
Malcolm & Shirley Tinsley
Jen & Kevin Tomanek
Gord & Lorena Trann
Brad Baydock & Wendy Tretiak
Dr. Stephen Tritt & Dr. Sharon 

Goszer Tritt
Grant Tweed
Dr. Kristel van Ineveld
Stirling Walkes
Deanna Waters
Leslie† & Sean Watson‡
Tamara & John Wells
Alys-Lynne & Steve West‡
Lionel & Lorraine Wiens
Catherine Wilkie
Anita & Kevin Wolfe
Margaret & Paul Wright
Allana & Eden Wyness‡
Richard L. Yaffe & John A. Statham§

Ryan Zajac
Olia & Roman Zubach
2 Anonymous‡
20 Anonymous

$150-249

Sharon Allentuck
Bonnie & Joel Antel
Craig & Sue Mackenzie
Nadine Audet‡
Richard & Nancy Ball
Karen & John Bate
Brenda Batzel
Sandra Bazin
Jim & Doreen Beckstead
Byrnes Benoit
Trish Bergal
Bruce & Shelley Bertrand-Meadows
Kristine Betker & Eric Kananoja
Don & Diane Bewell
Barbara Bielak
Val & Blair Bingeman
Joan Blight
Marnie Bolland
Mavis Bollman & Ray Hesslein
Jenna C. Boucher-Cowie
Bruce & Karen Boyd
Patricia Bozyk
Don & Cheryl Breakey
Janine Brémault Bamford
Mrs. Donna J. Brown
Gerald R. Brown
Sean & Melanie Bueckert

John Burrows
Cheryl Butler
Corinne Campbell‡
Debbie Campbell
Don & Carolyne Campbell
Jody Chalmers & Monique Perro‡
Lawrie & Bea Cherniack
Duane Cheskey & Georgia Kerr
Shelley Chochinov
Dr. T. I. Choptiany
Katherine Cobor
Joan E. Coombe
Sarah Corley
Laurel Cumming
Bradley J. Curran
Ashleigh Czyrnyj
Werner & Judy Danchura
Linda Daniels
Chris Darazsi‡
Tessa Denton
Lorraine & Alan Dewar
Julie Diakiw
Bev & Allan Doern‡
Heather Domke
Sheila Domke & Stephen Ross
Thomas P Dooley
Rob Dryden
John & Ada Ducas
Harry & Mary Lynn Duckworth
Marilyn Dudek
Barbara & David Ediger‡
John Edwards & Wendy Stelko
Ruth & Ernest Epp
Jemara Fay‡
Pablo & Carrie Felices-Costello
Marion Fellinger
Patricia Fitzpatrick
Nancy Flintoft & John McWilliams
Lawrence Foster‡
Jeff Fowler
Donna Frame‡
Linda Freed
Christine M Freeman
Anne Friesen
Ron Gaffray
Gloria & Rick Gallant
H. Garrod
Juanita Giesbrecht
Patti & Rick Gilhuly
Benjamin Goldenberg
John & Marcia Gordon
Russ Greene & Sandra 

Paterson-Greene
Robert Gregoire‡
Abigail Grieder
Janet Hall
Joan Hanton‡
Paul & Val Harack
Don Hardy
Shellie & Grant Hatch‡
Ingrid Hayes
Joe Healey

*Current Royal MTC Board of Trustees/Advisory Board members  †Current Royal MTC staff  ‡Monthly Donors/Drama Club  §Fondly Remembered
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Mary & David Hickling
Hilary Druxman Design
Lenore & John Hodge
Mary Hodge
Jennie Hogan
Keith & Karen Horn
Lisa Hunt & Hugh Wichenko‡
Jean Hyrich
Stu & Alice Iverson
Wendy & Jim Jackson
Elizabeth Janzen
Verna Johnson
Tiffany Johnson-Sheldon
Robert & Karen Johnston
J.H. Kaminsky
Brian & Renee Kaplan
Shan Dickson & Andrea Kneale
Ms. Julie Koehn
Donna & Jim Komishon
Jacki & Sheldon Koven
Lorraine Kraichy‡
Paula Kristjanson Hasiuk
Howard & Jane Kroeger
Colin Kyle
Teena Laird
Bryen Lebar & Patricia Sauder‡
Saul & Kathy Leibl
Susanne Leslie‡
Tim & Kate Letkemann‡
Becky Lett‡
Stan & Susan Lipnowski

Judy & Eric Lister
John & Joy Loewen‡
Sarah, Chris & Lori Luby
Carol Ann Lussier
Wally MacMartin
Dr. Shelley Mahoney
Lyndsay Manaigre
Dr. Neil & Elaine Margolis
Ilse Marotta
Lynne Martin‡ – in memory of 

Omar Martin
Linda Matheson
Barbara McCandless
Linda A McMillan
Barry McNabb
Catarina Mello Schultz‡
Gail Mildren – in memory of Gladys 

& Walter Mildren
Celoris Miller
Cressida Mills
Allison Moore‡
Marlene Mortimer
Harold & Nancy Nagy
Leslie Nichol
Robert Nickel
Helen Norrie
Tom Nowicki
Irene Onuch
Cynthia Orris
Theresa Oye
Kristen Pachet

Sonjia Pasiechnik
Craig Patterson‡
Myron Pawlowsky & Susan Boulter
Brian Perchaluk
Ingrid Peters Fransen
Donald & Elaine Peters
Kristin Peterson
Funseekers Travel
Cynthia Plett
Denise Plett
Carla Plummer
M. Lois Powne
Arlene Prasek
Doug & Eunice Pratt
Vivian E. Rachlis
Roberta & Rick Rackal
Dr. R. & Audrey Ramchandar
Jim & Kathy Ranick‡
Linda Ratynski
Candace & Adam Rea‡
Lucas Redekop
Margaret Redekop
Gwen & Mark Relph
Shelley Rennie
The Robbins Family
Nicole Robidoux
Linda Robinson
Mary Anne Rosenbloom
Richard Ross
Pat & Michelle Rowan
Cecile Roy

Available in the 

 THEATRE 

and 

served  at

Torque taproom,

restaurants 

and Liquor Marts. 

Crafting trust in every brew. 
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David & Tammie Sainsbury
Denyse & Ken Saloranta
Chris Salstrom‡
Heather Sandilands‡
Connie Sawatsky
Dan & Sandra Sawatzky
Trudy Schroeder
Carol Scurfield
Irka Semaniuk
Greg Sexsmith & Joni Lavender 

Sexsmith‡
Jo-Anne & Ian Seymour
Kumar Sharma & Angelina DiSanto
Jim & Susan Shaw
Sydney Shore & Wayne Sharpe
Linda Simpson
Meera & Sach Sinha
Earl Slimmon
David Smith
Margo & Dennis Smith
Jon Sorokowski
Caterina & George Sotiriadis
Karen Stach
Sharon Stanley
Kim Stephens
Shirley & Tom Strutt
Alec Surasky
Anita Tait
Heather & Donald Talocka
Mala & Andrew Teeluck‡
Jeff Thiessen
Linda Thomas
Lesley Thomson
Elaine Toms
Marilyn Trepel
Elaine Tresoor
Eric Turner‡
Chris Turyk & Bryce Weedmark‡
Robert Tyler
United Way
Teresa Visser
Gwen & Helmut Waedt
Jane & Don Walters‡
Paul & Laura Walton‡
Robert & Sherilyn Ward
John & Marjorie Warkentin
Peter & Joan Washchyshyn
Hymie & Shaaron Weinstein
Mary Agnes Welch‡
Lydia & Michael West
Al & Pat Wherrett‡
Florence & Donald Whitmore
Terence Wiebe
Les & Terry Wiens
Theresa Wiktorski
Leslie Wilson
Gustine & Dennis Wilton
Reed & Arla Winstone
Deborah A. Wolfe
James Wood‡

Gloria Zacharias
Kerry Zakowich
Anonymous‡
24 Anonymous

SPONSORS

Air Canada
The Asper Family Foundation
The Gail Asper Family Foundation
The Asper Foundation
Bell MTS
Birchwood Lexus
BMO Financial Group
Bonaventure Travel Inc.
Canada Life
CIBC Imperial Markets
CPA Manitoba
Culligan Water
Dycom Direct Mail Services
Esdale Printing Co. Ltd.
Fillmore Riley LLP
Free Press
Friesens Corporation
GFL Environmental
HUB International
IG Wealth Management
JEM Insurance
Jones & Co Wine Merchants
Lawton Partners
Soirée Event Planning
Manitoba Bar Association
Liquor Mart
Manitoba Public Insurance
McDiarmid Flowers
McNally Robinson Booksellers
POS Systems
RBC Foundation
RE/MAX
Red River Co-operative Ltd.
Relish Branding
Richardson Foundation
Sleeman Breweries Ltd.
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
Tanchak Wealth Management Group
Taylor McCaffrey LLP
TD Bank Group
The Thomas Sill Foundation
Torque Brewing
University of Manitoba – Faculty 

of Law
WOW! Catering

CORPORATE  
DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

$25,000+

Johnston Group Inc.
Richardson Foundation

$5,000-9,999

Cambrian Credit Union
Maxim Truck & Trailer – Doug 

Harvey & Jan Shute

$3,000-4,999

Gendis Inc.
Maple Leaf Construction Ltd., Blake 

Fitzpatrick

$1,200-2,999

Arthur J. Gallagher Insurance and 
Risk Management

B.A. Robinson Co Ltd.
Domo Gasoline Corporation Ltd. 

– Kate M. Everett, President
IATSE Local 856
Manitoba's Credit Unions 
MMP Architects
Pollard Banknote Limited
PRA Inc.
Qualico
Terracon Development Ltd.

CORPORATE 
COMPANY CIRCLE

$600-1,199

Mid West Packaging Limited
Premier Printing Ltd.

$300-599

MCW/AGE Consulting Professional 
Engineers

Winnipeg Building & Decorating Ltd.

$150-299

Patill/St. James Insurance
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FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE

Wayne & Lee Anderson
Gail Asper, OC, OM, LLD*
Zdzislaw (Zaz) Bajon & Patricia Hunter
Mariam Bernstein
Marjorie & Morley§ Blankstein
Duane§ & Pauline Braun
Doneta Brotchie, CM* & 

Harry Brotchie
Ken§ & Denise Brown
David & Lianne Carefoot
Len & Heather Cariou
Terri Cherniack & Steven Schipper, 

CM, OM
Jennifer Cheslock & George Buri
David Christianson & Vera 

Steinberger
David* & Barb Christie
Gerry* & Chris Couture
D. J. Cowan
Hugh B. Cowan
Kerry Dangerfield*
Laurie Lam & Larry Desrochers
Glen* & Joan Dyrda
Robert & Florence Eastwood
Don & Elfie Elias
Bill§ & Gayle Fischer
Anthony* & Jennifer Fletcher
Jack Fraser
James Gibbs§

Sandy & Rheal Gousseau
Rita Gunn§ & Gregory Mason
John* & Nicola Guttormson
Ahava Halpern & Frank Lavitt
Linda Hamilton & Grange Morrow
Gary Hannaford* & Cathy Rushton
Ted§ & Gail Hechter
Elaine Heinicke§

Camilla Holland
Shawn Hughes & Bruno Koehn
June§ & Bob Jackson Fund for the 

Performing Arts
Maureen E. Jay
Andrew & Wendy Jensen
David & Diane Johnston
Dr. Leonard & Hope§ Kahane
Janis Kaminsky
Jason Kasper
John Kearsey
Gordon & Anne Keatch§

Rob Kennedy & Claudette Leclerc
Serena Helen Kraayeveld
Leona J. MacDonald
Cheryl Johannson§ & Michael 

Mainman
Mark & Gloria Mancini
Virginia Martin§

Peggy Barker & Ron McKinnon§

Jim* & Penny McLandress
Barb Melnychuk
Bob & Pat Migliore
Jeffrey Morton*
Ken & Sharon Mould
Dr. Liam Murphy§

Robb & Heather Paterson
Chris Pearce
Scott Penner
Gina & John* C. Petersmeyer
Drs. Bill Pope & Elizabeth 

Tippett-Pope
K. Heather Power & Harold Klause
Margaret Redmond* & Greg Gillis
Marlene Reiss & Perry Rose
Edward Fisher & Lyse Rémillard
Joan D. Richardson
Jean Riggall
Michelle Rowan
Michael T. Ruta
Sharon Ryman
Susan Skinner*
Kevin Hines & Shelly Smith-Hines
Bill & Laurie* Speers
Deborah Spracklin
Joan Stephens
Joanne Tait
Suzanne Ullyot
Lionel & Lorraine Wiens
Margaret§ & Alfred Wikjord
Richard L. Yaffe & John A. Statham§

Brenda Zaporzan§

2 Anonymous

TRIBUTE GIFTS

In memory of Ron McKinnon
Barbara Kendel
In honour of Shira Cohen & 

Stuart Slayen
Sharna Searle
In memory of Dave Ling
Tim Preston

ENDOWMENT – STEVEN 
SCHIPPER FUND

Many thanks to the generos-
ity of our Endowment Fund 
donors who gave a gift or 
fulfilled a pledge payment 
between Jan 1, 2024 and  
Mar 27, 2025. Amounts listed 
are cumulative.

$5,000,000+

Government of Canada/
Gouvernement du Canada

Canadian Heritage/Patrimoine 
canadien

$100,000-249,999

Manitoba Theatre Centre Volunteer 
Corps of Ushers

The Leigh & Liam Murphy Family 
Fund

Henriette Ricou & Jure Manfreda

$25,000-49,999

Susan Glass & Arni Thorsteinson
J.K. May Investments Ltd.
Drs. Ken & Sharon Mould
Cameron & Carole Osler
Terracon Development Ltd

$10,000-24,999

Don & Sheila Katz
Susan & Keith Knox
Garry Markham
Peggy Barker & Ron McKinnon§

Norma Anne Padilla
L. Blair Philpott & Tom Kynman

$5,000-9,999

Margaret Caie
Pam & Andrew Cooke
Gina O’Connor & John C. 

Petersmeyer*
Marlene Reiss & Perry Rose
Barbara Scheuneman
Elaine Toms
Dr. Dorothy Y. Young
2 Anonymous
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$2,500-4,999

Don & Cheryl Breakey
Carol Budnick
Rita & Don Campbell
Roberta Dyck
David & Ewhenia Gnutel
John & Margaret Graham
Barbara Main
Jean & Lisa Neron

$1,000-2,499

Joan & Edward Alexander
Ron & Joan Boyd
Art & Donna Chow
Dorothy Davidson
Teresa A. Hay
Jordan Janisse & Teresa Cooper
Estelle Meyers
Paul & Elaine Neelon
Edna Poulter
W. & N. Rennie
Jim & Susan Shaw
Howie & Sue Simpson
Geri & Peter Spencer
Deborah Spracklin
Anonymous

$500-999

Helene Dyck
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Kisil
Bob & Pat Migliore
Marlene Mortimer
Ivor & Lorna Schledewitz
Bryce & Jenna Simes
Gabor Vamos & Brenda Silver

UP TO $499

Ingrid Bolbecher
Adam & Tara Klaponski
Elliot Leven
Mary-Anne Lovallo
Jacqueline L. Melnyk
Theresa Oye
Edward Fisher & Lyse Rémillard
William Shepherd
2 Anonymous

MANY THANKS TO 
OUR VOLUNTEERS!

F I N A L  B OW

The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre honours the passing of those dear to our 
theatre – people who’ve made a lasting contribution to this ephemeral art form.

Louis Gagné – Louis was one of the longest serving staff 
members at Royal MTC as a casual in 1990 and then moving 
up to a Layout Carpenter in 2006. Louis had deep connec-
tions in our city and anytime we see an iconic moustache, we 
will think of him. “Louis always had the joie de vivre, always 
had a smile, a chuckle, and a twinkle in his eye.” – Brent Letain

Gary Plouffe – Gary played a key role behind, around and 
above the scenes at Royal MTC as House Stage Hand. During 
seven seasons of Mainstage productions, he had his art down 
to a science as he quickly raised and lowered drops from the 
fly gallery with finesse. His sense of humor and ability to make 
any situation fun and enjoyable, will be tremendously missed. 
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UNDERSTUDIES

CORE FUNDERS

OPENING NIGHT SPONSOR PIMOOTAYOWIN CREATORS CIRCLE

JOHN HIRSCH MAINSTAGE PERFORMANCE SPONSORS

JOHN HIRSCH MAINSTAGE PRODUCTION SPONSORS TOM HENDRY WAREHOUSE PRODUCTION SPONSOR

THEATRE FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES

REGIONAL TOUR

ARTS, CULTURE AND SPORT 
IN COMMUNITY FUND

TOM HENDRY WAREHOUSE SEASON SPONSOREXCLUSIVE PRODUCTION SUPPORTER

STUDENT TICKET SPONSOR
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2024 WINNIPEG FRINGE THEATRE FESTIVAL

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

2024 BLACK & WHITE BALL

SEASON MEDIA SPONSOR

AUCTION SPONSOR

THE TANCHAK  
WEALTH MANAGEMENT GROUP 

FILLMORE RILEY VACATION 
RAFFLE SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

CATERING SPONSOR WINE SPONSOR

LAWYERS PLAY

CAPITAL ASSISTANCE DESIGN SPONSOR

COCKTAIL RECEPTION  
SPONSOR

ENTERTAINMENT  
SPONSOR

COCKTAIL SPONSOR
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Honorary Members
Her Honour, Lt. Governor Anita R. Neville
The Honourable Wab Kinew, Premier of Manitoba
His Worship, Mayor Scott Gillingham
Executive Officers
John Guttormson, Co-Chair
Laurie Speers, Co-Chair
Jocelyne Prefontaine, Secretary
David Kroft, Chair-Elect, Governance & Strategic Planning 

Committee Chair 
Nalini Reddy, Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access Committee Chair
Loren Remillard, Nominating Committee Chair
Geeta Tucker, Treasurer & Organizational Performance 

Committee Chair
Claire Workman, Resource Development Committee Chair
Trustees
Emily Burt
Blair Doell
Brad Favel
Jessica Floresco
Katherine Fox
Susan Freig

David Lalama
Katrina Lee-Kwen
Linda McGarva-Cohen 
Sudhir Sandhu  
Nicole Zajac

Advisory Council
John Guttormson, Chair
Gail Asper
Doneta Brotchie, CM
Angus Campbell
David Christie
Gerry Couture
Kerry Dangerfield
Hy Dashevsky
Glen Dyrda, FCA
Anthony C. Fletcher
Jean Giguere
Charron Hamilton
Gary Hannaford, FCA
Yude Henteleff
Ken Houssin

Colin R. MacArthur, KC
Patrick J. Matthews
Jim McLandress
Jeffrey Morton, FCA
Hon. Jack Murta
Lillian Neaman
John Petersmeyer
Lawrence Prout
Jeff Quinton
Patricia Rabson
Margaret Redmond
Susan Skinner
Al Snyder
Maureen Watchorn

Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival Advisory Council
Katherine Fox, Chair
Kerry Dangerfield
Dr. Linda Hamilton

Hope McIntyre
Brad Regehr

STAFF
Accounting/Finance
Carlos Betonio, Payroll Coordinator
Misty Bromley, CPA, CGA, Director of Finance
Christina Smith, Accountant
Administration
Kurt Brown, HR Generalist
Evan Klassen, Executive Director
Kathrin Moncaster, IT Manager
Artistic
Melissa Langdon, Artistic Associate
Isabelle Ly, Producer
Ian Ross, Program Director, Pimootayowin Creators Circle
Kelly Thornton, Artistic Director
Charlene Van Buekenhout, Apprentice Producer*
Leslie Watson, Company Manager
Box Office
Meaghan Fletcher, Box Office Manager
Box Office Representatives: Sharon Bunn, Jane Hunter, 
Alora Kempthorne, Shayla Meeroff, Daniel Mitchell, Sean Piche, 
Christina Reuther, Carolin Schroeder, Tatiana Tuazon, Katie Welham
Carpentry (John Hirsch Mainstage)
Louis Gagné, Layout Carpenter§

Chris Hadley, Layout Carpenter
Brent Letain, Master Carpenter
Chris Seida, Scenic Carpenter

Development
Patrick Hanan, Development Database Specialist
Brendan McKeen, Individual Giving Manager
Stephanie Porrior, Event Coordinator
Heidi Struck, Director of Development
Community Engagement & Audience Development
Colleen Hrabi, Director of Community Engagement & Audience 

Development
Janice Marple, Volunteer Manager
Cole Reuther, Front of House Manager
Assistant Front of House Managers: Julia Cirillo, Trish Cooper, 

Vanessa Gates, Alanna McPherson, Daniel Mitchell
Front of House Staff: Rachel Baziuk, Renelle Chartier, 

Meagan Chrest, Rylen De Vries, Chael Donald, Cassidy Groening, 
Darrah Horobetz, Joanna Houston, Christine Leslie, 
Kimmy Martin, Ross McMillan, Lauren Minaker, Christina Reid, 
Eve Ross Moore, Odeah Roy, Cobi Winston

Maintenance
Chris Fletcher, Building Manager
Wayne Santos, Assistant Building Manager
Marketing & Communications
Rachelle Blatta, Communications & Social Media Manager
Ksenia Broda-Milian, Education and Enrichment Manager
Sue Caughlin, Marketing & Communications Manager
Desiree La Vallee, Ticketing Application Specialist
Savannah Lillies, Marketing & Communications Coordinator
Jocelyn Unrau, Director of Marketing & Communications
Paint
Shauna Jones, Assistant Head Scenic Artist
Carla Schroeder, Head Scenic Artist
Production
Christine Corthey, Production Associate
Ian Kirk, Production Driver
Allison Loat, Director of Production
Donnie Osler, Technical Director
Alex Sinclair, Assistant Production Manager
Steven Vande Vyvere, Assistant Technical Director
Properties
Khaeler Bautista, Props Builder
Zoë Leclerc-Kennedy, Assistant Head of Props
Jamie Plummer, Head of Props
Stage Crew
Kayla McSwain, Head of Wardrobe (Stage)
Gary Plouffe, House Stage Hand§

Claude Robert, Head Electrician
Jessica Rose, Head of Audio
Liam Shattuck, Head Stage Hand
Chris Thomson, Head Carpenter
Tom Hendry Warehouse
Tim Clark, Head of Sound
Evan King, Head Electrician
Ryan Spracklin, Master Carpenter
Wardrobe
Thora Lamont, Lead Cutter
Martha Schram, Wardrobe First Hand
Heather Thorleifson, Associate Head of Wardrobe
Jackie Van Winkle, Head of Wardrobe/Buyer
Wigs
Beverley Covert, Head of Wigs/Make-Up
Nico Pielou, Interim Head of Wigs
Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival
Chuck McEwen, Executive Producer
Tori Popp, Festival Manager
Honorary Staff
Zaz Bajon, General Manager Emeritus
Steven Schipper, CM, OM, Artistic Director Emeritus

*Apprentice partner: Canada’s National Arts Centre       §Fondly Remembered
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ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION STAFF
ELEVATE: Manaaji'idiwin
Farrah Okolita, Scenic Painter
Andrea Von Wichert, Scenic Painter
Marc Gagnon, LED Technician
Additional staff provided by IATSE Local 63

L e g a c y  g
i v

i n
g

Let us celebrate you.
Join the Founders’ Circle today and your planned gift will ensure that  
Royal MTC will be a home for artists and arts lovers for generations.  

We look forward to recognizing and celebrating your generosity,  
foresight, and commitment to Royal MTC’s future starting today. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
Contact Brendan at 204 954 6412 or bmckeen@royalmtc.ca

Thank you for supporting 
our 2024/25 season!

Royal MTC staff on the set of Waitress. PHOTO BY DAVE SWIECICKI
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E M E R G I N G  A RT I STS

Ava 
Darrach-Gagnon

National Mentorship Program
In the performing arts, networking is a crucial component to propel an artist’s career 
and set them up for future success to work on our stages and at similar theatres 
across the country. Too often, we see our local talent base seek opportunities for both 
training and employment in other parts of the country, often resulting in a permanent 
move out of Manitoba. For IBPOC artists, this exodus is even more prevalent. 

Now in its fifth year, the National Mentorship Program has supported the develop-
ment of local theatre practitioners overcoming the barriers of geographic isolation 
and continue skill development and training. A quick glance through any Ovation 
program demonstrates how program alumni are making their mark as actors, direc-
tors, stage managers, designers, administrators, and theatre creators. 

Performer Rhea Rodych-Rasidescu from the 2023 cohort is a face you may have seen 
here at Royal MTC. “My time working with Fiona Sauder (Artistic Director of Bad 
Hat’s Theatre) through Royal MTC’s National Mentorship Program laid fundamental 
values, practices, and connections that are now the pillars of my artistic pursuit. They 
helped me recognize and hone my artistic ‘superpowers’. Some of these superpowers 
are directly related to performance, and some are connected to other practices such 
as writing, devising, directing and musicianship. Not only did I get to cultivate trans-
ferable skills during my time with Fiona; I also got clarity on my career goals which 
strengthened my confidence and creative freedom. I had so much personal and profes-
sional growth during this mentorship, all of which is directly related to my success on 
stages all across the country; and of course, here at Royal MTC, where it all began.”   

Meet the 
2024/25 

Mentees

Paul 
De Gurse

Josh 
Pinette

Hera 
Nalam

Devin 
Lowry

Alba 
Ignis

Lee 
Banaga

Julia 
Davis

Monique 
Gauthier

Victoria 
Exconde
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YOUR MOMENTS
Enjoy great food and good times

for every occasion.

Find your nearest Winnipeg location at thekeg.com
Garry St. | Southside | St. James

OUR MENU,


